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TAILINGS SPILLS

2/8/66 River polluted. dead fish downstream of mine since Dec. Large numbers lost
at Hatchery.

3/8/66 Early Feb. - cyanide up to 3.8 pp/m in tailings ponds.
Feb. 25, large am't siit released. Called an "inadvertence.”

3/10/66  March 5, - line breaks, slurry in irrigation ditch - covers yard. (photo)
Petty "tatlings disposal remains a difficult problem.”

717/66 July | & 4 - four breaks. tailings in river and flood Goat Hill campground.
Gov. Campbell warns MCA about design and construction of tailings lines.
(see Mar 15 Letter "Enchanted Streams” "We come back and camp at Goat
Hill."

9/15/66  lines repaired - drop boxes added.

11/17/66 Nov. 14 break in discharge line at tailings pond, effluent runs 2 hours.

220 4. =

Pra A
12/23/69 Dec. 5 - malfunctioning pipe at Turquoise Lake, five hours.

Apr. 70 Field & Stream Doyle Kline article p. 5. "DGF reported fifty breaks ...
over past five years.”

12117170 Letter "Why do Molycorp's pipes break?" refers to 11/17 & 11/30 breaks.

Suggests as possible remedy more drop boxes as at Climax mine. {(cf. 6/9/77
& 2/12/75)

5/19/71  rubber pipes - "less suscepﬁble to breakage”

3/14/73  Feb.28 - minor leak

4/24/75  July 6, 74, Jan 13,'75, April 9, '75. Spills into Red River & Goat Hill
Campground. 2 spills reported late, April spill not reported. Suspected 248
fish killed. EID imposes fines, Molycorp declines penalties.

E1/13/75. July 6, 74 break reported as causing an eleven hour spill into Red River.

RLAVEL "recent break contaminated river for several hours."

8/19/76  pipelines being converted to 12 inches.

1/30/77  tailings leaks are "fairly well in hand.” Bob Sacrison.

3/17/77  March 15 - one hour spill into river. 2,350 hatchery fish lost. Pipe replaced
with old rusty pipe.

3/24/77  March 20 - break in line, tailings partly contained by berm, however ten
minute spill - 500 bs tailings - into river.

6/9/77 In preliminaries to EID lawsuit, Molycorp refuses detailed information on
construction of tailings pipes prior to 74 and '75 spills.

8116679
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3/15/79

4/26/79

579

4/17/80
4/24/'80

5/29/80

17180

3/19/81

3/26/81
7/16/81

9/17/81

11/5/81

‘82
83
'84

refers to May 10, 77 spill.

May 8 - 12 inch pipes - breaks in three lines. River milky. "impossible to
estimate amount of tailings in river. First spill in more than a year." (previous
spift May 10, 77) :

"effluent escaping from breaks ... have been major causes of pollution in the
past.” Gus Cordova, EID

foam in river - oily taste in fish. From one of three discharge points. Probable
cause is pine oil used in milling process.

April [9 - spilf into river from loosened coupling where line crosses riveron a -
trestle. FID labels "severe."

Letter - NPDES requires spill prevention ptan for Pope Tailings Lake. Several
spills during first few months of 79.

EID and Molycorp settle over 74 and '75 spills. Molycorp pays $3,000.

Letter - $3,000 is a reduction through plea bargaining from original $6,000
fine.

May 20 - break in pipe 1/4 mile west of mine entrance. Estimated ton of waste
spills into Red River. 30 minute spill.

July 14 spill into river at Goat Hill Gulch. Truck breaks tailings line.

Mid June spill into Acequia del Rio Colorado flows a mile down acequia and
also sprays trees. (PHOTO)

Molycorp does not report acequia spill claiming spills on company land do not
require reports.

March 9 spill into river - 2 to 3 tons - due to wear spot in pipe near Goat
Hill campground. EID checks river. 47th time in five years Molycorp has
reported spills, mostly into Red River. Five spills in 1980 - four in river.

New regulations allow EID to fine Molycorp for March 9 spill.

July 5 break in pipe near Questa Ranger Station sprays tailings over Forest
Service land and property of Moises Rael. Spilis required to be reported to
Water Pollution Control Bureau of the EID.

Sept. 14. Consent decree from out-of-court settlement between Molycorp and
EPA. Molycorp pays $31,000 to environmental fund and agrees to install
rubber-lined pipes by time decree expires in 1983. Molycorp will also pay
$28,000 in Federal fines and $500 to NM for March 9 spil.

Upgrading pipelines. Rubber-lined pipes and relocation of pipes to be
completed by '84.

no spills mentioned in Taos News
"
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3/21/85
4/25/85
4/25/85

5/2/85

5/9/85

5/30/85

6/6/85

6/13/85

8/8/85
2/28/86
8/20/87

2/9/89

5/89

10/89

1/18/90

4/26/90

5/3/90

EID will send historical summary of tailings spills that have affected the Red
River and a summary of actions taken by E1D to Questa Mayor Gaillour.
mentions 3 spills in '84. 2 in river.

April 22 - ton of tailings in south irrigation ditch fills it with silver-colored
water for a mile. 2nd in south ditch this year. ]
complaints about cleanup - tailings left on acequia banks wash back down into
ditch.

April 24 - 1.7 ton spill into river from old line near Cottonwood Campground.
Molycorp hopes new 14 inch rubber-lined pipes required by consent decree to
be installed by October 1, will solve problem.

Molycorp fined 10,000 for Apnl 24 spill.

Moiycorp water samples taken immediately after spill show increase of
several elements downstream of spill. Total Mo - .05 upstream, .19 a haif
mile downstream. '

Letter, re April 24 spill - "Here's a company that can spend $250 million for
expansion but can't possibly keep their pipes from polluting our streams and
rivers ...."

EID measurements show fow levels but samples not accurate since taken five
hours after spill.

Letter - Molycorp's industrial fegacy - "they come, they strip and spill and
they leave.”

EID tours Molycorp. "tailings were found lying along river banks."
Molycorp closes for three and a quarter years. Mill reopens Oct. '89.

fish survive diesel spill.

Mike Hatch of DG&F refers to "naturally and artificially degraded
conditions" of river.

citizens request that Questa receive a share of $10,000 fines levied for spills
that is divided between the EID and federal government. "We get the dump,
we get the waste but we never see a penny of the fines.” Varela.

Mine reopens.

Mill begins pumping slurry.

Tailings line pierced - contaminates acequia 1/4/ mile.

April 13 - 2,000 gallons spill into acequia and four or five acres of farmland.
Molycorp press release on "commitment to environment”

CARTOON - potty training

April 30 - spill on four acres of farmland near downtown. 3rd. spifl in '90.

Pipes are wearing out.
Molycorp environmentalist eats tailing slurry.
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5/31/90

11/29/90

12/13/90
3/21/91

5/30/91

6/6/91

8/13/92

11/3/92
4/27/93
9/19/96
11/21/96

Dig and Dump letter

burst pipeline dumps 1500 gailons of tailings on roads and grasslands.

sixth tailings spill in seven months.

Molycorp is gradually replacing entire pipeline (27 miles) with rubber-lined
pipes, spreading the cost over a long period of time.

Nov. 19 - seventh spill in past year - fills half mile of nearby irrigation ditch.
Repair crews had failed to replace weak section of pipe.

Eventually the entire line will be replaced with rubber-lined pipe. Shoemaker. .

Ditch will be cleaned with shovels to avoid damage to ditches caused by
heavy equipment as in the past.

Letter relating Nov. spill. EPA should impose fines.

Fines for spills between Dec. '89 and April '90. Molycorp fined $125,000 by
EPA in Jan. Molycorp expects to negotiate a lower fine. EID also negotiating
fines.

'We've fixed the pipeline,” Shoemaker

May 21 - Pipe coupling separates causing spill of 20,000 gatlons, one of
largest spills in mine’ s history. Slurry runs 1.5 miles down Questa Citizens
South Ditch.

25 gallons spill into Red River (8/13/92)

EID samples Red River.

Roberto Vigil resists cleanup of May 21 spill claiming scientific analysis
should be done before cleanup.

Molycorp fined for May 21, '91 spill - $10,000 plus $10,000 for not reporting
silver levels in tailings. Levels were 11x more than allowed.

Shoemaker hopes to negotiate lower fine.

Molycorp required to prepare discharge permit for tailings ponds.

Molycorp seeks state permit to discharge waste water from tailings ponds.

Molycorp permitted to discharge tailings into Red River.

Hearings on ground water discharge permit. Residents' concerns, (pipes
cross river) and Molycorp's precautions (launders).
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TAILINGS DUST

Lett’er - tailing dam blows pollutants to Questa High School.
i . .
Molycorp will use chemical stabilizers to prevent wind erosion of tailings.

"Coming into Questa from Taos you can see the dust blowing off the ponds.”
Usual 70 mile visibility cut to under tw¢ miles.

Rash of complaints and surge in patient load at Clinic because of dust.
Letter - Cover tailings with topsoil and plant vegetation.

Molycorp dust control program - surfactant, spigotting and revegetation.
EID says no health threat posed by ponds.

Company and EID studies show roadside dust is more contaminating than
tailings dust.

Dust continues to blow in spite of surfactants. Local citizens group photographs
blowing dust.

May 24 - Dust causes play to be stopped at State Baseball Championship game.
PHOTO .
EID says last analysis of dust done a year ago.

Questa Village council appoints committee to meet with Molycorp officials
about blowing dust.

Village attorney says of dust blowing towards High Schootl, "es una
verguenza.”

Revegetation efforts described as trying to plant a garden on the moon.

October 22 - Citizens meet, charge Molycorp with air pollution. Molycorp's
Thompson says tailings dust is only a nuisance and not a health hazard and not
a critical problem since spraying program began..

Jan 30 - High winds whip up tailings. PHOTO Monitoring gauge at High
School. Last EID report on air quality in Questa was in 1978,

Feb. 10 - Dustiest day of year. Photo of dust blowing over village of Questa.
Molycorp will spray surfactant in March.

April 8 - Questa High School students walk out of class to protest blowing dust
from tailings ponds. Say dust disturbs their siudies.

April 8 - hundred QHS students march to mine. On April 7 couldn't see 100
yards, dust hurts eyes, damages contact lenses, interferes with athletic
practice, they say. PHOTOS

Molycorp says surfactant is sprayed daily in dry months but high winds or
equipment can damage crust.

s
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5/14/81

6/4/8%

7/20/81

9/17/81

10/1/81

11/26/81

1/28/82

2/18/82

4/1/82

4/29/82
5/20/82

6/3/2
6/10/82

6/24/82

May 7 - Students meet with Molycorp officials, show slide show of dust.
May 11 - Students sit out against dust.

Report results of survey of students and teachers on hedh effects of dust,
visitors reactions.

Letter - Danger to lungs of tailing pond dust and suggestions for controlling
dust. .

Resident remembers hunting rabbits and the small ponds in canyon (L.a
Candita) now buried in tailings. Turquoise Lake buried. Dust problems began®
soon after tailings were dumped.

School board study analyzing dust not ready. Residents accuse department of
lack of commitment to dust problem.

High School relocation considered.
School has had dust problems since built in '68.

Molycorp - dust is a problem but it will end. Whole pond will be growing grass
8 inches high in 8 years.

Jan 19 - special meeting to discuss results of tailings analysis by Colorado
School of Mines (CSM). Study shows high arsenic levels. Questa school

superintendent suggests moving school if dust problem is not solved. Air
pollution monitor said to be unreliable.

EID places new dust monitor at school which will measure percentage of
particles being inhaled. Particles smaller than .0005 millimeters reach the lungs:
larger particles are trapped by nasal passages.

Molycorp will contact CSM to reconcile discrepancies between their respective
studies. }

March 29 - heavy winds spread dust over high school. School closing was
considered but a snowstorm cleared the air.

School board meeting - considers retrofitting school to protect students from
dust.

New data from CSM shows arsenic levels at 8 pp/m instead of 400 pp/m
originally reported.

dust monitor not working.

May 11- Concerned Citizens present list of requests to Questa school board:
refund of money paid to CSM, alternate technology to control dust since
spraying doesn't work, relocation of school at Molycorp's expense.

Letter - conflict of interest, 5 of 7 school board members work for Molycorp.

"

common sense and science clash” On dust, too soon to see chronic effects.
Monitor inadequate, only checked once in six days.

Letter - Over the years in spite of Molycorp's efforts we still had dust
problems. This year Molycorp's efforts have paid off, there has been no dust



6/16/83

910/83

1/12/84
5i3/84

12/13/84

3/21/85

5/16/85

5/30/85

6/13/85
8/8/85
2/186
2/20/86

3/20/86

5/1/86
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Letter - to BLM re dangers of tailing site in Guadalupe Mts. Former BLM
fand. now Molycorp’s tailings dump, is present health threat.

Molyeorp promo - Cindy Stark. "Motycorp has been able to conquer its most
overriding environmental challenge ... blowing dust." Seventy Six

Letter - "incredible brownouts” - "disruptions and closure of High School.

April 26 - Village Council meeting - dust reported blowing from tailings ponds
five times in April. Leroy Apodaca of Molycorp says some days there will .
always be dust.

EID responding to number of citizen complaints about dust will double its
testing efforts. Description of monitors and time-lapse camera at high school.
Report due in late summer '84. .

»

Letter - refutes Motycorp statement that tree planting project at mine was a
success. Mortality rate of trees was very high.

State personnel formerty assigned to monitor air quality in Questa now
employed by Molycorp.

March 18 - Village Council Meeting with EID representative. EID will
release in April reports on local air quality from studies in Spring/Summer of
'84. Air samples from monitors at High School, and analysis of molybdenum
tailings and nearby soil will be released in May.

Molycorp rejects by memo tailings dust proposals suggested by councilmen.
Suggestions include spot sprinklers to keep tailings wet, early reclaiming of the
area adjacent to high school, and putting tailings back into open pit.

Letter - ten state and three federal air quality standards violated since 1979,
according to EID. Molycorp's monitoring stations have not been maintained or
operated properly.

Letter - Straighten priorities - "Here's a company that can spend $250 million
for expansion but can't ... wet down their tailings pond so the dust doesn't
choke our children every spring.”

"they come, they strip and spill and they leave."

Director of Instruction for Questa says.dust causes low visibility at school.

Mine closes

Your Turn - Questa will be "fighting to keep from being inundated by
windblown tailings deposits."

100 acres of section 36 to be capped (6 in.) Capping a temporary measure as
opposed to reclamation.

Molycorp may cap more ponds with six inches of dirt and rock.
Letter - New proposed school site wrong - right on NE corner of tailing site.

retterates ation of baseball tournament.

ai‘f—mc]



8/28/88 Editorial "Tailings disposal sites can devastate environment.”

8/28/88 Letter - "What a Dump” "I live near Questa and see clouds of dust from the
tailings site.... | often wonder what is in that cloud that we bregthe because
nothing ... grows,..." '

7 1126/89 Letter - answers above letter. Details 1979 EPA tailings dust analysis of lead,
zine, copper, beryllium, ¢admium, arsenic. Writar a respiratory therapist who
saw oxygen machine filters clogged with inhalable powder. .

5/4/89 Mine reopens

1/10/91 Letter - " ...a beautiful windy day in Questa except for dust storm . . .. Que
mal, tan bonita que era Questa."

< 4/18/91 April 10 - Middle School closes early. High winds whip up clouds of tailings
dust. EID back to collecting samples every six days. Data on current air quality
not available for six months. Questa may ask Unocal Foundation to move
school.
", .. foundation that has the capacity to move towns." .

5/9/91 Letter - To ED re dust on April 10 and sample taking and violations and fines.

12/5/91 Mine closes. Cartoon "No more pollution/ no more jobs."

7/29/93 EID will hold hearings on proposed regulation to control "fugitive dust" from
tailings dump. Approx. 6.5 million tons annually of mine waste pumped into
tailings pond.

v 8/19/93 August 13 - Eight hour hearing. Only 2 of 5 members of EID present at

hearing. Shoemaker says dust is no more hazardous than from a farmer's field
and disputes a school nurse's contention that dust had blown into the school. It
was "conceivable it may have, but that was many years ago."

Citizens show photos to prove that capping of ponds not 90% complete as
Molycorp contends.

12/9/93 Dust proposal killed by EID. Mayor Gallegos was "content” with decision.
10/12/95 Letter - "During the spring winds next year you can sample both the tailings in
Questa . ., - with your lungs - and think for a moment about how our

govemment agencies don't enforce the law, neither do they obey it."

000781
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TAILINGS SPILLS

River polluted, dead fish downstream of mine since Dec. Large numbers lost
at Hatchery.

Early Feb. - cyanide up to 3.8 pp/m in tailings ponds.
Feb. 25, large am't silt released. Called an "inadvertence.”

March 5, - line breaks, slurry in irrigation ditch - covers yard. (photo)
Petty "tailings disposal remains a difficult problem.”

July 1 & 4 - four breaks, tailings in river and flood Goat Hill campground.
Gov. Campbell warns MCA about design and construction of tailings lines.
(see Mar 15 Letter "Enchanted Streams” "We come back and camp at Goat
Hill." :

lines repaired - drop boxes added.

Nov. 14 break in discharge line at tailings pond, effluent runs 2 hours.

—

12/23/69 Dec. 5 - malfunctioning pipe at Turquoise Lake, five hours.

Apr."70

5/19/71
3/14/73

424175

\/1 1/13/75.

7/1/76
8/19/76
1/30/77

311777

A
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6/9777

Field & Stream Doyle Kline articte p. 5. "DGF reported fifty breaks ...
over past five years."

Letter "Why do Molycorp's pipes break?" refers to 11/17 & 11/30 breaks.
Suggests as possible remedy more drop boxes as at Climax mine. (cf. 6/9/77
& 2/12/75)

rubber pipes - "less susceptible to breakage"

Feb.28 - minor leak

July 6, 74, Jan 13, '75, April 9, '75. Spills into Red River & Goat Hill
Campground. 2 spills reported late, April spill not reported. Suspected 248
fish killed. EID imposes fines, Molycorp declines penalties.

July 6, "74 break reported as causing an eleven hour spill into Red River.
"recent break contaminated river for several hours."

pipelines being converted to 12 inches.

tailings leaks are "fairly well in hand.” Bob Sacrison.

March 15 - one hour spill into river. 2,350 hatchery fish lost. Pipe replaced
with old rusty pipe.

March 20 - break in line, tailings partly contained by berm, however ten
minute spill - 500 1bs tailings - into river.

In preliminaries to EID lawsuit, Molycorp refuses detailed information on
construction of tatlings pipes prior to "74 and 75 spills.
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9/17/81

11/5/81

refers to May 10, 77 spill.

May 8 - 12 inch pipes - breaks in three lines. River milky. "impossible to_
estimate amount of tailings in river. First spill in more than a year." (previous
spill May 10, '77)

"effluent escaping from breaks ... have been major causes of pollution in the
past.” Gus Cordova, EID

foam in river - oily taste in fish. From one of three discharge points. Probable
cause is pine oil used in milling process.

April 19 - spill into river from loosened coupling where line crosses river on a
trestle. EID labels "severe.”

Letter - NPDES requires spill prevention plan for Pope Tailings Lake. Several
spills during first few months of 79.

EID and Molycorp settle over 74 and "75 spills. Molycorp pays $3,000.

Letter - $3,000 is a reduction through plea bargaining from originat $6,000
fine.

May 20 - break in pipe 1/4 mile west of mine entrance. Estimated ton of waste
spills into Red River. 30 minute spill.

July 14 spill into river at Goat Hill Gulch. Truck breaks tailings line.

Mid June spill into Acequia del Rio Colorado flows a mile down acequia and
also sprays trees. (PHOTO) |

Molycorp does not report acequia spill claiming spills on company land do not
require reports.

March 9 spill into river - 2 to 3 tons - due to wear spot in pipe near Goat
Hill campground. EID checks river. 47th time in five years Molycorp has
reported spills, mostly into Red River. Five spills in 1980 - four in river.

New regulations allow EID to fine Molycorp for March 9 spill.

July 5 break in pipe near Questa Ranger Station sprays tailings over Forest
Service land and property of Moises Rael. Spills required to be reported to
Water Pollution Control Bureau of the EID.

Sept. 14. Consent decree from out-of-court settlement between Molycorp and
EPA. Molycorp pays $31,000 to environmental fund and agrees to install
rubber-lined pipes by time decree expires in 1983. Molycorp will also pay
$28,000 in Federal fines and $500 to NM for March 9 spill.

Upgrading pipelines. Rubber-lined pipes and relocation of pipes to be
completed by '84.

no spills mentioned in Taos News
"

"



‘/3/21/85 EID will send historical summary of tailings spills that have affected the Red
River and a summary of actions taken by EID to Questa Mayor Gaillour.
4/25/85  mentions 3 spills in '84. 2 in river.

/ 4/25/85  April 22 - ton of tailings in south irrigation ditch fills it with silver-colored
water for a mile. 2nd in south ditch this year.
complaints about cleanup - tailings left on acequia banks wash back down into
ditch.

\/ 5/2185 April 24 - 1.7 ton spill into river from old line near Cottonwood Campground.
Molycorp hopes new 14 inch rubber-lined pipes required by consent decree to
be installed by October 1, will solve problem.

5/9/85 Molycorp fined 10,000 for April 24 spill.
Molycorp water samples taken immediately after spill show increase of
several elements downstream of spill. Total Mo - .05 upstream, .19 a half
mile downstream.

5/30/85  Letter, re April 24 spill - "Here's a company that can spend $250 million for
expansion but can't possibly keep their pipes from polluting our streams and
rivers ...."

6/6/85 EID measurements show low levels but samples not accurate since taken five
hours after spill.

6/13/85  Letter - Molycorp’'s industrial legacy - "they come, they strip and spill and
they leave."

\/ 8/8/85 EID tours Molycorp. "tailings were found lying along river banks.” .
2/28/86  Molycorp closes for three and a quarter years., Mill reopens Oct. '89.
8/20/87  fish survive diesel spill.

Mike Hatch of DG&F refers to "naturally and artificially degraded
conditions" of river.

2/9/89 citizens request that Questa receive a share of $10,000 fines levied for spills
that is divided between the EID and federal government. "We get the dump,
we get the waste but we never see a penny of the fines.” Varela.

5/89 Mine reopens.

10/89 Mill begins pumping slurry.

\,/ 1/18/90  Tailings line pierced - contaminates acequia 1/4/ mile.

\ﬁl26/90 April 13 - 2,000 galions spill into acequia and four or five acres of farmland.
Molycorp press release on "commitment to environment"”
CARTOON - potty training

.\/ 5/3/90 April 30 - spill on four acres of farmland near downtown. 3rd. spill in '90.

Pipes are wearing out,
Molycorp environmentalist eats tailing slurry,

000784
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Dig and Dump letter

burst pipeline dumps 1500 gallons of tailings on roads and grasslands.

sixth tailings spill in seven months.

Molycorp is gradually replacing entire pipeline (27 miles) with rubber-lined
pipes, spreading the cost over a long period of time.

Nov. 19 - seventh spill in past year - fills haif mile of nearby irrigation ditch.
Repair crews had failed to replace weak section of pipe.

" Eventually the entire line will be replaced with rubber-lined pipe. Shoemaker.

Ditch will be cteaned with shovels to avoid damage to ditches caused by
heavy equipment as in the past.

Letter relating Nov, spill. EPA should impose fines.

Fines for spills between Dec. '89 and April '90. Molycorp fined $125,000 by
EPA in Jan. Molycorp expects to negotiate a lower fine. EID also negotiating
fines.

‘We've fixed the pipeline,” Shoemaker

May 21 - Pipe coupling separates causing spill of 20,000 gallons, one of
largest spills in mine' s history. Slurry runs 1.5 miles down Questa Citizens
South Ditch.

25 gallons spill into Red River (8/13/92)

EID samples Red River.

Roberto Vigil resists cleanup of May 21 spill claiming scientific analysis
should be done before cleanup.

Molycorp fined for May 21, '91 spill - $10,000 ptus $10,000 for not reporting
silver levels in tailings. Levels were 11x more than allowed.

Shoemaker hopes to negotiate lower fine.

Molycorp required to prepare discharge permit for tailings ponds.

Molycorp seeks state permit to discharge waste water from tailings ponds.

Molycorp permitted to discharge tailings into Red River.

Hearings on ground water discharge permit. Residents' concemns, (pipes
cross river) and Molycorp's precautions (launders).



waste ponds jUSl west

Environmental
impacts

1965: Molybdenum
Corporation of
America (later
“Molycorp™) begins
operating a massive
open pit strip-tnine east
of Questa, with a
slurry pipeline running
8 miles along the Red
River to supply tailings

of town
1966: US Dept of

Health, Education &
Welfare finds that

overall water quality of '
the Red River is ‘good -

to excepnona]

Tailings pipe break

spills thick mine slurry -

into irrigation ditch,
yards and gardens

Cyanide up to 3.8 .
ppm, lethal to trout,is

‘decanted’ from

tailings ponds into Red

Rn er

e 1968 ‘Turcjuoise

Lake’ tailings pond is
stocked with 2,000 lbs
of trout, many of

which dieoneveof . -
facxhty s dedlcatlon '

" 1970: NM Dept. of

Game & Fish (DGF)

- reports 50 breaks in

000786

tailings pipes over past
ﬁvc years - -

1971: US
Environmental
Protection Agency
(EPA) determines that
water quality in the
Red River remains
good, except for

contamination from
breaks in tailings
pipeline

#7 1974: EPA finds

elevated molybdenum
concentrations in
vegetation along Red
River and Rio Grande

1975: Molycorp pays
State compensation for
kill of 248 rainbow
trout

- 1976: NM

Environment Dept.
documents . .
contamination of
private wells by mine
tailings pond secpage

1977: 2,350 Red River

hatchery fish are lost

 after tailings spill

1979: EPA analysis
shows that dust biown
over Questa from
tailings dump contains
lead, cadmium, arsenic
and mercury .

State Baseball
Championship game in
Questa is halted
because of taﬂmgs dust
storm

1981: Questa High
School students march
to Molycorp to protest
tailings dust; school

~ relocation is considered

47th reported tailings
spill in past five years;
Molycorp is ordered to
upgrade tailings pipes,
pays $31,500 fine

1982: EPA study
concludes that the Red

River is substantially
impaired from metals
loading, with acute
levels of arsenic,
cadmium and silver

1983: 1,600 ft deep
open pit closes, leaving
500 acres of waste
rock dumps containing
328 million tons of
acid-generating
matetial

1985: Molycorp is
fined $10,000 for

 tailings spill into Red.

River

1987: during mid-
1980s, water in the
Red River is turned
‘electric’ blue by
suspended aluminum
compounds

1990: At least seven
tailings pipe spills take
place, many to
Irrigation ditches

1993: elevated levels of
iron, manganese and
zinc are found in
monitoring wells

below tailings ponds

1994: NM Water
Quality Control
Commission reports
that metal-contaminated
seeps adjacent to the
mine have “rendered
[the river] dead for at
least 8 miles”

1995: Amigos Bravos
sues Molycorp under
federal Clean Water
Act aver acid, metal-
laden drainage from
waste rock dumps



1996: NM
Environment Dept.
report concludes that
mine Acid Rock
Drainage (ARD) is
having the greatest
pollution impact on the
Red River, with the
potential to

progressively worsen.

The Red is one of the
most severely metal-
loaded streams in New
Mexico

1998: 30th anniversary
of “Turquoise Lake’, -
now a 65-acre dry
tailings site, the cause
of frequent dust storms

EPA report confirms

~ that a hydrologic

. connection between

waste rock dumps and

contaminated seeps has

been “adequately

established”

1999: NM Office of

~ Natural Resources

Trustee scientists find

- a substantial increase
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in metals loading in

Red River downstream -

of the mine site, with
much of the increase
(especially in
aluminum) having
occurred in the 1980s,
consistent with ARD
generation by the mine
waste rock dumps

2000: while the mine is
in operation, over
100,000 gallons per
day of contaminated
groundwater is
collected in
underground workings
and pumped to the
tailings ponds, which

already have elevated
levels of lead, zinc and
copper

reg
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Inthewind... | o |

Play was stopped several times Saturday (Hatch won) because of low visibility down the area around the fleld, but as this from Molycorp's tailings pons Jast wests
(May 24) in the State AA Baseball Cham- caused by blowing dust. The Questa photograph from near Questa Junior-Senior Lown. High winds stirred op 'ne lathngs &
' plonshlp game between Questa and Hatch Volunteer Fire Department tried to water . High School shows, the dusl was toming mid morning.
oLycorp S tailings olow, splllin river
QUESTA — Molybdenum milling waste flowed where Molycorp maintains several “"ponds’ which Ken Hargls of the E1D office in Santa Fe sald alr  around Wie pipe. He sald he notlennaclive b
into the Red Rlver and tallings pond dust blew allow the tallings slurry to settle, so water used In  qualily rmonitors rernain near the high school, but  the spill already had beenrepuriet
across the Sunshine Valley near here last week. the process canbe put back into the Ped River. the agency has had trouble finding anyone to check” Molycorp spokesman Lewis Trnompsorn of San
The dust caused play to be delayed several times  them and change filters. Fe sald most of the milling tailingy were culiects
The.spill, May 20, was caused by a break ina In the State AA Baseball Tournament at Questa - in shelves near the mill gate "The spang runof!
tallings plpe about a quarter-mile west of the mine  High School. Several baseball fans blamed the - He said the last chemical analyses on the dust  already muddy and we added o that riradireas i
‘atrpnce. It was estimated -that a ton of waste tailings ponds for the dust, but the state Environ- were done ahoul a year ago. Those analyses afew miles.” Thompson said
-pllled Into the Red River ' “e 30 minutes before mental Improvement Division had recelved no re =d no serious health hazards, EID reported. He said EID, the 'S Enwvir ntal Frotecte
‘he break was repairéd. : complaints by Monday (May 28). Cordova, head of Taos' EID office, was on Agency, the US Bureauof [ia.  aragement as
The dust was-caused by .ugh winds. Saturday Molycorp has used a chemlical sprayonthe ponds leave May 20 when the spill occurred. He sald he  the state Game and Fish Depariment were nolith
“May 24), whippling across the area west - Questa  inan effort to stop dust from blow{re el dr e by This Wesh When B srtandd tallbael - epdboameiit

000789
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mcﬁrnad Citizens del Nurte —

Questa environmental group

f%.,_. said theé proposed law did, -
“""hﬁ!"WﬁW‘éﬂo g

and offered,
- B more réstrictive regulation. .
for.the - state environment
‘department — which proposed
- the regulai iy —- called the
- proposal “a tailored approach”
that says a mine oper-:or ¢
Fdo whatever you wan as lo g
-@as’ you don‘t*step 'on your
"helg bor’s toes.”
‘Bill Blankenship of the state
emnronmenf dapartment’s air
~~Quality divici snid the effect
. of the lav: may well come down
“to the “en orcement strategy,”
admlttmg - the*=! -limited
'~raluurces of‘ the environment,.
,department . may - undermine’s:
he regulation if approved.
"I‘heres not. much mcentwe

lankenship said. .
o] y two of ﬂve membera of

f\-

h1bnef

.% Ripley ‘Harwood,.a lawyer: o

-utes per day.”

' Juan Montes (right, =rguc
- Shocmakor over compa: ;

the envn‘onmer ,al
ment board were present at
the eight-hour hearing here.
Hearing  officer ~ William
Brancard said the earlicst pos-

- sible decision on the regulation”

won't take -place until the
board's next meeting, Sept. 10.
The regulation at issue —

"AQCR 512" — ~would not al-

low “emissions from molybde-
num mine tailings to unren-
sonably interfere with the pub-
_lic welfare, visibility or the rea-
sonable use of property. and

" setsn stnndnrd that “no visible
emissions of fugitive dust .

shall occur in excess of five
minutes per hour for one
-observational hour or, 20 min-

~

pointing to aphoto,
~-He denied-an assenion

improve-

. hazardous,”

cap tallings ponds.

David Shoemaker, president
of Molycorp — the mining com-
pany which operates the tail-
ings ponds near Questa that
arc the target of the proposed
regulntion — admitted *if not
properly controlled, the dust is

-poing to blow.” But he said he

felt his company was being
“singled out” by the regulation.

“We don't see a problem
with regulations,” Shoemaker
suid, “so long as.they're reason-
nble 'and apply  to  every
materials hnndlcr in the state

. We're not the only gpne__ptor.'-

of dust in the state.” -

“Our tailings ~are-pnot
Shoemnker” said.,
“It's just ns hazardous o+ this
former’s field right here,” he

: —no-problem;"~he—said—“Ifd

“Shoemaker ' smdm*ﬁfolycorp
. “is absolutely concerned about’

Bob Mentzinger
~lth Molycorp presidenit David
; aflorts ic

gth;:]ththﬁ;_ ELE,

BRAYIME -, ,_’___was

iwm ave

that was many years ago.”
—~—#If there's a-little-bitof d’
that blows off the property, it's

-blows into a schég] or if we're-
dustmg out the commumt)h
then it's'a problem.”

the -health of the citizens of-
Questh,” The fact that Moty_-_

jcorp_hns spent_$4 .million jin_

“capping” the tdilings ponds,’
he said, was prnof of that com-,

: mltment

“We don't. understand why'
the state is praposmg this
regulation when we've taken
steps to control” blowing dust,
Shoemaker said. "

But lawyers for the Questa
environmentalists downplayed
Molycorp's “capping”
They presented recent - pho-
tographs - which, they said;

refute Shoemz\ker 8_-assertion—

that capping efTorts _were. “90
percent complete.”. °

“The time for voiuntary
compliance is -over Wilfred”
Rnel of Questa’ gaid. He sug--

gesbed the - proposed - Tegula-~
_‘tion’s language be expanded. to™

allow blowing dust for only two
‘minutes per day —. not five -
and to restrict dust from “s

efforts. -

'—ITHO

- "10°years too late” and that “a".
diligent- effort has been shown' -
ust- “fromMolycorp "t control t.he

mineral operations” — not just -

\uﬂlbagbangaiﬁo
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~-~HIV ‘ ééts.reschcduled

“-Th‘e--'l‘aos ‘County Heaith Department
l arlnnouhend that the day for free HIV .
p S ) ;%neuduy to- -~ o
‘ nda ept. 7."The anony- .
ous; Pﬂvmﬁlng i open to anyone.
g gram began -in. 1988, 1,352
ity m “parformed; of which 16
; lilv %ml dck:positive for the virus that

Dsészl‘ha»-mtln ~hours—will--
.m:} agcor ng to.cdordi.

“tig said @ meetin
wap' postponed. -

Taos County Arc is in k:or'npilnnéé with ni-
tional standards as thev apply to services
and progfnms offered bv the orgnnimtion.

Youth board mccts* ;
The Youth Advisory Bonrd of t'he Taos "~

meot at 2 p.m. Sept, 1 at Qunlity
Youth advisory cqordlnutor.l(ntharlne Pot.
scheduled for Aug. 18,
or 'moré information,
iy info';;gg:.ﬁ.—.bout ‘the-Youth- AdvhorrBunrd renll- 7765
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Councﬂ The. theme of Lh& luncheon will
be: The Chullengen of Rural Employment
- Strategios in Northiern New Mexigo, The"
., = discussion will center gn TCEDC's strate- -
- gles. of _self-employment_and . small-busi--
_ ness devolopment, ns well as “the chal-
~ lenges inherent to Taos County's economy
is it relates to tourism, cultural diversity.
County ‘Intergovernmontal Council - will-and* government, After the luncheon, the
visitors will tour Taos Pueblo, the TCEDC
business incubntur nnd meet-with oﬂ"cmls

nndl.lt§ ‘
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;E\/Io‘ly mm tal_

; “we wmt unt:l |t dnes, lts going

uest,a_Mnyar._.Lawrenc
Ga llegos gave testimony unan
pprov he—vi

ehalf -of . Molycorp, Gallegos
smd the proposed regulation is"

.tailings dust from thejr'dams.”
Molycorp's Shoemaker smd

_his company. had completed-its—

" capping efforts at the tailings
site. *

“We're 'ir a catch~22 with "
further v ination,” he said,
“It’s too wei to get our trucks in’
there to do more cappmg, bu.t. if

_______ cil that. wemhedJn.nn--~d|craHrm-for-the—s

tob}vw
T Mhe enwronmental fmp?lwé“

ard acts as.a quasi-ju-
mte—":‘:“_——

.(/()(.'i(/ .(‘/()I/(‘

Sunday

at

JG Penn

11993 HILD- RITE

ART AUCTION

OPENTOTHE PUBLIC -

SATURDAY

f}lftil.fS'[‘zt Rece ]mnu

Preview & Silent Auction:

Live Auction:

FREE ADMISSION

Preview & S:i« nt Auction; Noon=2 p.m.
7-9 pan.
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1-4 pun. :
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Dusty day

Tullings dust whips off Molycorp’s tnllings plle enst of
Questa during Fridny's (Jun, 30) high winds. Most of
the dust blows northward, toward Cerro, Below, Tony

February winds
whip up tailings

QUESTA -Dust from
Molycorp’s tallings plle s
most troublesome here during
the windy months st
started, according to a J::\r-
long environmental study.

For_ years, some local
restdenita have protested alr

pollution caused by the
blowing tallings. But
Environmental Improvement

Divislon analyses of alr
quality have turned up no
serious health hazards.

The analysis shows that
particulate levels Increase
here in February, March and
April.

The average partlculate
level here in less than In
Taos.

EID monitors the dust with

building behind

a mechanism that sits atop a

.atorage

Questa Junlor-Senlor  High
Ychool. For 1% years, Tony
Knpinoza, the high school's
head sclence  tenchdr, was
charged wilth chocking the
monitor perlodlically.

Haplnoza sald he removed a
fllter weekly, checked the
guuge, then malled In the
data to a private laboratory
In  Albuquerque. Lagt May,
Gabe Jeantele of the EID's
Tuos office took over the
chores. Jeantete sald he's
also responsible for checking
a monitor alop a storage
bullding In Taos’ Kit Carson
State Park. ..

The last report of Questa's
alr quallity came In the 1078
annual report of EID's alr
quallty bureau, which sald
the particulate matter content
of - Questa’'s alr waas con-
siderably leas than Taoa'.

Vot S

[apinozn, Questa Hgh School selence teacher, used
to chock the KEnvironmentnl Improvement Division's
wlr monitor nenr the school; KID O’HIt',Iillu took over

that chore In May.

_Ad blit> brinos Red River skiers
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Dust walkout

Walkout students hear Mrs. Juan Ortiz,
challenge Molycorp general manager Robert Sacrison
to spend a day at the school. Sacrison, right, agreed to

left center,

send a representative to meet with etudents. Far right,
QHS senlor Nancy de Herrera reads a statement
protesting dust pollution. A

Apric 16 ¥

bullhorn served as her podium in the confrontation near
the new maln entrance W Lthe mine on Goat Hill six miles

Stale Follce car and east of Questa.

QHS considers redesign to keepout dust

By STEVE WINSTON

QUESTA—Questa High students say they want
to see Molycorp take gwift action to control dust
from its tailings dump near the school.

Supt. Gllbert Archuleta sald Monday (April 18)
school officlals are studying a plan to adapt
school buildings to help keep dust out of the
classroom.

Nancy de Herrera, a spokesman for the
students, told Moly officials Wednesday (April 8)

that the mine dump Is ‘‘the biggest industrial-

polluter in Questa."

____A confrontation between students and Moly
officlals climaxed & march Wednesday from QHS
to the mine by about 100 students.

Archuleta sald & dust storm 'I‘uesday probably
ied to the wa.moul The superintendent sald his
plans to adapt the bullding include elminating
windows on the southwest side, for example.

DE HERRERA charged in & prepared
statement that dust blowing from the mine dump
creates a health hazard at the high school. %

She sald, '"We, the students of Questa High
Bchol demand that the problem created by the
Moly mine tallings pond be dealt with."

Molycorp officials - Robert Sacrison, Cindy
Stark, Leroy Apodaca and Lew Thompson heard
the complaints where mine security personnel

“haned the-march near the Goat Hili mine en-
000792

De Herrera sald dust blown from the tallings

site irritates students' eyes, skin and nasal
passages.
Sacrison, Moly general manager, told the

students, "'It's a problem we recognlze."

‘He sald dust control equipment bought two
years ago had proved inadequate but that It is
belng replaced with Improved equipment bought
recently.

Environmental Coordinator Cindy Stark said a
surfactant she described as simllar to "‘a mixture
of latex and Elmer's glue'' had been sprayed on

" the dump since Jaruary.

Ms. Stark sald later that the problem could be
alleviated but never fully eliminated.

MARCHING students sald the dust is a con-
tinual problem at the school.

““Yesterday at the school, you couldn't see 100
yards ahead of you,' said James Medina, son of

school board member Frank Medina. (He was
referring to Tuesday, April 7.)
Another parent, Joe Cisneros, said, ‘I will not

send my kids to school under these conditions."
Freshman Beverly Archuleta sald, “I'm

marching because the dust destroys your eyes.""
Students wearing contact lenses sutfer both

discomfort and damage to their lenses,

Senlor Joe Gallegos of Cerro said the dust in.
teferes with athletic practice after school.

Rick Wallence, an adult at the demonstration,
sald he had moved here from San Antonio to
eacape pollution.

Sacrison agreed to meet with the students

Monday (April 12), but they later asked thai the

meeting be postponed so tney could study the
problem further.

Sacrison asked the students 0 draw up a list of
questions to preesent to the company's
representative at the meeting.

en losvalles

Cops quit Questa;
sheriff onpatrol .

. QUESTA-—-Mayor Max Ortega the force for two years mcmding pred-ecemr ‘was Nick Jaramillo |
sald the Village Council here #1ma  nt  thn Qe
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an sprawl

Ulgenl people to fove nway from
o replaced by outslders who can In-
vala of thousands In condominiums.

hut as property priges rise, absentee
.wcomes a problem, With owners acting
hled way to maximize profits.

i prices lest peoples valuea, warned
"land remaln In Its natural state, or witl
ped for condominfums? It's up lo the
4 to sel guldelines before cholcos are
nult,

~ry genernlly ngreed that Taos (s still a
charming town. ‘"'Bend-over-

friendly,"" 1s how Dorothy Willinma ot

cInga deacribed some Tuosenos,

td there 13 1 lesson to be learned from

pld growth: do as much master plan-

thle nnd “don’t wall untfl the problem

w' Hefore you nweed publle tran-
Jdun on what you will need, since such
¢ Ume to lmplement, And keep

‘n, she warned,

xocutlves ngreoed thal what's good for
ople—a vital, friendly, well-planned
! for the lourists too.

teachers

Wl of engineers,

ra New Mexico already losts

1w leacher compelonce. The stute or

w aghool districls, howaver, ahould
Alao look hard at some meoaaurs
of o teacher's performance in the

w claoaroom.

10 Civen that atudenta take the

o 108 and other exams, we still

1.  need ona pegged to the idea that

n Johnny's akllls should increame

‘a hyone year for avory yoar wu pny
taxau to kanp him achool.

r Making skilla botter 1a golng to

forum

She lived there

Editor:

Ilived at San Fellpe for 1% years. [ have been
there when we had bad and good times, andJ can
tell you that the accusatjons which were plaeed
againat Bob Conte are untrue. (I will swear to
that tn & court room.

I am now llving with a very nice couple. Some
of the kids were not so lucky, they were put into

" above article, I ask you to pray

ir famllles.
up homes and split up from the
'}‘?r:a %eople {rom the state clalmed they would
not place any of the children In group I:omea& i
k you for taking time to rea e

il syt tor the children .
of San Fellpe Del Rlo. !

TAMMY WORDEN

San Fellpe

Contractor protests

The following letter, to Tuoa Town Manager
Carloa Miranda, was sent to The Taos News for
publication,

[ write this concernlng your remarks In the
Jan. 8 lssue of The Taos News, since Uhis Ls pot
the flrat time that you have apparently chosen to
give lesa than an nocurate description of 4-1)'s
(contractors) performance. According to the ar-
Ucle:

“Becnuse the contractor (4-D) was behind
schedule, Miranda explalned, and ollowed the
waork to go undone untll winter, he now must walt
for fuvorable temperatures In the spring.

““They should have had that (Paseo Puehle
Norte) paved before winter set In,” Mirandn ex-
plained.”” :

You may or may not wish to recall that the
schedule to which you refer ealln for 1,000 feet of
sewer constructlon to be completed on Paseo del
PPueblo Norte In the 82 days between Octo 1 and
Dee. 1, with nddittonn] work “as wenther per-
mita, " '

Since you personally nre pvolved In the
payment procedure, you have in fact already
agreod thal nearly twice that amount
(apuocifically 3,040 foet) wan Inntnlled on Paseo
Norte during that pertod,

I am compelled o polnt vul that we, In fact,
did not start this particulnr run untll Oet. 12, In
order to avold dlsruption of tho Octohoer Arta
Festival, even though, undor the contract, we
could have started Oct, 1. Further, no work was
done during the flve-day Thanksgiving hollday
weokoend, ngnin, out of deference to the needs of
the community In which we live and work.

A falrer statement by yourself concerning -4-
D's work on P'uaco del Pueblo Norte would have
dlaclosed that 4-1) Constructton Co., Inc, waa, In
fuet, ahond of schedule, not behind sehedule s
you ataled, and hag excelled In wminkmizing the
Impact upon thoe loeal community of a projoct of
this acopo.

Concerning your remark that woe “allowed the
work to go undone untll winter,' I feel thnt o
tulrer romark by you would have polnted out
that the contract documenta themnelves state:

“In order to minlmlize traffic interruption, the
contractor shall mako all possible offorts lo
muximize collection line construction unlong
Paseo del Pueblo durlng tourist off-seuson.
Tourlst off-seanmon occurs In Taos during the
montha of Aprll and May, nnd October and
November." Y,

LI you ask nround, you will no duu})l‘ltmrn
that winter camao vory oarly this year In Taon,
and very hurshly. Evon no, 4-D had propared to
suftticlontly pave all work done on ’negoo 80 an to

~gol through the winter without major potholes

and would have donoe so but for an equipment
brenkdown on the part of the onty funetioning
asphalt suppller this slde of Albuquerqgue,

Hy the Ume Lthe asphalt sub-contractor was
agaln functionlng, flve days Inter, weathar
prohihited any further paving,

...While [ do not expect you lo glve 4-D the kevs
to the cily, I do expect you to glve an acturnto

wud falr responae to those persons inquiring of -

the Taos séwor project. Your remarks to rute
have not done mo, and have, In fact, unfairly
critlelend moma af tha nennle far whars uon

3
ondence to

The Taos News welcomes corresp 7
the Forum. Letters must be original, limited to
300 words in length and hand-signed by the
author. Your turn columns must be Hmited to 400
words.

Address your letter to Furum, The Tauos News,
Horx U, Taos, N.M, 87571

atiflo the very medlum which you review.

Also, In every phase of artistic life, yome ar-
Usls nre more accomplished than others. But f
you want the quallty of artistlc life In your com-
runity to lmprove, In general you have to en-
courage ull of the people who ire trylng.

The arts in Taocs recelve national recogrdtion.
Your paper should be encouraging this sort of
recognition to flourish, and encouraging local
nudlenees to support It. Think nbout il

MICHAEL SIMON

MARTINA HOLLEUFICR

Tuos

Moly wreaks havoc

Hdltor:

The Dgc. 22 The Taos News story “EID to
Digest New Moly Data' ralses many {ssues on
the Moly mine's proposed new tallings pond. So
nny, In tact, that to understand and judge the
{asue is difficult.

This can be greatly simplitied, however, by
looking at the effect Moly hus had on our alr and
walor,

Anyone who has seen the Incredlble brown-
ouls in Quosta can see some of the effects
tallings dust has on alr quality. It has physlcally
cauned the diaruption and closure of activities at
Questa High School, v - .

The water |ssue s not us viaible. As a flahing
gulde and frequent visltor to the canyona of the
Hed River and Rlo Grande River, 1 hnve seen an
Incredibly productlve troul stream. ‘"o~ Red
River, virtually deatroyed. Seepage, above and
below ground, and devastating spills, have
scrubbed, polsoned and burled the fish and in-
necllite,

Thia same condition Ix now becoming all too
apparent In our Rlo Grande. Flshing usigw Ils
confluence with the Red ls becoming rer
each yedar. >

How can we expect a better outcome from a |

much larger tailings site (400 foot 1 d5me)
when an almoat entirely out of producilen mine
han caused such ha%oc to our alr and water?

The mine creates a number of badly needed, "
Jobm and hopeéfully, WIth'a’ more responalble at-
Utude toward the onvironment, will continue to
do so, But, let's not torget that our tourist In-
dustry was the malnatay of our economy before
the mine and will be aftor the mine has closed,

Provided, that 1s, that too many of thelr hum-
bers who came to the Land of Enchantmont
don't become disenchanted from belng forced 1o
drive to the gorga through the tooth-gritting fog
of airborne talllngs to gnre into the chemldal
blue deptha of our "Wild River.”"

TAYLOR BTREIT 5.

Arroyo Seco ’

\

L , 4 .
- am s m s~ 0 L
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Recyeling Taos Jtyle

Money raised by three

elections, plus a lump of state
aid, has been invested at
three and a half percent by
the county school board ... for
a high school at Questa ... an
elementary school at Ranchos
.. and a three-room addition
at Arroyo Seco ...

county school district bond

7

orum

P g

. Support long-term
8 . medical care

The following letter, addressed to
‘p. Bill Richardson, was sent to The
08 News for publication:
Your letter of Jan. 9 solicits the opinion
~onstituents regarding the Catastrophic
re Act and, in response, I offer the fol-
/ing comments.
! Of course assistance in the event of ca-
| .trophe is important, but it is not nearly
acute a problem as long-term care,
.ich is needed by a much larger percent-
: of the elderly, and its method of fi-
ncing adds one more burden to the al-
uly overburdened senior population. It
.imply a Band-Aid where a tourniquet is
:ded and, worse than that, a Band-Aid
slied to the wrong spot. The legislation's
mary purpose has been an attempt to
ack the move toward some sort of
..<rsal medical coverage.
My own situation is fairly typical. [ am
ired and my principal source of income
jocial Security. The increased premium
Medicare and the $4 per month charge
Catastrophic coverage takes a major
+ out of the 4 percent Social Security in-
ase which, even without that deduction,
‘s not reflect the actual rise in cost of
‘ng—in my case, more than 12 percent
the basics over the previous year.
“urther, your statement that the cost of
«digap policies should come down”
ms to be wishful thinking; my coverage
ough AARP (Prudential) will go up
g;than 656 percent in 1989. How about
gressional investigation of the insur-

‘e companies?

suggest that Congress, which so ca-
ly embraced free trade with Canada,
» serious consideration to importing
e of the features of our northern neigh-
‘s health care system, acknowledged by
ny to be far more superior to our own.
AARY L.R. JOHNSON
Fnos

Proud Democrats
'~fend Mike, Skitt

Lor:
his letter is in response to the article
¢ Big Lie."

My husband and I are proud Demaocrats
and were former residents of Taos, Santa
Fe and presently Espafiola. We are partial
to Taos because we have family there and
keep in touch with them often.

We were surprised at the type and qual-
ity of articles being written where Taos
politics are concerned. We find it hard to
understand what the difference is between
Mike Trujillo and other politicians before
him. There have been politicians in years
past that have hired family, friends and
yes, even relatives, for example: Mayor
Santistevan, either “technically or out-
right;” and with or without resumés! We
understand that The Taos News hires
without a resumé!

If you look back to the history of politics
in Taos or the United States for that mat-
ter, you will probably find that we have all
been “victims” at one time or another.

The only difference is that Mike Trujillo
is new to politics and will have his share of
mistakes; he jusi happens to be-related to
Frunk R. “Skitt” Trujillo who is well-
known in the political arena.

We get the impression from your article
that Frank is the main objective, and not
Mike. Is The Taos News hurtini,' for read-
ers that you must stoop so low as to
change the color of your paper to yellow?

Frank Trujillo sells papers. Maybe you
shouldn’t bite the hand that feeds you!

The new commission is probably one of
the best that Taos will have in a long time,
They deserve the same chance as others
before them have had. The people of Taos
are intelligent enough to make their own
decisions. If they felt that Mike and the
other commisgsioners couldn’t do the job,
they wouldn’t be there now.

JEREMY AND

BEATRICE SANTISTEVAN

Espafiola

“Mect no stranger

Editor: .
Thanks to Jimmy Gallegos and Joe
Agpuilar for stopping to put out a fire which

had started in some garbage in '-_110 back of yonrs or more before their pro

our pickup.

The Taes News welcomes correspon-
dence to the Forum. Letters must be origi-
nal, limited to 200 words in length and
hand-signed by the author. Your Turn col-
wmns must be limited to 350 words.

Please include your phone number. Pref-
erence will be given to writers who do not
wish to withhold their names. Writers are
asked to submit no more than one letter per
month.

Address your letter to Forum, The Taos
News, Box U, Taos, N.M. 875671,

could just drive on by.
BETH GOLDMAN
DIANE FICHTELBERG
Taos'

Writer describes
tailings dust

Editor:

A few weeks ago a reader asked this col-
ump if anyone knew exactly what was in
the Moly mine tailings dust. Perhaps this
information will be helpful.

In June of 1979, a sample of tailings
dust was gent tothe EPA for analysis. The
material was sieved through a 250 micron
screen and tested. It was found to contain
164 micrograms per gram of lead, 163
meg/Gm of zine, 98 mcg/Gm of copper, 0.4
mcg/Gm of beryllium, 0.57 meg/Gm of cad-
mium (mixed sample), 10.8 mcg/Gm of ar-
senic and a trace of mercury.

As a respiratory therapist I have visited
several oxygen patients in the Questa area
and have noticed that oxygen machine fil-
ters in those homes adjacent to the tail-
ings pond were always clogged with a very
fine powder. The fine particles are of the
size that might be inhaicd into the lung
and stay there, i.e. they would not be fil-
tered out in the nose. Anyone exercising
when the wind is blowing the dust about
would be at an increased risk of inhaling
significant quantities of this material be-
cause we usually breathe through our
mouth during heavy exercise, as might be
exhibited by schoolchildren on the play-
ground, The long-term health effects of
this are open to speculation, but we know
that asbestos workers had a lnitime of 20

lems were
evident. o

It is a comfort to know that strangers™ "CHRIS KNOX

take an interest in helping out, when they

Embudo
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Editor:

I am writing to express my
deep disappointment in The
Taos News for refusing to
consider the Concerned Citi-
zens of Questa's press confer-
ence important enough to at-
tend. Also it seems that the
person writing the article for
your paper was more inter-
ested in inflaming the public,
exacerbating tension between
citizens with differing opin-
ions and believing Molycorp’s
PR than presenting a good
piece of journalism.

Did this writer even attend
the Questa meeting? Because
if the Questa mayor's arro-
gant and disrespectful re-
mark was the only quote he
or she thought pertinent from
that meeting, then reporting
has hit a new low. Totally ab-
sent from the article was the
fact that the folks who spoke
against Rhe proposed tailings
pond site were both Hispanic
and Anglo and were not
against development per se
but were vitally interested in
the health and well-being of
all Questefios. Over two
hours of detailed health and
environmental testimony was
provided by the many mem-
bers of the ‘Concerned Citi-
zens of Questa—a coalition of

local citizens from Questa,
- Cerro, Latir and La Lama. To
- dismiss the hours and hours

of research of this group of
folks interested in ti:: long-
term health and welfare of
Taos County as the work of

“outsiders” is not only disre-

A copy of the following

‘letter, addressed to Rob-

ert Dale, Bureau of Land
Management, Albuquer-
que, was sent to The Taos

. News for publication.

Regarding Molyo6rp’s pro-
posal for a waste dump in the
Guadalupe Moumkains, it is
my firm belief that the peti-
tion submitted in favor of the
waste dump is very inaccu-
rate and is not endorsed by a
lot of people from the commu-
nity of Cerro. Before that pe-
tition is considered by the
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, consideration should
be given to the man who or-

ized the petition, Mr.
ilbert Begura of Cerro.

When tha iasus arose of an
airport being constructed in
Cerro, in the vicinity of Mr.

=

spectful but also inaccurate.

The real outsider here is
the Molycorp company itself,
owned by Unocal with head-
quarters in California. They
don't have to live with a dead
Red River, the spills of highly
toxic water into acequias, the
lead-contaminated wells or
the blowing dust that will ul-
timately force the Questa
High School to close. And
Molycorp is constantly chang-
ing its position about when it
will open, leading peoplé to
believe that unless the Guad-
alupe site is approved, Moly-
corp cannot -resume opera-
tions. This, of course, creates
a great deal of tension be-
tween differing factions in
the community when the real
issue about whether the mine
will open or not has to do
with the international mar-
ket and the price of molybde-
num.

This issue is8 crucial to
Taos County and it is com-
plex. The draft environmen-
tal impact statement (EIS)
was poorly done and Moly-
corp and the Bureau of Land
Management know it and
were suprised at'the organi-
zation and astuteness of the
tailing pond opponents. The
people of Taos County de-
serve a similar 'degree of as-
tutencss from the reporter(s)
who cover this issue for the
only local paper most of Taos
County residents read.

CATHY HOPE

San Cristobal

Cerro wants to save mountain

. Editor:

aspects concerning the im-
pact that Molycorp’s dump
would bring to the Guada-
lupe Mountains and our com-
munity of Cerro.

Enclosed is a petition that

1, Joe Vigil, submit on behalf

of the people of the commu-
nity of Cerro, NM. These
people live right here, Mr.
Dale, these are not people
who would come to work at
Molycorp from 50 to 100
milos away and can care loss
what happens to the Guada-
lupe Mountains. This consti-
tutes more than half of the
community’s households.
Their voice must be heard,
Loo.
These, Mr. Dale, are the
true natives of Cerro. The si-
lent ones, afraid to voiee their

sonserna  afraid af tha man.’

ster (Molycorp) over the
mountains. Silen{.lyn th_ey

1l TR

’

Levi’s® Unlined Denim
Jacket for Men

Reg. $40. This is the denim jacket
that set the standard for all the rest.
Levi's® denim jacket Is made from
+100% cotton and styled with a yoke
front, button closures and side pock-

ets. In men’s sizes.

—
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submit written comments on

the airport to the council, but

the council will not consider

them.

“Tha " ' Coalition “for " ~an=-
Environmental Impact State-

ment claims that the 1986

environmental assessment did

Tot adequately address the

environmental affects of the

expansion, The assessment

found “no significant environ-

mental impact.”

“The council meeting
agenda is the prerogative of
the mayor and the council,”
Cordova said. “For this issue,
the public participation input
from citizens took place in
1987, and when the final pub-
lic hearing was held in August
1987, the process was over.”

Cordova said that “at some

point,” a decision has to be
made.

“The airport project is now
in the design stage,” Cordova
said, “not the public comment
stage. The design should be
finished by March or April,
1991. The bids will go out
shortly thereafter.”

Always turniﬁg

Proof that the world is constantly rotating is evident in
this 30-minute time exposure of the night sky above
Taos Mountain from Las Colonias. The track from a

blinking satellite is visible in the lower right han
of the photo. Cokd clear nights and a wanir
made for excellent star gazing in Northern Nev.

Mine blamed for polluted groundwater

i

By Julie Mullen
Staff Writer

Carlos and Gloria Herrera are suing
Molycorp and its parent company, Union
0il Company of California, in Taos County
District Court claiming a poisonous brew
from the mine company’s Questa tailings
ponds has ruined their water, spoiled their
land and harmed their health.

The Herreras live a quarter-mile south
of the Molycorp tailings ponds and claim
their groundwater is contaminated by ef-
fluent from the ponds. Fred Waltz, the
Herreras' attorney, filed the complaint
against-Molycorp Dec. 5, alleging personnl
injury and property damage.

Groundwater south of the tailings pond
is contaminated, according to Stuart Cas-
tle of the state Environmental Improve-
ment Division (EID) in Santa Fe, but
Molycorp, Inc., has not been cited or fined,
Castle said.

“There have been no penn]tnes so far,”

he said, “but it is always a possibility. Pen-_

alties are a matter of last resort.”

Castle said the EID has asked Molycorp
to assess the extemnt¢I the contamination
with the n%ency‘s guldance “Then we need
to-get it cleaned.up,” he said. “The first
step is to negotiate with the company.”

olyco is liable for contamination,
“astle said, even though the tailings pond

‘effectively unregulated by laws that
protect groundwater.’ The -tailings ponds
and related. eont.nm{nntion existe prinr to -

1977 when pertinent regulations went into
effect.

“The facility didn’t have to submit an
application,” he said. “There is no ground-
water discharge plan on the tailings
pond.”

The pending decision on the u.nd
water discharge plan' for Molycorp's
proposed Guadalupe~Mountain—tailings
site will not be affected by the Herrera
suit, Castle sald.

“The.outcome of the suit }s not of émrtic-

ular interest to the EID. The Gua
pite rec‘uires a permit before insmllntwn
and will be done in ‘a different fashion

all”
The Herreras claim their well water has
become undrlnkablo, ibr hnmam or 'live

MOlYCOI’D mine manager Dava Shoemakor at the lalllngs ponds Bryan Welch

(than the existing t.aillngs ponda) if at

stock, and that effluent comes to the
surface through springs-and flows across !
their property, ruining the soil itself. i

Gloria Herrera also claims the water ™
hau made her sick. She nns suffered
“severe abdominal pains, vomiting and
great physical and emotional dnstrean
according to the law-uxt.

‘The lawsuit staics the groundwater —
under the Herreran property containg :
“greater total dissolved solids and sulfates .-
in“excess of New Mexico water quality
standards.” =
.. Céstle._confirmed that contention but. =1
said the water is unpalatable but not toxic. l_;

"Although he said, “Iauppoae in sufi- ~

Pluu lu MINE. Page A-z
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Little shoppers

John Hanron

I;,‘Or
"1 Scares of arts and crafts booths tilled two rooms of the Taos  ley, as Robin Marquis ol Cmbudo finds other distractions.
tate Civic Plaza Saturday (Dec 8) as the town's Yuletde Festi- - As everyone was out and about for the Yulotide season,
val continued. Here, Ayla Shipley of Gallina Canyon wiscly  vendors al the lair said that moslt people were JUSl looking
makes her Christrmas choices in front of her dad, Brett Ship-  and selling was rather slow.
s MI
iths
10): administrative services manager ut unavailable for com t at time.
' Continued from Page A-1 Y : ment at press time.
- Molycorp, Inc., told the Herreras on According to Ellen Morton, Shoe-
col-  cient quantities, anything can make Feb, 24, 1988, that their groundwaler maker's secretary, they are not yet
nal  you sick.” was bad and would cause diarrhea. aware of the lawsuit. §
nd It is commonly known that too many Apodaca returned on March 14, 1988,  Gene Dewey, president of Molycorp,
sulfates can make a person sick, nccording to the suit, and told them Inc., said through his secretary at
4); according to Ken McCallum, environ- that their groundwater was safe Lo Union Oil Company’s Los Angeles of-
m-  mental supervisor for the EID in Taos, drink, fices that he knows nothing about the
vy causing diarrhea and discomfort. ‘Both Apodaca and Dave Shoemaker, lawsuit and referred questions to ~
The suit claims that Leroy Apodaca, mine manager, were out of town and Molycorp administrators in Questa.
|
W
D

./,
NS

3 DAYS ONLY. THUHS FRI. & SAT. DEC.13;14-& 15— -
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By Lisa UTeler
Corraspondent
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Taos County, under new federal within the next month. out

Dust

Unocal
10 move
school

By John Hanron
Staft Writer

The Questa School Board is
considering asking Molycorp's
parent company, Union Oil
Company of California (Uno-
cal) to pay for moving the mid-

. dle schoo{ away from the duyst

t,mhngn disposal ponds west of
Questa.’

-.—The -proposal- came a day
after Questa-schools closed an
hour early when high winds
Apnl 10 whipped ¢louds of tail-

Es dust up, enshrouding.the
| less than a mile down-
win
Dwtrict superintendent
John Romero said his intention
was to ask the.-Unocal Founda-
tion, the {)hilnnthropic arm of
Union Qil, to buy a new site
and build a new middle school
 away from the persistent dust
“cloud.™ ;
- “I'm talking about going to a
foundation that has the capac-
ity to move towns,” he told the
board. “If we can show them
that we have some issues horc,

| maybe they could relocate us.”
igh-school principal Steve
s -_Archulet.n, who was acting ad-
“ministrator April 10, mado the
call to send the students home
when ' the winds u'}iifted from

.

Rep. Bill Richardson can draw a dollars per year in.new federal fund.mg presentad Richardson with a proposal peor
==t protect the area. s ==r=ws= === = f5r"an"NCA with a$12.3 million bud- "Nort
Taos Conn residents packed the know there are strong feelmgs, get on March 6. The designation would 0.

= Town . Council Chambers on Civic Richardson told the crowd of about prmnde more money for managing the zens
__Plaza Drive for a special meeting with 130..“This is a time not. to hold-back. - river -corridor and-would-bring new Two
“Richardson to discuss the proposed Rio Give me your concerns.” regulations -~to~ protect = natural area
Grande del Norte National Conserva- - Richardson said after he knows his resources and educate visitors about and

tion Area (NCA) Saturday (April 13).

The propoued conservatlon area introduce a bill to Congress proposing  “This is a chance we have to honor 0

protection and could bring millions of A '14-member citizens’ commnu.ea Arel’

constituents’ wishes, he hopes to Northern New Mexican culture. onm

?—.. - dloud- blowing _off the. mina's.

- Please see DUST, Page A-2

LIPS

_View from the dttch oo g T

Scores of local workers grabbed their shovels and = Here, Henry Valeriosshoval hauls a
Jumped Into the dilch for the annual ¢leaning of La  of rock at the entrance to a culver
Acequia Madre del Rio Chiquito and La Acequla del Madre. Ditch assoclations througho
Monte del Rio Chiqullo in-Taipa’ Shtdi'dav IAprﬂ 13)..” _Mexico have been “cleaning out_y;

i W"S‘?"t‘?“ﬂ_

R

“T%W\'mm “‘-a‘-‘ntn! l\]nmnr‘!
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DUST

Continued from Page A-1

-the south to the southwest.

He said it was the first time that he
was aware of that the schools were ever
dismissed early because of the dust. In
the early 1980s, former superintendent

Gilbert Archuleta put his principals on®

alert several times because of the paossi-
bility of early dismissals because of
dust. At that time, the current middle
school was Questa High School.

Molycorp mine manager David Shoe-
maker said the situation April 10 was
unique because a section of pipe that
normally helps keep'the tailings wet
was disconnected for repairs, so a larger
area of tailings than normal dried out
and became airborne in the powerful
gusts of wind.

“They got caught off guard with that

. line being down,” he said. “It was five in
the afternoon before they got it working
again.”

Shoemaker pointed out that wind
and dust were bad all over the state
that day.

Molycorp has consistently stated that
the tailings dust is simply a nuisance,
and that there is no evidence linking
the tailings to health hazards.

School board member Danny Pacheco
brushed aside concerns of ,ossible

CONGRESSM AN

health hazards and suggested the board
stick to its priority — education. :

“They play out in that dust, I p]ayed
out in that dust and I think everyone in
this room played out in that dust,” he
told a room full of concerned residents
at the board meeting. “Furget about the
tailings. This should be handled com-
pletely outside the school district.”

His comments brought groans from
some of those present at the meeting.

“Only an idiot would let their kid g9
out_and-breathe all kinds of things,”
said Leroy Rael, a member of the
environmentla group, the Concerned
Citizens of Questa. “In 20 or 30 years,
who's going to pay the medical bills?”

Air Quality Bureau chief Cecilia Wil-
liams said the state Enrvironmental
Improvement Division does not make
determinations about health risks of
airborne particulates. EID environmen-
talist Juan Ortega of the Taos office col-
lects samples every six days from a
monitor at the middie school that accu-
mulates airborne particles smaller than
10 microns, a size that would be small
enough to lodge in the lungs. A micron
is one on@thousandth of a millimeter.

“We're not going to say that there are
no risks, because we don’t know,” Wil-
liams said. Data on current air quality
will not be available for about. six
months.

Romero  presented  the board
Thursday (April 11) with an $8,830 cost
estimate for a complete land audit of

.

John Hanron

The Questa Middle School sits downwind from myaorp s tallings ponds

the middle school site that would help
the Unocal Foundation find a new home
for the school.

“It’s like being between the Hatfields
and McCoys. We're caught between two
factions,” Romero said. “Every time
something like this occurs we become

the focal point of a controversy. We
don’t need that.”

Unocal last week announced plans to
sell Molycorp, the subsidiary which
owns the Questa mine, before the end of
the year,

Continued from Page A-1 -

convert some private land ¢
federal ownership.

Mining _ limitations would
not affect the mines now
~nerating in the area or the

“significant mining activity”
within the Rio Grande NCA,
“much o the chagrin of many
membs.s of the committee,”
said cc.nmittee-member Geoff
Webb of the State Land Office.

Nor-

000799

-n Harvev arenrecnn.

poses limitation of future min-
i.g claims, but conceded such
limitations likely would not
have a significant impact on
jobs in Taos County.

“Private lands will not be af-

fecte © " anid Rurenn of Tand

easier for Taos County resi-
dents to use her agency’s
lands. Plus, the conservation
area would, she said, provide

conservation area. He said the

Questa schools were closed for
half a day last week due to
Mo]ycorp mine tailings blow-

money to preserve historical _ingin the high winds.

uses and educate the public

Abhant RMevthnrm Aawe Mavinan

John Hlmes a Taos busn
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Pan l\uw Law T l«rhlened

R A )
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i(trcnhcr \H)LI(OI‘S of the me of Wnrrnms
T:*Hl“""”’z ordinance will be sub- “shall” he
l ot fines of up to $200 or 15 days

fﬂ,n who keeps
’T‘C Tavs Town Council adopted a

wwordinance this week which makes
et Lparking. double - parking, and

rhing outside m
and prov pling A means

et qmilar actions were illegal in
. bhut there was no provision
e forcang . pd\ ment for violations,

he pasts

The “hasic”
s cents puid within
e violation A S fine w

rm improper parkln;,,
#

o recewving o parking

pﬂ However, failure to

st of the violator.

I

,.

arked spaces itlegal

" fine for over-parking

aces. and $2 for blocking (double-
garl\[’]") cars at metered spaces,
Tre ordinance provides that a per-

wve a heaning hefore the municipal
wlge within the five-day grace per-

« ask such a hearing within the five
J(nr farlure to appear for a re-
ues'cd hearing, will result in the is-
smce of a hench warrant for the ar-

for enforce-

The

five days of '
ill be levied
in metered

pavment,

ing tickets

day.
ticket may
the council
pay the fine pal parking
er;. he siid

ground,
should he

2 , weeks”

—— =

judge upon petition by the town clerk,

tions. The municipal judge, upon con-

viction of the vinlator, mny nssess a
fine of from $5 10 $200 or order a 15
day-maximum jail sentence, plus the
original amount of the fine.

The council took the action after
Tans News publicized records
showing that the town had lost thoy-
sands of dollars in fine revenues he-
cause it had no means of enforcing °

The council mentioned this Monday
night. and alse noted that over-park-

written at the rate of nearly 30' bcr

Mayor Jesse Vigil also reported to
fayed on the Guadalupe Plaza munici-
to dig holes for meters in the frozen
and estimated

once work begins.

FACEERON SRS R c'n(?"\‘hm“mt

the ordinance sta t es,
issued by the municipal

records on meter viola-

during February vycrc

that work has heen de-

Jot because of the weath-
it was almost impossible

that the lot

ready in ‘‘two or three

Wlll Lme Breaks
Huck Covers Land

1y SANDRA KINCAID

Yie, apparently under high

pressure, somectime  Saturday.
pwilngs hne {from the Moly-jand spewed a great quantity of paired Monday,
Yzm Corporation of Ameri-;clay-like matenial nto an uri- from
g MCA} mul above Questaigation ditch and yards and gar- was

‘dens of residents below. .

S e

“SMAYED=MFs. Annic

Archuleta, a life-long resi-
dm of the mountain arca near Questa, looked over

know if she will be able to grow a

‘.

- de taiiings that flowed from a brokes main inte the
N fmgation ditch and into her yard. She said Monday
, tat she doesn't

\

I dlsma}

i

getable garden this spring, and shook her head

(Tnos News Photo)

Bus

"l District Boy Scouts have
A busy ‘March with a
oy 3ports carnival, court of
.md an exposition at Es-
mns camlvnl set for
u k Area,

hiﬂ nghvay 3 in the camp-
T e T
posted o ghow di-

Ry Seut leaders said. -
h;m be provided for Scout

P

Y Months Ahead

For Taos Scouters

Explorers and Cubs will dem-
onstrate and exhibit their crafts,
hobbies and merit badge sub-
jects.

The public iu invited to the
show. Admission is {ree to any-
one under 18; adult tickets can
be_bought { !rom Cubs, Scouts

and_Explorers 1or 3 cenu.

The ticket money wlll be spm
50-50 between Taos and Espano-
I units to belp defray expenses.

'rrnop oop 98 has mlde a bid for
space at the Councll Aquatic

000800

1§ .| perintendent of the mine,

_Iot

Although the line was re

snow  runoff
the warm weather still
carrying the. matgrial

jthrough the yards of many fam.
,1l|es living on the mountain_ side
‘about one-hall mile south. of}_
Questa.

Fred Jaramillo, w] home
is near a concrete Catth-bin sp-
parently designed to catch
some of the tailings in tase of
a break, said the flow came
within three feet of his water
well.

Jaramillo sayd he dammed
the flow with a blade to keep

More photos, Page 2

it from contaminating. his wa.
ter supply and then calfed John
Petty, vice pmldem and. su-
to
tel! him of the damage.
According. o Jaramillo, Petty
told him to figure the cost of
the damages .and the mining
;«wﬂﬂwmmﬂ%b
im.

—-Another resident of l.ts&:rel~

: Manuel ‘Romers, mentioned the

mine's, offér o make & settle-
ment but 33id the only setde-
ment hé was interested in was
'a permanent solution to the
problem.

den were flowing with runoff
and tailings, sald he feit get-
ting the mess cleared up was
more important than money.
Romero, talking with neigh.
bors Mrs. Annie Archuleta and
Lester lang, said that they
might hold a meeting with other
neighbors to see if the problem
can be worked out. ,
A smail lake which has been
stocked with fish by its owner,
A. J. Hunt, appeared to have
collected a considerable amount
of tailings. A stream running
into the lake was carrying the
mining debris into it. ,
Around the mine’s catch-bin,
a concrete structure which ap-
parently catches some of the
tailings and settles it, the
ground was covered with six to
eight Inches of packed tailingd,
The material Is like a mixture
_plaster and clay, "When - It!-
dries, it does ot set. u hard
as cement but does

Camp at Conchis Lake from

i1 KA AT S TN AT IR LR | 3 R, XA b A el L £,
.

2

Romero, whose yard and gar.|

higher rate because of the avail-

they are able.

."q»—'v ] ,1'1

¥

. \'\J

MURKY TAILINGS — Af
- tailings line broke: into an

Saturday, Lester Lang, about 80, tried tokeep the’
stuff out of his yard. The lirrigation ditch carried
the thick, plaster-like muck from the broken line

into yards. gardens and

man's well by Monday afternoon. Thé dirt road be-
hind Lang was flooded with tailings as were the

yards beyond the fence.

-~

«

!
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a%a

be
ca

ter a Molybdenum Mine ly

irrigation_ditch_sometime .

Al
ey di
within three [eet of one |,
d
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County Called:
On Pollution

N

County polhnlon problems
highlighled the agenda of” mci
Taos County .Commidsioners at
their regular ummmy meeung

no
cic
Cordova and Teodoro Torrez.”, {do

—~Approved $0 for culverts P
for Atroyo Seco-after_a request R,
by Fermin Torres and Jose E.'ip

Modtay ",
Commlsslmeu promlscd Carl}
Bugholajmmmcame‘
Depqrtmeaz officer; that they
would “request “the " County
Health' Depiirtmentto” “make a
thorough check o scveiad var
ty waters and report to them’
within the month.
Berghofer pointed out tha(
because of the polluted hshmg
waters, ihe couniy wiil jose “a

[N

ai
lot of money through lishing.
licenses.””

Another  visitor _ concerned
with pollution was Alfonso Te-
jada, Ranchitos, who said he
represented the livestock grow-
ers in the area, Tejada po'mwdI
out that about 700 acres of,
grazing land in the vicinity of}
the Taos Sewer Plant is now
wasteland, although the "prop-
erty owners are being taxed a

ability of water.

He said ‘the pollution is so
bad that it is a detriment to
both the livestock and the pas-
tures. Commissioners advised
him to talk to the Town Coun-
cil about the problem but said
they . would help “my way"

T Other “action’ uken by the
commlaneu'

{lmnmcmcms m,;mpeﬂl_be-t

b

{Romera. . ar
~Reduced the assmmem ‘ot i

longing to Eliberto 3anchez, Ro.’}

|

B

darte, " -

. 1
~Hired ~ Ratph -~ Trujilio l
anamthanas hmln',-—-"““"““ -
—Approved FIvIng $150
;the recreation fund fo Mor
nor Sigmund” Charewicr
summer and fall program

~Heard

Sam Armijo, Tres Piedra:
ttice of the peace, conce
hls liquor license. Armijo ¢
he had spent over $12,000
he can account for but
not accomplished anythir
{ar, in connection with a
test against the transfer ¢
other Tres Plcdras hqu
cense. T e
~—Promised 1o either
Dunn’s Bridge at Arroyo
or build a new one-if .
not cost too much.
-—Okayed $180 from r
tion fund to the Taos J.
(See County on -Plge

a complaint !

M; umcz p(
Pro]ect i

"

4 Munic!pnl Head-Sta
eofdlng to Iotcal sch.
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ijeet'ﬂegd Start reached
a look at me_ project, in

'age 8 today,

(Taos, Newa Photo)

ollutlon B

‘oi'se Than Mlll 2

‘

Ground Breaking

July 16

A firm date and a detalled program for ground-
breaking ceremonies marking the start of con-
"{+ struction of the Taos Municipal Alrport have been

announced by the Taos Alrport Commission.
Ground-breaking ceremonies will be at’2 p.m.
on Saturday, July 16, at the airport site nor(hwcs(
" of Taos on State Road 111,
Because of a conflict (the state Democratic Par-

M. Campbell will be unable to attend. However,
Bob White, state aviation director, has consented
to be.the guest speaker at the short ceremony, and
to turn the first shovel-ful of earth at the site.

Invitations will be sent to representatives of all
organizations in Taos County, it was announced, but
the general public is welcome to attend.” -

Phil Lovato, Alrport Commission chairman, will
be master of.ceremonies.

The commissian noted that a major celebration
will be held when the construction project Is com-
pleted.~T{ was estimated that the July 16'ceremony
will last abouf 30 minutes. .

|. ty Platform Conventlon in Albuquerque), Gov. Jnck"“ﬂ“‘e Division of the State

| Tour, Not Probe,
Director Say |

e ‘.“'.-bv-—
sme Economlc Opportanity
Director Frank McGuire said
B Tuesday that alth8ugh Sen. Clin-
ton Anderson has requestdd vis-|-
‘lits to several representative
OEO program, there will be no
investigations . or probes,’
some newspapers have reponed.
McGuirs said that ‘ aithough

McGuire added that

the Senator wiHl tour five or six

T

»

cook.”

serve’ as

S/

\

A

performanca’ of . Mrs. Domin-
guez. Mrs, Fresquez stated that
.{she felt that Mrs. Dominguez
“{was “glving very good service
,jand was very satisfied with her
“|work ahd would like to stay as

.

: Gonulex funher stated that

Mrs. Lcybn was not being re-|the
ted becausq she. had. taken
.ad Start training, and he felt
ihat shh_was well qualiffed to

«'! teacher. alde.

' lM‘nutzd*ﬁm he. felt that If
séeons ¢lse “without tratning
‘mm hired, the children would

zre-dy suffer.
© The ~-im mrried by fuur o |

..

g

“»nt “official, school
tion was that it had
ated that’ exceptiong
made to the Austin

the discretion of

ne delegate agency.
te ugency in Penasco

ol board..

sbal sald that during
g there was “a blg

on, the incorrect

the paper has been

3NASCO, Page.2)

" |program sites soon, it will not|'

"o sut s 5o 100 wer Boy Dead,
Man Held

toya aiso requested information
from. him cmcemlng some of
the programs:

_Both Anderson and Momtoya
were quoted as having express-
ed criticism of the poverty pro-
grams in the state by & Santa
Fe paper Sunday. According to
the article, Senator Anderson
had said he intended to Jook into
tvlllon u much as poe

lera, 24, Sa
on charges of

struck and. kil

sible,

Senattor Montoyn was quoted
as. having attacked ‘the Head
Start Project in the state as
“riddled with nepotism, where
school officials and other spon-
soring agencies allegedly have
s|hired “relatives in violation of
(0):/00 mxuhthm " '

He

Talpa, S\

MiGuhis confinincd thla rof
erence to the Penasco School
District, where loca! Commun-
ity Action oiiiciais have taken’
issue with the school board and
superintendent because -a"nim=Y
ber of their relatives were hired
to work with the Head Start
program there.

“We 'suggested the school
board clearly -define the rela-
tionship bétween the board, the
superintendent. aod the em-
ployes,” sald , McGuiré, The
problem was then referred -to
%OEO regional office in Aus-L

struck by
di
1

og;arrival at a local hospital.
the

{njured.

in-

(Sce BOY. Pne 2)

son Fourth of Jul

=1

< July 4.

tin, Tex., whlch {ssued An opin-
lon, but McGuire sald he had
not-recelved a copy on Tuesday.
the
bonrd s attorney, Eliu Romero,

“‘assured me that the school
s|board will comply with all of
OEQ's regulations,” and sald
he considers the problem as re-
_solvcd,through;_toca_l_,uuonls. _

.-

Islas E. Martinez, La Cordil-
y was arraigned
nslaughter aft-
er the car which he was driving
Johnny Paul
Garcia, 13, of Ranchos de Taos
Friday night. Martinez is being
held in lieu ot'aooo cash bond..
The accident occurred about
3:55 p.m.; on Friday about,
quarter-mile east of Ranchos de
Taos on State * Road 3 near

According ta police, Gtmh
was riding his bicycls in & north-
westerly direction .along —~the

{alde of the mﬁ‘e'“Manlnc)zw ::I‘ nurmoer’ 0)’ “sululUiis, Buli a3

which was travellng’in the same| chlorination.
tior. The boy was carr ~
feet .down the road after|0f Taos sewer treatment plant,

the, initlal Impact ahd was dead

According to police, Martinez
was carrying two other passen-
gers in his car. They were not

The. inquest held in the boy's
death, presided over by Justice
of the Peace Filemon Sanchez,
ruled that Garcia died of multi-

3 Pldﬂ’orm Meot

rhe Tam Chamber of Commem and
me" - the Taos Kiweais Club, .- .-
er..,. ., Winning first pﬁulnthlun-
he - lepresemm; Red River Gro-
ed ' .. tery, Fam .Burt, Fort Worth,

' Tex, third prize. :
i . Winning® first" prize - a5, the
'st best-drused tenior cowgirl was -

_ the Randsll- Colinty queen, not
w, * Wentified. Elaipe Vargas of Red

- . River took second place repre-

River Ski Area tnok neoond
place, while a float from Lewis
‘Rmch took third,
The Red River Hillbillles took
first prize for their novelty float,
. and Golden Eagle Lodge had the
best-decorated jeep. ‘A {loat en-
titled “Red Rlver ot Bust” from
Lubbock, Tex., took first prize
~ for the float representing the

_farthest point from Red River.-

" thoogh there were_ng bands in
_mep-ude itnsmexddn;
and ¢olorful ‘event. e
Prtn ‘winters  were  recog-
ltthekedkhtrcmmo-

Calhoun wtated that even _ . .

,‘,,4

The Town of Taos, nbt th

ment official.

State Official Raps \,L
Town Sewa ge Plant | a
As Greater Danger +

jof America, has created the most serious water-pollu-
tion problem in the region, says a State Health Depart-
The officlal's comment came when he

was contacted about-the most recent tailings line breaks ' -

s

.

e Molybdenum Corporation

i“ the miperal processing, mill®-

In Red River Canyon.
John -Falr, head of the Liquid

{Dep:. of Health, said pollution|
from human habitations Is far
. greatey in consequence than the
[srnall amounts of industrial con-
tamination from a heallh polnt
fof view, ~

| Fair said he was Bt condon-
ling the industrial pollution, but
‘iazcnded. to point out that if
{Taos [s concerned with con-
tamination,” it should consider
_correcting the operation ot lu
‘own sewer plffit.

He made the comments Tues-
;day during questioning by The
Taos News concerning four tail-
ings Ime,bmk;‘which occurred

Cailing_the dl.sdurge of tail-
ings into the river. more of a
recreatiori’ hazard than a heaith
hazard, Fair said It will be a
few" dxy: befare nub 164
taken from’ lh‘ ‘m -
lyzed: .
He reponed that the most re-
cent analysis made of the slurry,
on June 13, “showed. .09 parts
per miilion (pp'n) of cyanide.
He sald this was a high amount
and"**we doni( like it,” but add-
ed that it still does not con-
stitute a hazard to human wel-

Governor |
‘Warns®

Molycorp

A sharply worded telegrn'n,
from Gov. Jack Campbell has;
warned the Molybdenum Corpr
of America plant at Red Rlver )
that stream pollution and dl31 o
ruption of campers cannot  be
tolerated. R

Campbell sent the telegram to ! :
wam the mine operatogs follow-—-—H
ing four talllngs-nne breaks dur- -
ing the early hours on July 1
and 4. Although  State Fish
Hatchery Foreman Artie Grant
said. he_bad nog observed ‘any
[dlled (™o groups of camp-
ersswbre aferted at 3 a.m. Mon. .
day when the abrasive wasts
material fiooded thetr grounids.

Grant sald that some of 't
campers got “tallings” fn. ther
bedrolls’ but-that.he awakeﬁcd
others before-the tailings came’’
that -close., He sald tha siit-like .
materials was _several Inches .
deep at 008 campsite near the

|
|
E
.

NN

i

fare: A -
On the .average, sald - Falr,
lthe analysis from’ the slyrry
(the entrance to the .tailings
pond) reads about 015, .-
“Under certain conditions, it
could present some hazard''to
nennmve stream . Iife; such . as
the insects fish feed. on, but
even this Is subject to quut!on
he explained. . T T
“We (the Sute'Public Health
Dept.) are-trying to maintala
the waters of the Red. River in
as clean & condition &3 possible,
and are well abls to'cope with
any serious sltuatlon R de-
velops,” he sald, 11 ‘u:f,.‘_
In. addition, hrpmmd oat
that the’ depuunent ‘maintalne
monitoring stations mddm o
termine_fa.a mettar
the :coocentration of pohq..i!
., 4nd recommend. gy

Teking & swat at the jown

which pours seml-treated sew-
#ge into Taos Creek, Fair called
it “the. most se pollution
problem 1 have seen in- that
part of the county.” )

- Falr also pointed 10 the town
of Red River as a source of hu-
man contamination.” Both Red
River and Taos are presumably
working on solutions to their
contamination problems,

seet aquatic life “lving and
thriving in the pment Moly-
corp tallings pon4 \

All membeuot mes«mpm-
form Committee are invited 4

| Fair concluded that he has p

mingtes: The patrol‘is tn-radlo
., |contsct With the mlne wlu:b- -
; T m v V"'" -l
' several cporumens " ehubs

- | have: protested the: lite breaks

John Petty v%r,e pmldent of
the mining firm, sald the tails -
ings line tmuble was due t0 the:
Zbrasive  material  wearlng
through the 10-inch llneu t.hat
carry the waste

the line Into huﬂ!ngs pond, trd-
.{Veis downhil] at « six per‘ ;
mde in-sdme places, - 2"t

:Grant, who said he Investigats °
ed all four breaks, sald two.of "
the breaks occumd -
OO;DUnu ; }m v

etty upmnedx bea -du-_, .
ty plpe to feplace thowm::z'uu-
ldgs line is on order.: To"foré-. "
sall braks .untll the line can
be replaced . “with- the beavier
pipe, Petty said * ils-firm- will
tom . the  pipes to prevent them’
trom’, weartrr ‘hin on the 00
m Heox s ninee
wear out mos( trequam)’ where.
tha svade i3 steepsst,

An Associated Preas report,
Tuuday said that the engineers
Ing firm which bullt-the line, -
Western-Kitapp Co. of 'San Fran-
cisco, was ®xpecied o ‘arrive
Tuesday to study the line and .
‘|make recommendations,

The statement sald that the:
engineering firm had estimated -
tha \pipeline would -last for five
yoars; however, it has been In_
use only six months, BTN
pany spokesman ex-

000801
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é’HS Nurse-

ilding: .

; ,7%40‘;5 NEWS

Immunization clinics and to pro-
mote such things as medical
teaching - clinics,. Mrs. Lleur-
ance sald that Mrs. Dyer plans
10 publish regular reports on|
home visita and child care clin-
lcs to Inform the people In the
arca as to the wotk of the Pub-
lic Health offlce, -~

Dr. Marian Hotopp, district

health officer, ~has received &
granl from the U.”S. Public
{ealth Service for bullding
maintalnence progrum.‘l'undl
from this grant ‘would be used
1o maintain the office donated
to house Mrs. Dyer, I she finds
an office in Questa.
_1t an office ls-found, the pro-
gram in Questa will be conduct-
ed by a doctor from Santa Fe,
a public health nurse, a project
manager and a nutritionist.

In order for detinite plans to
be made, the public health of-
fice needs to be assured-of an
office, All cooperation In Questa
will be appreclated, according
to Mrs. Lieurance.

GENE LUSK, Democratic candidate for governor,
Mrs. J. Benitp Vigil, Mrs. Polito E. Martinez and

Fabian Chavez, Democratic candidate for lieutenant
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A
" ——tapegreanga i w C
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urday afternoon.
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governor, are pictured at the well-atten
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PROPO *+ | Three, traffic accidents werz«iRcbc{'cn Baca ofl the road into
. : wreporied by State Police in Taos the ditch, Trujillo then left the
, (Contimued From Page One) (e, ouer the hectic Fourth of ;scene.
County CAP or of the Board ofyjy)y week-end, Trujillo was apprehended by
Directors of any of the dekgate, - ;State Police efficers Abel Rod-
agencles, with the exception thatE,a:m:ﬂmo?;miﬁ;upleﬁiﬁm and T. A. Drennan later,
the staff=director of a dt-lei:lu..cm_‘ﬂ“5 to police b Mrs. Baca and the four children
agenc} may. serve as 2’ voting| i * |riding In the car were not in-
member of the Taos County CAP| Investigating  officer,  Abel |jured. .
Advisory Council. riguez, reported that To Nyl Tryjiio wag cited

{Rod
(®) Near reiatives m‘sw'TMan_inez, Questa, was Involved!ipe gcene of gn accl
wife, son, daughter, mother, fa

-!in a one « car accident near Red |careless driving.
ther, sister, brother, w?Hn—!N,]RW" on Friday. Martinez "“'L
daughter-in-law, father:,.in-law,|®d 10 negotiate a curve and his| BOY

sister-in-law, and brother-in-law) (G4 over - tmed. There were
of the Executive Direcior of the 20 Injuries reported. :

Taos County CAP, of the Chatr-{ Laurencio Padilla, Ranchos de  (Contloued From Page One)
man of the Advisory Council;Tads, driving near the junttion'ple Injuries resulting from an
Staff. Directors of the delegate of State Road 3 and highway 111,' automobile accident,

agencies, or Chalrman of theltaled to negotlate a curve and; Orlandd Garcia, uncle of the
Board of Directors of the de-'overturned on the roadside. Pa-.boy, was his legal gua
legate agencies. Also, no near’difia sustained minor tnjuries. | The fatality brings this year's
relative may hold any position! A hit and run accident, Involv- count to 11 for Tsos County.
where there Is an authority orling Alfredo Trufillo, Canon, oc.!hls Is gne rhore than was killed
responaibility  refationship bﬁ'}currcd on Monday evening. Tru-{in the tounty at the same time
tween them to order or (0 re-ijjll strutk a car driven by Juan'last year.

commend personnel actions.” |vigil, Santa Fe, and.then at-| The last county fatality alsg

for lem;ing
dent and for

i R laccident by entering into the/ing a bicycle. That accident oc-

ywest bound lane, passing Vigu.fcm'red In Canon and resulted

‘ManMade Fire’
Burns Acreage

area burned tiwo or three acres
on the Fourth of July.

A Forest Service sman
stated that investigations were
being conducted and that “they
had a pretty good Idea
caused the fire." .
Regular rangers from Taoce
were dispatched to fight the.fire,
and it was under control before
it had caused major damage.

Around & About

" Mrs. Agnes Avila and her
granddaughter, Loretts Ann
Avila, have, med from &

o |three-week vacatfon at Las Ve-

gas,. Nev,, where they visited
Mrs. Avila's daughter.- In - law,
Mrs. Pete Avila and family, and
family, and atténded the gradu-
aton of gieith Avila, .the Taos-
|eno's_grandson. In..a. class. of
T60, Mrs, Pete Avila wil' move
to Albuquerque [ate this month,
| with Keith planning toenter-the

In the process of passing Tru-!ln the deathr-cf-Abel D, Espin-
-— {:}illd's car forced a car driten by'oza, 15, of Canon). bl

i e

University of New Mexico in

" Forest Service officlals said
Tuesday that a man-made- (ire
néar U.S' Hill In the Penasco

GOVERNOR

(Contlnued From Page One)
have been using the Departmént
of Development as a whipping
boy recently could better repre-
sent the interest of the people
by putting a stop to industry
turning our rivers into sewers.
Certainly the sportsmen want
the Dept. of Development to
bring in more industry, but not
at the expense of the health of
any par{ of the ecological com-
murity,” Austin stated.. . ]
In the telegram to Petty,
Campbell said: - v
“You have Informed us that
for some time you have had un-
derway a complete review of
jhe design and construction of
your tallings lines with the view
of reinforcing ~ and stabillzing
them.: Please inform us imme-
diately as to the status of ithe
review und what-steps you are
laking Immediately to correct

‘The school bog:
officlally, thar it
Ralph Rivera, Ca
cooperate with
stands up In meet:
that he has “no
with the board."
the statsment at 2
held on_ June 14
.J.'R..Komero -
for & ‘complete i

to (nvestigate wiy
| DOt recelvec
frim the program
Were promised."”

was seconded by

was decided 'that v
tions will be carrk
Board and by. offic
tatives of higher ¢
- Marcellio Ror
against the mieasur
hea-*did not feel '
as other board m-
According t0 Marde

the situation e 3
"“The State Finance Board ap-
propriated special funds for .a
study of water pollution in New
Mexico's major. - itreams  last

Y
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the- fall,
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"|said that the CAP
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"N commehts ‘we
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Pat Trujillo, Rivers

they be sent 1 copy
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Christmas In the Sr.. Penasco th :
i . third and 315, and, T f .
ear shines night-| Dail Bachtel, Theodora Siree lconl:s: ‘?"Pl‘" yinfier In the;ios. Second-place prize and 525 past midnight on Dec. 20 trying
of hundreds|and Mick E. Ortega, Qum,'lmd el places of business| was wen 2 e ke Bhop, Pl dhcide O inness,. Srsies
35 e ok o R it pt.nr Pc buldings was Our cita Road: third was the Coun-|were udged on the use of tra-
%, bomes, by :wzd o “.‘L}.]aiamm Church, dec-try Store, on Taos Plaza, $15; |ditional lighting, greenery, color|
as, prompled In ——— h hundreds of faroli- and fourth, for $10, were First|and design, onginality, and ex-

nual Christmas Tnihn,, : 7 Northern Savings and’ Loan|pression of the Christmas spirit.
carried out by! g8 Line Does No Dam

'nc Cooperative,| QUESTA —

108 Chamber of ,Game and MDcwmmm
) traditional dur-ied that there wa 1+

13 season (n the [the fish |n the ¢ break occured about one

|
age Assn., and Topsy Cleaners. Kit Carson Co-Op donated & C

Mrs. Mabel' M. Kuykendall,|total of $200 in prire money for @ | altle Founl

- chairmun of the Chamber's arts|the contest. Two $10 fourth
Seven cattle were found shot ly Dec.

of water was cut &
olficials report. ey, ut off at the hatch

s no damage to

committee, said “three or four|Prizes were donated by Radio]

5 . Red River Fish and one umes’ the number of residences: Station KKIT.

cular H - halt ;

g o ty ‘Miz“d;‘:uf)‘ 2% 2 result of a break the mill {n Red uk‘::r E:;-ﬂm: f::::?o :l dme mex;le;l “: En,l i A TeGHE to death in an abandoned ccl-“were d:
& A M bd;mm%g;::lf'mm 'me Moly-'Following usual procedures 1n 1 some of the he::ar: not i?,e:m. ighting conthar mpmm Mbﬂ: C“_' lar near Tres Pledras early ner, U,
o Wbt oijplam B e :.:kmencx tailings Line break, mill officials petiion were decorated as elab- g'::au:.:frf 'Frzn.k,c Stu:t!h last week, according to Julianjer. Arc
10 the residen-| The gume deparizent sad otk cout b memmea ) {17, PTAIIY 88 tooue emtered, Santa Fe M, and Mrs. John L.| Archuleta, brand Inspector. | respons

~ “test. Medina’s that although u,imé; N b i repained. Entrants in the lighting con-|Gonzales, Los Pandos: Bud' Archuleta sald that apprently attempt

P ted with fUID: i crver feom 2 Sce . a mio It was one lo\' many which lest have increased vearly, Mrs.| Howell, Upper Ranchitos: Adol-ithe cattle had been transported Iiself b
108 on the roof 'coupling for about wwo '&‘: E"""'l WLRM iigud wacte ma- Kuykendall sald. This year there|fo Martinez, Canon; Conrad's the site alive and shot be. Prush-

\L }m g S ity r..-; L-"_n ‘erals 1710 the miver. Gov Jack were twice as many coatestants | Maruper, Placitas; Tomas P.i

|
M Campbell recentty demandsd 2s there were three years ago, ilore being dumped Into the cel-

in the_residen- ponds ar Lhe hawchery Mo!v N i Martinez, Ranchos de Taos; Me-! ibrand ¢
odid Mbm‘oqu_.‘ B, :‘:2 '—“-4 e 'l.a-e te 1mproved 1o pre- the first year of the contest. | dina: Mrs. E. P. Randall, Santa!lar- He said there are o sus-/goeq no

cond and §23; immediatay afier %o break wag b

Judging the entries were Mrs.|Fe Road: Ginger Rlvgli, Pla-jpects In the case. : 's. He <
.eandio Loper discuvered and 2 figw of

- Verpe Sacketr, Elmer LaCome|cita; Mrs. Arsenio .Romo Jr.!| The “catle had been dead;were st

U sy Sl it L A PO 74 nme.  and Ben Harker, who were up!Lower Ranchilos; John B. San- about a week when found ear-'lers bec
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- Jer resiaents, .. aciuaing 'leverl

l.eacher:. are asking wh bl er;n

'therecent bondm-A-

=" ‘and-witat- bap-
to the money raised by ltudent fund

"7, drives for the bleachers. -

J AT

Stnb!lng, manager of Mountain Bell

+the first street number in Taos history 4t the
N headquarters at ‘109 Armory Street’Nor-
(. buildings in the downtown area now boast

the new progra
X (Staff Photo by Paul Merz)

r adopts budget

0 has been  Chamber's accompllnhmenl of the past
75-76 fiscal ear sald he belleves “has fully justified
of the Tans - its use -of the monéy;” and that In his
. opinlon the expendilure “has returned

¢ than the many!oldlothecommunll M
' _‘The directors met Mon 8y, April 21, at

and Bill LaDonaLuz:.
k the Town -The only change adopted In'the proposed
r'sshareof - budget was a stipulatlon that a $2,400 item
ent $12,000 as- a:‘reserve for salary review con-
for most of {in gency" and for [Earl—llme help, did not
he request neeessarlly mean that the Chamber’'s two
mtregular  full-time employes automatically would
) ” recelve pay increases.
1 hotel and Harrison reported ‘that 15,000 of the
The one- Chamber's new four-color process
ind the . promotion brochures are scheduled for,
--i' to get  dellvery 'by week's end, and. that
stax,or 80  distribution will commence immediately.
3 Provision was made in.the new budget
'beusedto * for an addition $30,000 brochures at a
In the next fiscal year. THe
e general * pjtial 15,000 will be paid for out of Lhe
5. i currenlbudget Yags o
ome of the In other actions, the board recelved a
-«+ - - - report from Arthur Ortiz, heading the
Cos goals and " objectives commlittee.. The
report was broad In nature, indicating a
. desire to improve the economic situation.—
.__._of theentire county.. _....

-, There was unanimous agreement that

I's deputy  “wjnput” on goals should be salicited from

- Beriously . gegements of the county olher than the
 Highway ., business cammunity, In hores of reaching
»reiuﬁ"nlng na g_reater deBl'e'-' Gf unanimit
e "Amalia’ e .
emp]o;;(ed, o

1o H‘L--_W eekend

arrival at_ =

tiple frac-
ranstemad o

eekend the - N.Rllonal

‘eather: Bérvice, . Vnrlable ‘amounts of

cloudiness are predicted with moderate

windiness in the afternoons. High's sbw]d

be in the upper 50's or low 60" 3 with low's ln
“.nm”". - o i, e

Taos

' don’t waht to use

. storage

- Agency,
——s————Jocation of the discharge.’' —

iy .n_-wasr.ewater conta; !
_enter the Red River, the Ri0 Gran e, or ;
‘—Eorge Berge.

ve them back if lhey
em," sald famed artist
Dorothy Brett, whose painting, .'“Twelve
Moons of Troy'' I8 listed forsale. * - _

*It's a bit of an outrage when you give a
galnung and then they throw it in a
asement,” added the artist. Ahother of
her paintings, *Alrptanes,” is now in
In the school administration
building's basement. ~

““To build bleachers?" she sald. Yoy

“They should

. mean benches? Why don't they, bulld their

State sues Molycorp
for--‘repo'rtmg failure

Sult has been brought aguinst. lhe
Molybdenum Corporation of America on
behalf of the State of New Mexico for
alleged violatlons of state water quality
control regulations,

The mining corporation near Questa s

sald to have allowed -mine tallings to

pollute the Red River on three occasions,
and to have given late notification of the
pollution.

The allegation of violatipns of Water
Quality Control Commission Regulations
2-201 and 1-203 was {iled Monday bythe
Commisslon and Its constiuent agency,.
the Environmental Improvement Agency
on behalf of the State of New Mexico.

Spillage is said to have occurred July 6,
1974, Jan. 31, 1975, and April .9, 1975,
polluting the Red River. The Jan. 31
discharge allegedly also defiled the
Goathill Cnmpgmund “located adjacenl tu
the Red River."

The Investigating agency, the EIA

charges that “each of the Defendant -

corporation's discharges . . . were of such
nature and quantity as to injure  or be-~
- detrimental to human health, animal or
[)lam life or property, or unreasonah!y

terfere with the public welfare or the use
of property, and that upon. notice.or
knowledge of each discharge, the
Defendant corporauun did not Im-..
mediately notify the Chlel Water Quality
Division, Environmental . Improvement
of the nature, amount and

In addition to the $1,000.fine for each
discharge, the guit asks the court tlo.
‘‘require the Defendant corporation to pay

the cost .of cleaning up the waters -

polluted” and Lo “‘permanently enjoin the

Defendant' and assoclates “‘from further:-- pair;- identified -the damaged-vehicle ar“

permitting, causing, suffering or aunwln
gllng mine lg

. any of their tributarjes.” =~ -

be' {ined $10,000 for" cuntemp ¢t of col
the sult Is successfull.

. “Irreparable harm, damage and Injury
wﬂl follow and be done to thecitizens of the
| State of New Mexico unless the-conduct,o

permanently enjoined," the suit reads
. Gene De

000804

| Museum 81gn St

* South Santa Fe Road when he notice

.-one-car trunk to another”-in-the Jank

ny further water quality vlola!lom wm_..:ma . struck.the-telephone-

" the 'Defendant . above ‘complained of I8

Aruuna i atm A0 Tequests AL 78 anang ., -~ Yaples, and ot
compmittée of ariists.and other tax-payers ,-a,i “school |
FYATION, “aue =t

" collection In the future.” ' mneeeuaryfor
. An, Inventory compiled . by the. sc}wol Earller pro
admlnistrnﬂon lists about 100 works of art - “'the bleachers
‘whose whereabouts are known‘ and.about  the bond issue

. 40 more belteved *missing.” . extént on fund
Gallery owner Rena Rosequist safd that'  hlgh sehoal stu

a work by Stroh, titted *‘Orchestra,” and A bond Issut

- by the voters

on the ' mluslng‘ list,. was seen by Her a
three-to-one m

week ago in the Ranchos Elementary

School, annotinced re:
Dixle Yaples, dli'ecwr of the Millicent  $400,000 wort -
Rogers Museum, also expressed concern,  denpminations |
saying that she Had cncournged two of  openedon May

M llcenl Rogers Helrs — sons Arturo and The school
- $800,000 In b

. projects for w
new vocation
Taos High Sch
Elementary,

“ Elementary, a
When the bo
capacity limit
this year and
agreed that th
the céfeteria c
Issue’s money.
The cost of
been estimate«
Orlando Qrt
architegt’s pr
vocallonal b

iloned‘ 1t's a question of whether they were
or were not reported as I3 required by
law,” he said, decilning to comment.
further on this aspact of the case.

“We should walt and see what happcns
In court." he explalﬂed .

An 18- year-old Taos man and a juvenile
have been arrested for assault, disorderly
conduct, and resisting arrest after- an
Incfdent In .which their auto allegedly
demolished a telephone pole and a sign
pointing'to the Milllcent ﬁogers Museum
ort U.S, 84 north of Taos.

The arrest, which involved a brief melee -
with a Taos police officer and a New
Mexico state policeman, occurred early:
Friday morning, according to police «.{'
reports, - N ; :

Officer Ben Tafoya of the Taos Ponce "
Department said he was patrollin

two E
vehicles ‘‘backed up against-each. other
and appearing to be loading items from

Denver Cafe parking lot.

“Tafoya, noticing extensive damage ln
the front end of a vehicle belongirig to the
juvenile, sald he was_insulted" by the —

o0th, who refused to show him driver’
license or other Identification, and was.
then al]e% y ~attacked pemnally by
-Robert G: Romo, 18, of Taos. - i
State ,, Policeman Johnny Cordava
arriving to assist Tafoya in arresting the -

aving” been ~Involved ~in ~an—accident
arller !.he same- evening as. they a

_64 from-the-Rlo ,Gran
failed to negotlate aturve

-po
~telephnne “pole, . said’ Cord h
llnce been reé) laced—n-
they “hreatened the livesof
: uring :the.arrest
charged.er: and the juvenile with".

dssault, disorderly conduct and resisting
arrest: s

turned -
Qver;,.to ‘juvenlle” aulhorlues.‘ ‘was . ad
il e_ehuged by police . with-
B LE




: No‘\'/_."s“'h-

e
e o £ i

VETERANS DAY—Celebratlng the tradltlonnl
" “Yeterans Day” on Tuesday morning — the 11th

hour of the 11th day of the 11th month — were these
veterans, most of whom remember service In
World'qu I when the original Armistice Day was

Molycorp’s earnings rise in quarter

District Judge John B. Wright

-has struck down charges by the

Environmental Improvement
Agency (EIA) that Molycorp
failed to report within a
ired period of time waste
splllages into Red River.
Judge Wright held that rules
and regulations promulgated by

the EIA are not enforceable’

under provisions of the state's
Abatement of Water Pollution
Act,

The § udge gpeaking In the
. Eighth Judicial District Court
in Taos, expressed the hope that
the state agency would appeal

the decision to a higher court in
order that the intent of the
" pollution stalutes will be
dﬁ"lled harged with

olycorp was charged w

not ln{medlately notl!gying the
EIA of accidental spills into the
river on July 6, 1974, Jan. 31,
.1975,. and April 9, 1975." The
second dbcharﬁ allegedly also

luted : Goathill Campground _
mree mlleseastolQuutn.‘ &

SANCHEZ, David — 6 years

‘Hosplul Nov. 6th. He was
the -son_of Mr. and Mrs.

“Thursday 8:30 p.m. at the
. Dixon St| Anthony Parish.

X I-‘uneral Mass was Friday 2
.m. at St. Anthony Parishin -

j{xon and Interment

000805

- old, _dled at_Holy Cross

‘Augustin - Sanchez . from

"'““""**"‘-'-meudo*-ﬁosary ‘was-held _‘l,hose—whp--oﬂemd-

"howmuveshavebeen

.The state, represented by
EIA -attorney Charles Griego,
was asking a penalty of $1,000
for each violatjon of State
Water Quallty Cbntrol Com-
mission Regulatlons 2-201 and 1-
20

3.

Reguiation 2-201 prohibits the
discharge of refuse Into a
natural watercourse, The other
deals with notification of
pollution to the Water Quality

‘Control Commission.

Griego sald the EIA was
informed of an 1i-hour break
occurring on July 6_in the
Molycorp pipelines.

The next word they had of

“spillage, he sald, was on April 9

when the Game annd Fish

‘Depariment reported dead fish

in the area.

Molycorp general manager
Gene Dewey admitted in an
affidavit that leaks did occur

from accidental breaks in the 32],

miles of pipeline which carry
mine waste to a talling pond.
He sald however that he met

‘time ‘can never take away.
JOHN 1. GONZALES left his

‘family 'a ‘most meaningful against E.” M. Griego; 79,of ~

treasure — his [riendships.
We, his family, wish to thank

. during his - hospitalization.
*After his death, our

- .lightened through the efforts

. of those who were John's—Embudo, had. alighted - Thur.:*

" friends. We wish Lo express

‘munvu and friends who
showed thelr concern

- can be consoling to reflect on

ﬂ
rayers Hsix.year-old_E

our gratitude- to-all-those™pg™F -
lane and was cr:ning thé hlgb-
s Y

throu lhetrundwordsr‘ehmg
- , P
" tions. In'a time of Sorrcr it

ceIebrated From left, they ‘are Andres A: Torres,

‘Avenazio Romero, John

'igil,~ Jacob Bernal, J.

Felix Santistevan, Luciano Garcia and Juan D.

Gonzales.

with EIA officials April 15 and
reached an oral agreement on
reporting line leaks, and the
company has subsequently
complied with those guldelines,

The agreement was In-
corporated into the MMolycorp
Preventive Maintenance and
Surveillance Plan and Con-

tingency Action and Reporting’

Plan, he said, and a revised
copy submlllcd to the EIA In
June,

Attorney Lewis Cmpbell,
arguing for the defense,
claimed that the EIA must {irst
=seek voluntary compllance to
their regulations befofe
initiating court action. -

In fact, he sald, six days after
the meeting belween Dewey
and EIA officials the en-
vironment agency brougt suit,
At this time, he claimed,
Molycorp was alnaady maklng
an attempt to meet ’ wlth
regu]a!jons -

DA welghs

boy 8 death o

The disrict attomey's oﬂlce ;

in Santa Fe-: Is considering
whether charges will be filed

Trinidad,  Colo.,, whose. car
legedly “struck and-killed- a

weekonS. R, near his home.v

Mrs. - Augustine’ Sanchez- of
sday afternoon {rom a school:

*, foanswer.

"~.State Poice in Espanola gald "
sorrowful burden has been ' David Sanchez, son of Mr.-and '

(Staff Photo)

Cnmpbell sald there have
been no leaks since April 15
which have not been reported.
He Introduced an affidavit from
John R. Wright, chief of the
New Mexico Water Quality
Control Division of the EIA
stating that Molycorp has been

adhering to regulations since’

the agreement was reached,
Griego argued that though the
agency must first seek volun-
tary compiiance, If an en-
vironmental - regulation has
already been violated, the EIA

has the right to seek court r-,

‘remedy.

“A company cuuld get off
Scotlt f(ree by admitting
violations and promising not to
do it again," he said.

Molycorp was also ob}ecttng
to answering interrogatories
brought by the EIA about types
of plpelines, connections,
valves and joints. Campbell

ed that massive changes in
the lines In 1965 and '66 make
the questions almost lmposslble

.. _and chairman of th

-president. of the..
ispano Chamber o

awsrds curnmiltee
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By PHIL BATEMAN

News accounts of an extensive trout
“kill" al the Red River Halchory woro
Incorrect, according lo Jim Standifer,
foremun at the hatchory,

Earlier reports of a loss of half tho
rainbow troul due lo a tallings spill (rom

__the Molycorp tallings lino into the Hod
River ware exaggeraled, Standifer sald,

The hatchery loreman sald tho loss of
4,380 trout at {he hatchery ropresentod
only -about. one per cent.of the trout

> population at the hatchery, . i
he brgak in the tallings line occurrod
holween 4 a.m, ard 6:18 a.m. Tuosday-
morning aboul one quarter mile east of the
" Goat HIll Campground on the Rad River,
according to Gus Cordova local Kn-
vironmental Im lwwemon! ﬁgnncy (KIA)
= rescnlative,
tandllor said that he was Informed of
the break soon aller It occurred and shut
off the inflow of water from the Red River

into the hatchery.

.According to glnn(lll‘cr, the shut-olf was
necessary (o keep contaminanta (rom
entering the hatchery.,

Standifer sald the trout suffocated due to
a lack of nnlgen from the reduced fow of
‘walcr rather than becnuse of o dlrm.l In-
flow of tho tallings.

The tailings do not polson the fIsh, ne-
cording to Game and Fish officinls, bt
clog the gills and cause suflfocation,

Standifer sald there was no way lo
determine how many fish In the river near -
the break were killed, but he thought the
flgure would probably be *mininal,"

.... N v

F\

N

S~

g

exaggerated’

Standifor. sald thal It was hls un.

dorstanding that Molycorp would pay for -

the loas of the troul ul the halchery, The
trout cost about $1.23 por pound and of-
ficinln estimate over 900 pounds of [lsh
were kil

Cordova sald that waler snmplea from
the Red River submitted o the Sclontifie
““Lab In Albuquerque by the EIA Inat week -
would hao (ested and the rosults should be
known in 7o 10 days,

“We'ro checking for concontrutions of
mulybdenum zine, mmnk: nnd nll honvy
molals,” Cordova suld,

'We're concgrned wllh thg poxaibll{t
flwh killa, since most of the lpl 1 will go
tho Rio Qrande,"

According to Cordova, lhn brouk In tha
line wan ropalred by 9: W a.m.
but he wan not  satisfied the
rcplncclncnt of the pipe. :

"I lwy roplnced Il with a rusty, old
pipe,’ Cordova sald. *Thay should huvo
repluced It with o new ane.”

rnto

with

Bob Sucrison, General Manager of tho -

mine located near Questn, suld that the
break oceurced bnon 10 ineh plpe thal was
due to be replaced fn the near futura,

“We're In (ho process of changing live
milles of the Hnes and replacing them with
heavier 12 ineh plpe," Suerison sakd.

Accoralng. o Sucrison, the duration of
{he spill was nbout one hour and there will
probably he somie effects of the spill In the
river bottom until the spring run-off.

The pipes carry tadlings from the milling

operation in the mine to a tallings pond

located about nine miles from the mine.

Tuendny, |
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POWER BRIEFING—Mike Flélcher, Plains
Electrive Cooperatlve representative,
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viilige, mude ugr livi e Sanicy

where pruiengcd exposure
JKlechergnidthat Plal
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;:nonmadlted, tax € Xempt
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Red River Acndumy has
been granted [full ac-
creditation and a tax-
exempl status,

The private school was
founded In September 19876
Red River and now
‘boasts_an enrollment of 36
““atudents and three certified

_teachers.

The New Mexico State Dest of obr abilities,” Geer " Phe school now has Iransmission line does not requlre clear cuttlpg as woulda ~ Kent Mlkklenon. man.
Department of Education sald students in  kindergarten Higkwayorpipeline. .. £& .* sald at an earller meeting
~———granted full accreditationto . The Internal Revenye ihrough the elghth grade, .  Flelcker said that the Iine can bé verytWwell hidden, that the new line s necess

-+~ Dr, Owen C, Geer. head-~ o

the school after six months
of operatlon, accordingglo

master,

Geer sald tha ac-

Y.
cmdllcllOHlmmeBanha IR will not. grnn[ the t_icvemunlly.

-

P Ty
u\\ruaugunun by the
department  established
that the school strived (o
meet all _requirements for
nchonllng ket by the Slate
Roard of Education,

“When we started the
school, this was one of our
main objectives, o meel
these requirements to the

who do nol announce
policy, « nccording lo
officinls.
The school
“ Irlmester basls,

Service . granted Lhe Lax-
exempt status Lo the school
after It publlcly announced
raclially non.
discriminatory ndmlsulpn

According lo Geer,

dormlitory .

status to private - uclmuls.

meeting with Plains Electric nnd

rcprosa-g,uuven mﬁi"fw (M,

this
IRS |

em-

reh 1007
- fire from several ol the

s o g

residents due.to fears of pessible environmentnl damage
iulnd safety hazards prencnth by the cunslruclldn of the,
ne

Queillonu were rn!;ed at the: meellng concerning

1s on a visuul Impact of the line, right of way easements, Ioss of
land values due .to the crossing of furm and residential
phasiring the muslery of the property and the possibiiity of hnrmlul emlissions
fundumentals, while taking produced by the 348kv line.

advantage of the outdoor -
environment, Goer added.

.According to Mlke Flelcher, rlghl of wuy agenl for

Plains, consiruction damage would be minimal as a

and visibilily of theline is ongof Lthe areas beg studled,

the

“Plalns will restore the'land to its orlgﬁal Qondluon'

_school will be adding other asn nanrl as posalble,” Fletthersald.
grade levels In the coming Xi

years and hopes to add emluiom could prove hdrmful
!nclllllel

tes;-project- mamfar..lnld,lhnthgh vollage
{ there was exposure over

a long perfod of {ime, and noted that electric companles -
un—pmhlblud.:rnm.puclna.unu_nenr_:esldmcu_nr_.

Kit Cargon (.ooptrtnrvé 411&'1\'; et

of the tincos " *ndeded, ). |
Plains Electric, Gens|
Cooperative Inc., head|
rovides wholesale electric
ncluding Kit Carson.
Plains has contracted
sclences and engineering
study an area of approxim:
of Taos to determine possib
The _proposed line w
Callerite and ’!‘aon substat
-miles. -

on the existing line which |
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jured. Patsy Trujillo, 23,

LADONALUZ
RESTAURANT
e Finest Food in Taos
en Daily: 11:30 am-3:00 pm
6:00 pm-10:00 pm
2 Block East of Taos Plaza
Phone: 758-

aos Piie

Ronpld J. Cordova, 17,
In the oase, exgupl--dled Instantly In the orash
1:48
ur
the

s AP mtinnisesas g P s W @ B Ml S R s
blo youth killed in accident
A Taos Pueblo youth was
recognizance —afler~killed Friday night (March
18) when the car he was
driving falled to negotiate a
lurn on Upper Ranchiloa

and Pal Lujan, 18, bolh of
Thoa Pueblo, wore tronted
and roloascd at loly Cross
Hoapital,

According to police
reports, pansongors In thoe

Tailings line break minor

A broak In thy Molycorp
Lallings lne, tho socond In
lons than two wovks, was
vory minor and cnumd tle
or no damago, according (o
Maolyeorp officinla,

Tho . bropk occured
Sunday (Marth 200 at about
B0 won,, necording to Bob
Snerinon, Molycorp
muannger, and was inrgnly
contalned by o “horm"
orectod along Lhe, line for
tho purpose of proventing
tnllings kpllls from eolering
the Hed Hiver,

Sacrinon nald aboul MM
pounds of Inlllnr- wpblod
over the berm and wont Into

'NCT MEETING at 7:00

eryone foattend. ‘

 Taos, N.M.

'~ ~NOTICE——

‘ex Cruz, Chalrman, Taos County Republican
irty, would like to remind all precinct Chalr-
en, Committees and Republican Voters and
| interested people to attend the MASS PRE-
.m. and ImmedI ate-
following at 8:00 p.m.-t?we Taos County RE-
JBLICAN CONVENTION TO BE HELD AT
. TAOS MIDDLE (Old) JR. HIGH AUDIT-
~1UMON FRIDAY NIGHT, APRIL 1, 1977,
1e purpose of the County Conventlon Is to elect
wunty Officers for a 2-year“term and other -
ry Important Party business. Mr. Cruz urges

_Carolina M. Rodriguez, Secy. .
. Taos Co. Republican Party

)

atitomoblle sald the driver, high rate of apoad, e

headed west on--Uppor - cording to police;. .*
llanchllnu,nworvodloa';nld k1ap

atriking » dog In the road  Investigating the Incident

whon ha loal control of the wero Hlato olice Offlcers

vohlele, John Cordova und W, C.

The ear wan traveling nl & Wilson, J

the river for aboul lon March 16 contributed to the
minulos hofora Lhe broak loss of over 3,000 trout, sald
wiln ropalred. that (he. latost aplll ap-
“Wo sgaught 1L early,'" parenily did no damage at
Sncrison sakd, "I didit rlw!mu:hery.
affoct tho river ol all." “The boyas hero sali they
Jim Standifor, foroman al  dldn't notleo. when 1L (lhe
the 1tod Wiver lah hatehory wplll) wont by the  hal.
whora o lallings spill on chory," Stundifor said.

D Nahasli considered

‘The D Nahoall Proschool the Planning and  Zoning
wilt b the subjoct of n Commisston, donying n
publle hearing bofore the spoclal use zoning rinlt
‘Taox Town Councll, Wod: for the wscheol, which I
newdoy (March 300 al 6:10 locatod In 8 resldontial
p.m, al Town HEAN, soction, The Commigsion's

Sehoal  roprenentatives rullng cnmae, al o
are appealing to the Councll prossions  of  protost by
tor rovorsal of a decislon by nolghbors, 0

—SHADY BROOK INN

Serving e g

Breakfast & Lunch Daily 7:30-6 pm

Complete Dinners
Served Thursday - Sunday
5:30-8:30 e $4.
GOOD HOME COOK|

Emiles sast of Taos on ihe road to Angel Fire LS %

. 758-8207

0:00am {0 5:00pm '«
Rd. Easi of Gundalupe Church
I¢hes or

-
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Trufillo took Bome
reorganization. "'Wq carried
Sonale.' sald the Benato Mal

+ Trujlllo also |Isted reorgs
mn?nr ploces of legisiation,
colling on natural gas pric
“monumental,” he sald,

Trujlllo wenl on o cile the
bill 48 significant {or the state
“allows judgos lo set fixed p
victions, eliminating early par

. A measure Taos Counly
Judgeship for {he Elghth Judic
for a second julige died In the
oul hope a "'betler bill' would

1o reportied support of the
10 § question over whethordhc
as appointive or elective,

Criticizad by a Taos Cou.
the right-lo-work measure
lon, Trujillo defendoed hi
vnied the constituency,
Batewlide polls show %3 ]
e work leglslation, he s.

Duran, on the sther hand
Houss, saying he*‘doas not be
: One of the landmark acte
It ended on (ime, Trujlllo
lawmaking at 12 noon shar
supreme court justice siiting :
It was the first New
time. —

‘Welcome’r
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The Taos Chamber
sponsoring a receptlon for
BIll Sisneros Friday (Ma:
Kachina Lodge. 3

The evenl was annour
Cantu and Chamber presi

+ The reception, honor!
 Jane Sisneros, Is {ntende
the general public to me
ddministrator,” e o - -

- 2 ' Gallegos expressed p!
| co-hosting the receptior.

- ~sald, *of increaped com

business community and t
{“Cantu has roted the :
Sisneros working as town :
iliAdditional” Informat{
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confront school officials

Mi)ler told the group Lhe plcket lines would be peuceful and order]y —

the walkout
« harm (han

tlon meeting
uting match,

ledina, Rev,
our Tuesday
dendent oy
4. He sald he

I Meyer both
d with both

“They either
ag but a stall

ecause of re-

non-tenured’

stors and Albuquerque televls!on statlons,
a march to the Plaza area.
eyers is stu ent body president. _

fore leadin

'ers’ due

~propert

Y-85l “That'
il make up a . Gonzales said.

“1mes reported
1

2ing n

fictitious name, as'long as lhey show
that the manAvwag racsivad '

The students also clidmed violation of their freedoms of speech,
assembly and press. A news release from the students also calls the
“raclal issue™ a “cheap’ excuse.

The student representatives sald that Martinez, talking directly to
Meyers, sald Meyers was representing “one pulnllc " which the students
took (o mean Anglos.

The students, who marched from the illhh :whoul through the Claza,
Intended to spend maost of the day at KIt Carson Purk.

Local merchants and community members donated refreshements
and lunch for the protesters, who were to have Jolned an announcet!
pleket Hine of the school administration bullding Wednesday at 4 pom,

Mare than 100 ;nncnh and tenchers Were o have pleketed the central
offlee. The group was to Include members of the Taos Municipal Educa-
tlon Associntion and the Concerned Partents Assoclation, .

'l‘he action was to he taken **
resents,”  according to

as a symbol of the school board and what
Glen Miller, Natlonal  Education

‘:‘\asm. ation-New Mexico representative.

A decision to picket was made’ by “ome teachers attending a TMEA
- meeling Tuesday (May 9). Almoft 90 percent of the members present -
voted Lo endorse those who pleketed.

By PHIL BATEMAN

Couplers connecting sections of pipe
in the Molycorp tailings line parted
early Monday evening resuiting in the
first tailings *'spill"* into Red River in
more than a year.

The break was delected about 7:30
p.m. Monday (May 8), and was
largely contained by repair crews
throwing up a temporarydike or
“berm" between the break and the
river.

The tailings, comnlning olyb-
denum refuse {rom the Molycorp
mine near Questa, apparently entered
the Red River In only two areas. The
Red River Fish Hatchery downriver
from the spill was notifled of the
break In time to close off the flow of
river water into the hatchery. No fish
were lost, according lo hatchery
foreman Jim Standifer,

Moly spokdsman Lew Thompson, of
Santa Fe, said the splll was *'not the
worst break we've ever had, but it's a

bad one." T
" There were breaks In all thrée of the
lines that carry the tallings (rom the

By MERILEE D,
The continuing Taos
moratorium has forced the mvau;:
Planning and Zoning Commission

sewer

(Photo by Phil Bateman)

minister to locale a moblln home on

uly

oblem, 1houg

deny a request from a Pentecostal.’

- b\:lld the church itself.

and that he would joinon the lines.

TMEA resolved, by a vote of 49-3-3, Lo condemn the school board for
recent declsions not to rehire at least 12 non-tenured teachers,

The TMIEA resolution ‘cited the board's disregard for professional
abllity und the recommendations of 2adminlsirators. .

According Lo information presented at the TMEA meeting, 10 of the
teachers who were not rehired were recommended by their supervisors
for re-cmployment; nine signed the recall petition agninst Medina; six
were {rom the high school, Whl.‘l‘l! student population Is not nxPcctcd to

decrense next year; one

erson's wife s a v

ce president ol ¢ and

only one non- “tenured tencher who signed 18 known to have been rvhired
Al Tuesday's school board meeting, board chairman Nick Martinez

suldd statements made by board mem

sers outside bonrd meetings were

Iindividual statements, not board statements, The remark was an ap-
parent reference to radlo broadeasts by board member Elt Herrera.

“We represent the entlre community,'" Martinez said. *
el along together as they did in the past.”

sec¢ the three cultures

g | wouldlikc to

Martinez .‘..nid he wished lo see Lthe racial tssue ended completely.

mine to a tallings pond below Questa,
and Thompson said Moly officials
were puzzled by what caused the
couplings to part.

The 12 Inch lines thal carry the
waste (rom the mine to the pond
parallel the Red River through most
of the 12 miles between the mine and
the tallings pond.

Thompson sald the section of line
where jhe breaks occurred was pipe
that had been Installed for only a
year, and there had never been any
trouble in that area before. '

The breaks occurred near the

Questa Ranger Station about seven
miles from the mine. The breaks were .

about 1,000 feet from the river, and
the quick work by crews on contalning
the spill apparently lessened the
damage.

Environméntal Improvement

Division environmentallst Gus Cor- -

dova was al the scene of the spill early
Tuesday morning and reported that

. the spill was major in the amount of

tallings matertal that was released,
but very little of it got into 1he river. .

the site of her proposed church

Rev. Ruth Henderson of the Indlun
Mission Church, Pentecostal Church
of God, sald she Intended to use the

mobile home as a parsonage until her -
Texas-supported mission rdises funds’

for a permanent bullding. Funds have
“already become avallable, dhe said, to
purchase four subdivision lo_ts and
- e
Town planning mluumt}uymnnd
.. Cisneros sald the commission w

LA

Moly spill contained

Cordova routinely takes samples of
river water after such breaks occur.
Hesald the results would be back from
Albuquerque in about two weeks.

““The river
spring run-off," Cordova said, 'so the
dilution of the material is good.'"

Cordova said the river was “milky"

at the two entrance points of the spill, -

but he did not'see any dead fish In the
areas of the river he inspected.

Thompson said the mine was shut
down as soon as the spills were
reported Monday night, and the
company hoped lo have repalrs
completed and be back {n operation
by Wednesday. .

According to Thompson, Moly of-
ficlals were very concerned as to the
cause of the couplings separating.

**A very Intensive Investigation has
been called for by management,”
Thompson sald, “‘and a news release
will be
vestigatien is completed,”

Thompson said it was "lmpossible” ‘

to estimate the amount of tailings

" materlal lhnt entered the Hed Rlver.
2 Zoning Commlssmn says no
to minister’s moblle’;home

\

ﬂow is high due to the ™~

released when the-_In-————

cordlng “to, plannlng coofdlnator i

Walter Vlgll

reduest by "Mr. and Mr: Loo
‘I‘aroyn of Tafoya's Day Care Center

mﬂ.,l

They Intend to. move their child care

service into-a residential’ building ;
wned'

by Gus Gnllegol on Suuu

‘The " seven- member eornmlsalon
mains one member short, after one
gl Lovato's seven appolmees with
rew, ‘_w__..‘

was approved at the April 27 hearing.

.

“They-can Ssign &

000808

vy "“l‘emporlry mobl!e home permils

lre seen as a problem for the town. At

an amiantatinn cacelnn lagt mafith far

:‘Afchle Gallegos, manager. of Gl—’h—«
Co of New Mexico, was selected-by-=— =

tho asssmiccinnane ns ihair rhairman.




Ilnnﬁln}': Aulhurlly and the ‘lmllun lhullh
led  Service Monday (April 20 to sign wmutuanlly
tions  cooperative ugreement Lo bring piped water
olice o rbout 280 existing homes.
that Two soparate systems  conslsling of a

for wtoruge tank fed by two wulla wlll be con-
flash  structed as soon us bidy for tho flrst step,
excavation of the wells, nre prepared, ac-

belng cording to Tribal Secretary Roy Hernal. A
» pum,  third system may be bullt ln the future for new
wre of  housing near Arroyo Seco frunilm.: State High-

waiy 150,

PO ATE O Wl L W
bers, no fueilithes are ta be bullt In traditional
arcan Restdents Hvlng inslde the villuge walls
will e nble to obtidn water from the com-
munity system at specinl polnts to be con-
strueted nenrby,

A Tunos Puabls boling precinet  wan
authorzed by the County Commisaton Fridoy
(April 200 after the counly clerk's offles
reported that Tuos preecinet No.o 8, on the
northeust segment of the town, dsupprouching
s Jegad Himilt of B00 registered volers,

In nddition, o petition hearing the

legnlly

TH o o T,
proved  the  Comanlsslon’s
tApell B, necording to Bernal,
distinnge older peaple must travel to vole, und
lh‘ lnnguuge brerter in expliuning the fun- -
ctloning of vnlm;’ mnehlnes s prime reasons
tor the 'ushlo move for lts own polling pliee

Moudny
e cltedd the

actlon

lamues affeeting Indtans are appenring on
bullots more and more,”” Bernal commented.
He nldo predicted that hiks own people might be
more llkely to seek offier in the future with o
separite precineton Poeblo land

' Sanitation district vote
heading down towrre

S
Bt Urau

limentary dinner for two at Kl Portal
box of candy, courtesy of Coronndo
nacy, In  celebratign  of  Nuatlonal
tary Week, which t-nlt‘i Friday .

4

' peczal

he clients ask about her and how she Iy

igil blends career und home, Lhanks, she says,
sband Raul, who works al Molycorp, Inc. She
ughter of Polito and Tina Martinez of Talpa.
I8’ three sons also think she Is pretty special.

ig Vigll I1s no ngwcomer to the secretarial
he sludied for a year at Highlands Universily
aod Mor slghl yeara M peliolusim it ibtor
hell befure wpplying fur the Jab with e
on for relarded cilizens,

on the job over 26 other applicants, And sincg
to work there lasl year, Patricia Vigil has won
1s of everyone uloclnled with the retarded
wotrlm.

also will be

Voters In the Ranchos aren o o e |u-IIN

& Tuesday (May 1) to declde whether to form o wilter

and santtntlon districet,

Hut they are not expecled (o turn out In larpe
numbers.  Aboul 1700 tnxpaying  electors  are
qualified to vole, Sunltation distriel elections in
New Mexico usunlly show small voler tirnouls

Those whao vole ves to «/ﬂ—l-nld‘lidﬂnr_ the district

ciundidates, In the order in
which they wHl appear on the ballofl, are Poul
Valerlo, Ranchos  Elementury  tencher; Delfing
Torrez, Tuos Counly *federnl programs director;
Shirkey Romero, Taos County acecountant clerk;
Itohert Dalgh, engineer; and Bob Draper, plumber.

bonrd of directors, The

Profiles of the enndldates appenr on Page A-10 of
this newspuper

L Mexdeoand pay

Aesked o select three members (oo 1ks e

lln- communities  in o the  proposed  distriet
boundaries wre anchos, Talpa, Dlano Quemado,
Cordilteri, Los Cordovis and Banchitos de Abajo,
botnded by Camdno del Medlo

FHpihle to vole are those persons who live in the
are repglstered o vate o the stade of New
il or personal property lisxes,

nrea,

who hias i guestion about eligibliity
advised 1o po the Tuesday. where Counly
Clerk  Francisce Gonzales and Toeny: Lopez, at.
tarney for the proposed disteiet, will have adfidavity
Lor volers to sipn METRR !
Two polls will be open trom 7o m -7 pan..

Volers from Ranchos  precinet 21, Llano
Quemado Precinet 22 and Tadpa precinet 23 vote al
SU Franeis gym.,

Anyaoie
pulls

Voters from Los Cordovas precinet 8 and
restdents of Ranchitos de Abajo hving south of
Camino del Medlo vote at Los Cordovi cmnmunny

" Investigator,

center

Second spill at Molycorp

The second  Molycorp,  Ine.
tnllingy spill Into the Red Riverin
n lttle over i month has been
Iabeled “"severe’ by an Knviron-
mental  Improvement  Division
Investigntor,

Maolycorp look exeeption to the

'1uh| by

'I‘hv spill was 'I‘hurqduy. April
19, about elght miles down river
from Moly's molybdenum mine
near Questa. John Stutsman;-the
sald the accldent
upparently was caused when a
coupling in the tailings -plpeline
loosened at ‘about 5:30 that
morning.

Stutsman sald the llne crosses
the Red River on a concrele
trestle at the point where the sp!ll
occurred.

A spill earller this year, March
17, haa prompled the atate KD tn
request that Moy be tined for
Improper discharge Into the
river. Maxine Goad, of the E1D's
water control division, sald she
sent a letter to the federal
Environmental ' Improvement
Agency April 3, asking that a fine

: be levied agnlns-t the corp-oraucm — T Ubltuaries

“(April24);

The maximum fine possible Is
$10,000, necording to Goad.

Commenting on the lntest splll,
Stutsmun  sald  he  based  his

Caevere' finding orn the
murkiness of the river near the
necldent. Stutsman sald waler
samples taken from the rlver had
not heen nnulyzed as of 'Neqduy

Molycorp general manager Bob
Sacrison disagreed with Stut.
sman. Sacrison said the river is so
muddy from spring runoff that it

Is Imporssible to’ gauge the
severity of the splll based on the

dikes, bullt up near the tallings
lHine al severnl points along the
river, held most of the spill,
Crews were working near the spill
site at the tmd® and more dikes

‘were hastly thrown up to control

the disehnrpe, Saerlson sndd,

Stutsman snld he saw no dead

_fishin llu-rr_l'.-yr_ng.’urrrp‘u‘.-_sgliwl_l__g_'l_le. ~

Henry Cortez, director of the
Red River Flsh Hatchery located
downstream from Moly, sald no
fish were killed as a resull of the
spill, Cortez sald Moly called

when the accldent happened, and
the flow of the river into the

waler's appearance. . ha!che ry was stopped Iim-
Sacrison added that’ earth mediately. -
'

insice
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Vn the wind...

{May 24) in the State AA Baseball Cham-
" plonship game between Questa and Hatch

J QUESTA — -Molybdenum milling waste flowed
Into.the Red.River-and tallings pond dust: blew
acrossthe Sunshlne Valley near here last week

.The.spill- my'zo."m ‘caused by a break In a

bntrance. It was estimated -that a ton of waste
pilled Into the Red River ' ™ ﬁe 30 minutes before
|he break was repalréd. 4

The dust was-caused by .ugh winds, Saturday
May 24), whipping across the area west of Questa

000810

“Play was stopped several times Saturday _

kailings pipe about a quarter-mile west of the mine '

(Hatch 'won) because of low visibllity
caused by blowing dust. The Questa
- Volunteer Fire Department tried to water

olycorp S tailings

“-.where Molycorp maintains several ‘“‘ponds" which
allow the tallings slurry to settle, so water used In
the process can be put back Into the Red River.

‘The dust caused play to he delayed several times
in the State AA Baseball Tournament at Questa
High School. Several baseball fans blamed the
taijlings ponds for the dust, but the state Environ-
mental Improvement Division had recelved no
complaints by Monday (May 26).

Molycorp has used a chemical spray on the ponds
in an effort to stop dust from blowing

down the area around the fleld, but as this
photograph from near Questa Junior-Senior
High School shows, the dust was toming

blow, spillinriver

Ken Hargls of the EID office in Santa Fe sald air

quality monitors remain near the high school, but”

the agency has had trouble finding anyone to check
them and change filters.

- He said the last chemical analyses on the dust
were done aboult a year ago. Those analyses

re’ "zdno serious health hazards, E1D reported._ _

.Cordova, head of Taos' EID office, was on
leave May 20 when the spill occurred. He said he
was driving hv the area when he noticed taflines

from Molycorp’s tailings ponds just west of
town. High winds stirred up the tailings by
mid morning. .

s

_around the-pipe. He sald he nol.fied nis office. ba

the spill already had heenreporisa.

Molycorp spokesman Lewis Thumpson of Santa
Fe sald most of the milling 1allu:gn were coliected
in shelves near the mill gate ~"The spring runcff u
already muddy and we added to that Llnudlr.un for
afew milea.” Thompson said. o~

He said EID. the U"S. Envir, }mat Frotection
Agency, the U.S. Bureau of Lal, . aanagement and

the state Game and Fish Department were notified
nf the enily
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Taflings

Manuel R,

~

Questa Ranger
tatlings  plpo

and spiliing  Hquid

QUEHTA

Ortegn of Questa shaken
molybdenum tallings duat from trees on
his property on the back road to the
Station.

thoere broke
weoks ago, spraying the troos with dunt
tutlings

- Molycorp reported’a molybdenum

A Molycorp
about four

Into an

ncoquln,

broke four woeoks ago,

-t
et el ‘. .

Vet Bhaiyee

Molycorp s in the proceaa of
moving nbout five miles of ita linos nlong
State Road 1R, so that the Hinos will be on
the other atde of the road from the river.
But a spokesman sald there are no plana
to rolocate tho lines which go through
private ensemaonts noar Quoesta,

River leak reported
but not acequia spill

Nooding the area with

tallings apill In the RRoad River Monday (July 14).
Another sptll in the Acequia del Rio Colorado
about four weoks ngo win not reportad,

Monday's apiil took place about 10:40 a.m,
when a hydro-11ft and its trafler came looae from
a truck near the new entrance at Goat 1 Quich,
The 1Tt and tratler rollod backwarnrd, hitting one
of the tallings itnea and broaking it

Lowils Thompson, Molycorp's spokosman in
Santa Fo, sald tatlings apowad from the pipe for
about five minutes. Thompaon salkd Monday he
daldn’t have an estimato of how much tatlings got
into the Red River, but ited River ish Hatchory
managuer Henry Cortoz sald tho spill wns minor.

“"We dian’t even have to divert any water,”
Cortox sald of the hatchory ponds downatream
from the spill,

The state Eavironmental Improvement
Agency was notiffed of Monday's spill, hut
Charles Nylander of the KIA's surface water
division sald the aguncy recelved no word of a
spill during Juna. He sald Molycorp reported
July 3 that it had no tallings apilla during the
month of June.

But Manuel R. Ortega of Quosta sald lust wook
& pipe which crosses his property east of town

Hquid taitings which wern sprayed over the
troon. The tullings alno apilled tinto the Acequia
del o Colorado, which leaves the Ited River
near the Quentn Foraat Horvice office and flows
southoast, local rosidents sald,

The tallinga flowed down the irrigation (Iltch
for about a mile. A property owner {n the area
ntd Molycorp dispatched crew to the area who
neraped the accumulated tatlings from the ditch.

Ortoga sald hia grandfather sigxned a right.of.
wny loase with Molycorp aboil % years 2go.
Ontogan’s krandfather dled sovernl years ago and
Ortogn snid Molycorp officials have approached
him about renowing the loase which run gut soon.
Hut Ortegn sald he was not Interested In
renewing the right of - way lease with Molycorp.

Thompaon of Molycorp sald last month's apii!
was not roported to state or fedoranl agoncles
bocause apilla on company land do not require
reporta,

But Nylander sald Molycorp's llicense to
oporate requiren the reporting of all apills into
public watarwayn Including trrigation ditches

and ‘uny othor fallure of the system that
rosults In a dinchargo of tatlings otf the company

property.’” J

QUEBTA — Molycorp will
sponsor a comprehensive
impact study for Questa, ac-

cordlm( to former Molycorp
offictal John McGraw.
The village councll accepled

Contraband seized

Molycorp pays for Questa study

the proposal at a meeting
Molycorpofficials July 7.
McGraw, who has since
resigned from Molycorp and
taken a job in Virginia, sald
Molycorp will pay a consulting
firm for the study which will
review state and fedoral

QUESTA - A local man was
_reloased on $400 ball after he
-was charged with the
possession of stolen property
estimated at more than $9,000.

Manuel BSanches, 84, who
lives on Cabresto Road here,

Red River
concert set

RED RIVER — BStudents
from the Twos S8chool of Music
will perform here at 8 p.m.
July 26 at the Little Red School
House ’

quton Anderson, director,

was jafled July 3 and released

.the same day for allegedly

taking small motors, pumps
and tools from Molycorp and
large f{arm equipment from
Dos Hermanos Ranch in S8an
Lasts, Colo.

State Police officer Dennls
Cordova said the stolen
property was located,
photographed and inventoried
June 7. About $6,700 worth of
the property was recovered

_and returned to the owners.

Cordova said about $2,700
worth of remaining items
remain missing.

Magistrate Judge J. F.
Romero of Taos set bond at
$4,000 on the charge of third
degree felony and accepted 10

said the program was not yet percent of that as bail,
», but would be announced , Cordova sald the case unm
Jrior to the concert. under investigaton.
————eEEER d
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programs to determine what
funds might be avallable for

roads, sewers, sowage
treatment plant and
recreational facilities.

The study will recommend
what steps Questa should take
to prepare for the additional
activity caused by the ex-
panded mining oponuonl at
Molyoorp.

“Molycorp will pay for the
study, but the contractor will
work for the town of Questa,’’
according to R.G. Dewey, a
Molycorp vice president, in a
memo to C.R. 8acrison,
general manager of the Questa
mine.

Dewey said the
firm will be uhonn by
Molycorp.

Stump‘edf
fornew I

QUIESTA - The two or three thieves and
estimated $40,000 In cash they stole from Centi
Bank's branch office here July 3 are still miss
this week, and the Federal Bureau of Inrvestigat
apparently in no closer to finding them.

“Inltially, 1t looks like we don't have any g
suspocts,’’ uan P11l agent suld Monday (July 14)

The agent sald the FII will he In the Taos ¢
Questa area moon, trylng to obtain more
formation about the mid.-morning, armed robb.
in which braunch manager lRobert Ortega and he
tollor Mary Ann Cortez were hundcuffed and for:
to e on the floor while two men cleaned out c:
drawors and the vault,

A third man was belleved to have driven the g
away car. All three were described us ilispani
but other descriptions varied.

The State Pollce arrvsted three men from

Dixon fenc

DIXON -~ The Bureau of
Land Management plans to
fence some urroyo bottoms and
put up no-trespassing signa in

highest bid
the sales m
for 20 years

some areas here Lo keop people ‘HO satd
from bullding restdences. signs, obe
Ricliard Niemeyer, the Taos prevent fur
area manager for the BLM, on BLM1an
sald the fencing and signs are lo butlda fe
part of the agency’s efforts to . Ut bu“d‘“
settie land claims in the area. bottoms wl
drive onto -

BLM will be selling about 680

acres near Dixon in the next Niemeyera

few years. Thatland either will The restrt
go, fora fee of $1.50 pur acre,to - the site of
peopls whohave lived there for structlon p
sqyernl.years and can prove who Bay 'h

“colo} of title” or sold to the

Chan ges made

QUKHTA Village putrolmuan Carlos Diaz, wh
recontly was cortifind by the New Mexico [.a
Knforcement Acndemy, was named acting chlef ¢
police hare untll the July 17 Village Council's flrna
budget hearing. The action ook place al a spect:
council meeting Thursday, July 10, »

The counctl, which haas heen plagued by polic
department probloms for months, also hired a ful
Uine officar, Aflrian Tany, who hus worked 4 wae
on a temparury hasis. Dinz had high praise fo
Tann, saying he performna like an officer with abo
sovon months experience.

Diaz, who has heen with the department |
montha, said, ‘We denperately need three officer

- two cannol give 24-hour coverage.’' He also tol
the councll u new police vehicle in nesdod,

Councliman Bornabe Ortoga sald, ""We are In

can't produ

pinch, budgoet-wise, and cannot afford three ol
flcors."’
~o
) C C rours .
QUICHTA The Youth and provid
Consorvation Corp (YCC) sducation.
group londod a bus and later Questa an¢

students r
recelve i
vironmental
credit for wor
Two or thre
yeur, becau

Nlod quietly past Molycorp's
noley  power plantn as they
struggiod with hard hats and
unfamiilar gogglen required of
anyons viaiting the area.

The 20 YOC membors and
thelr four adull leaders on.
Joyed the tour of Molycorp
fucilition here Friday (July
11), excopl for the goggles.
Blnging wwoeat ran into thelr
eyon und they were left with
rim.ringa on thelr cheeks, ut
thut's the rules, reminded tour
gulde and Molycorp en.
vironmuntal coorainator
Cynthin Htark.

At the beginning of the tour,
Bturk guve a brief history of
the mine, Molycorp's future
plans and a description of the
mining operation. Dlirector
Albert Or.ix mild YOC mem-
bers must spend at least 10

‘hours of their 40-hour week in
environmental stucy and this
yoar the emphasts is on energy
and energy alternatives.

The Taos County youth, 18 to
18 years of age, were chosen at
random from their ap-
plications to work in the Questa
Ranger District. The group,
which has been accident-free
for two years because of rigid
safety standards, has been
busy bullding district boun-
dary fences, cutting vigas for
storage cabins, assisting in
surveying and marking Forest
Bervice property boundaries.

Ortiz said they also perform
fence and trail maintenance,
recreation site clernup and
reseeding bare spots left by
flood damage last year. One
special project was replacing
the culverts at Columbine
campground dlmxed by ficod
water.

The purpose of the federally

atanding wc

funded program is to provide . * Memt
employment for one summer Molyc
for youth who will do con- summ
servation and environmental Rang«
work for the R-Annr District mana,;
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Is cost schools $ 1,200

traffic accident cost the Tavs
ther $1,200 In damage this

office ""could hnvo 'I;m\n n lol worne. "
Bhe sudd tmportant and confldentinl filea mnd

rocords wore loft undinturbed, Doorkrnobs, locks,

bullding, now the speclal
ocgived a spray palnting of
‘Inger block wall cutside the

Ml victim to a car,
Alberto Vidaurre satd the two
Jlated. He sald pollce have
st to make an arrest this

telophones and dosk lops wers apray painted and
obsconilion wory sprayoed on walls (neide nund oud,

Two adults and four juvenilos were ordored by
Taos Municipal Judge Joo Montoya to pay $170.80
cach In restitutlon for damage to o window at
Taos Elvmentary Hchool two weokn ngu. Ashley

Owens and Brott Bayley, both 10, ulong with the

«.cla Middle School assistant- four

1age at the speclal educatlon

youths,. were charged with rolling a 1,000

pound tire through the window.

s “Texas’ article

report truly unbluéd data and
o treated accordingly."”

' soe Puge A-5 for complete [ist of

Garcla, president of Zia, said this
+ Albuquerque the firm ‘‘used stan-
lentific research techniguses, which
{ by all reputable firms.”

he largest polling firm in the state,
1 ln existence since 1978, Garcia said
with specific questions oconcerning

ey is Invited to submit them.to Zia in.

<

of the ‘survey Tesults ran at 'the
of P 1 of the March 6 issue of The
nost as ah ldjunct to the report of t.he
of venue. -
stter signers objoctod to that article,
sd “Texans get low marks,” The
states: '‘Prominently featuring such
‘le, which is guaranteed to inflame at
' percent of all the tourists who read
bordered insst on your front page is
ous and displays in our opinion an
\tcf of sensitivity md }udummt
survey, commlulonnd by at!nm
rtindale, took place “Jan. 9-18.
2,800 telephone calls to residents of

000812

Tuos, Union and Coltax Countlies. The survey
was based on “random digit dlallng,'” a
poliilng technlque In which a computer
solecis numbers at random, ellminsiing
commercial numbers but Including uniisted
numbers.

Qarcla testifled in court that a survey of
that size has an “accuracy rating of plus or
minua 8, meaning It may be otf up to 6
percent elther way.

Zia sald pollsters interviewed 300 persons
in Taos County, of which 88.7 percent were

Himpanic, 27 percent Anglo, 1.3 percent
Indtan, and 6 percent ‘‘other’’,
inside
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rry, the TV llitlng did not arrive this
proek,

Chrin Laopez, Terry Visgquer,
ugene Visarragn,
For more on Pepnnea’s (iesl state charnplonshlp,

Vigit,

Pril ataiman

Hudy Homero, Allen Fer-

Kenneth Pucheco and Edwin

pleuse see

/“11)1)}1(/

Environmental
Improvemant Divisnion
namplod waler In the Red
River lnst wook after a March
g apill of molybdenum
talllngn.

from the

Tony Drypolcher of the
stale Environmental
Improvement Division In
Sunta Fe sald he and Jerry
Jacobl, the IE1D's Invertibrate
roofogist, ' found -some
blological effects due lo the
spill but thelr Investigation is
nol complete,

about

The splll occurred

Two Canon re-ldentn were
in jall earlfer this week after
s Saturday night fight at
K.lchlna Lodge.

. Sheriff Arthur 'l‘rujlllo lald
Melvin Trujillo, 26, and Carol
- Moys, 20, were arrested by
Deputfes Waiter Herrera and
Toby Mlera whc observed
them fighting In the lodge
parking lot around midnight.

COSTILLA--Joseph  Mar-
tinez, 20, was . Injured Sumia.y
(March™15) when his~ p]ckup
overturmed.

. Martinez told State Police
Officer Dennis Cordova that

to avoid a deer
Lcrouing State Road 3, about

four miles south of Costilla.

EID checks Moly Sptll

QU[!.HIA A lwo.man erew-

Fight ends with arrests

Deer\b/lamed for " wreck

""" ‘Cordova said Martines, " who

10:30 p.m, March 9, and tha
flow was wlopped (n less than
one hour, reported Molycorp
manuger  C.R Sacrison.
Drypolcher  suld  Molycorp
notitied the BID.

tant weeik's aplll of between
2.3 (ony of tuflings was due to
n “wear spot' In a plpe near
the Gouat Hill Campground,
Drypolcher sald.

This was the 4Tth tlrﬂe in
five yeurs that Molycorp: has
reported ‘splils, mostly tnto
ihe -Red Rlver, he aald,
Drypolcher sald during 1880, J‘
five spilis were reported, l
Into the river,

Trujmo and Moya drove
away and the deputies chased
them through town, down the
Raton by-pasge and back to
Canon where they were
arrested, the sheriff said,

Both Trujlllc and Moya
were cited for public fighting,
and Trujiilo also was charged
with reckless driving, evading
an officer and resisting
arrest the sherl!t reported.

His pauanger Bernie
Tafoya, 18, was not injured.

complained of back b\!urlal,
was taken to HoOly Cross
Hospltal In Taos m the Red
River Ambulance.. izt
Cordova sald the in-

Ao <fe MANCEY 72,

vestigation ls continuing. J

Sheniiait i oo
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‘ Brigham Young in 1800, Right, the one-room school bullt
through community offorte In 106 to repluce n log

structure destroycd by flre.

' couldn t make It,” the postinaator
sald.

The school closed once In the
30a, reopened In 1030, and closed
permanently during World War
[ §4

“1t was n good achool,” Pruniy
sald. There were the usunl eight
grades in one large room heated
by & coal and wood furnace ln the
basement. ''The community used

YSFHTAYION ~ 18 haut coal In from Dawacn or the

cearding ta
L.
o dvulge
hearing on
rinterest in
ldren of the
to It ls
he hearing
Ight
past, and
feeling to
g
he__achool |

sfiect area  him to see It go. He would rather aajd.

e

P el

men would cut wood in the
mountains for fuel,’” Prunty sald.

There: waa no- electricity; in
fact, the Red Rlver area itself
lacked centrally generated power

~-until the RICA drova a line into the
- area in 1947. “We used to have
Saturday nlght dances. by
kerosene }ight,” Prunty recalled.

"Prunty aald the teachers
presiding over the nchoo! were
sthict diaciplinarians, I carved
an initial on a new desk with my
knife. and I got a reallicking with
that teacher’s belt,” he sald.

Prunty sald it would sadden

seoitusedan a muaeum

ster Bob
g the flrst
lved at the
¥ uned to
* an old
said.

~158-20-

EHP from

EQUALLY ‘htstoric 1s the Otd
Brick Bullding. Qrria Young haa
heard a tew stories about it.

Her g'randmthur-ln-law, B.J.
Young, bullt the structure for his
home-in-1896-with bricks he fred .
himself. It was the only brick

.~ .« bullding in town,'” she said,

6. It was ™"

nrs ef the
he and
trick ta

B.J. Young, out of Virginia by’
way of a logging: cperationin
Twining, was a relative of
Brigham Youngn and Red

Pirvrar's fleet

000813

- and It haa deterlorated since, *T
think anybody could have {t, but It

The brick bullding s

from Trinldad by wagon through
LaBelle.

He und hin witu Sarah had 13
chilitren -moul of them ealsed tn
the brick structure,

“They had the only plano in Rtad

River, and there wab slnging and
dancing in thelr house every
Saturday night. No llquer, of
course; they wuere Marmons,”
sald Ma, Young.
" Not only was B.J. Young a
poatman, hul he wes alse an
amunteur dentist filling In for the
lack of the real thing. "Grandpn
would just put people on his
Rilchen table and pull teeth,'" she
sald,

It's not a large building. *'1 went
in there some years age and
thought 'Good Lord, how could
any couple rolse 13 children In
such a lttle house,’ Mra. Young
sald.

The Younga sold the place to a
family named Clapper in the 20s,
LThey_ran {t as a touriat unit I
1925 or 1928 and thay bullf cablna ™~
on the grounds,’ Mra. Young

After this, It rell Into disuse;

would be extremely expenaive (o
move,” Ma: Young said,

THE FATE of the Old Brick -
Buitdingis up tnthe air, .
—Reeves . doean't _.want__it__
destroyed and hopes a com-
Tunity etfort wilt be mounted to
save it by stripping the bricke
from the frame and moving onty

tha skeleton end reof.” Enough .4,

bricks wold remain in good shape

’ Rangar St.a.t.lon Taillnga Tan Control Bureau In'S8anta’Fe,

Siava Winston

deleriornting, and iy owner will give it away. The
~schoulhouse 1s the subject of a title dispute between the
- town and the Questn Independent Sehool District.

contribute money," he sald,

I1f no uction s taken, It would be
four years hefore the lownhouse
project renched i, bult Reeves i worlh preserving—are the
dnenn't{l.rsk the buliding will lust

—in brief )
Tailings spill near Questa

QUESTA—A splll July "B. on to property owned by the
trom the the Molycorp tallings U.S. Forest Service and Ellrio
line was keptl from the Red and Molses Rael of Questa,
Riverby a berm mineworkers Jeanteite said.
bullt, said Gabriel Jeantette of __ "It ran paralle] to the

§atlong.
The only people who can declde
whether efthey butlding lasts—or

T

the - Environmaental

Improvement Division (EID) It came wan about 100 yards

in Taos, .o from the river,” Jenmene
sald.

The line runs trom the mine - He 2aaid he couldn't autlmata
to Molycorp talllnga dumps the volume of splll from the
southwest .. of -Questa-—High-- break -because -pressure -had —
School. The line runs parallal aprayedit over a wide area. -

- ~to"State” Road-38-andthe-Red—— Jeantetta—sald—the—mine—is—-

River. The spill occurred when ‘Tequired to repert such spllls to
4 pipe broke near the Questa the EID's Water Pollution

“about 300 yarda but-the cigieat —| -

9n ﬂrs! placa ln mu Bud- -
Wweiser 'Cup,, Utah “Skiing
"~ Champlonship, at Snow Bau!.n

. ANGE‘L F‘IRE stunrt
’ o Brien has "heeti” npotnled-
EAles manager for the Angul
—Fire cOrprntmn Sajen Office,

SN yeRr. e [ - AT
LT 1a""*"---»--\?— ..+ O'Brisn s llo a-
' A Sait Lake: "Gty “native, reprasantative . for . Nordica
“O'Brien is also - wor{d class - boots, K-2 ak! a.nd Prismatic
and former aki coach‘ polen.

""k.'
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hlll becnuu it's a verified threat
to llfe and property.’* he sald.
People who llve along the river,
including officers of the llvestock
assoclation and residents of Gar-
cia, Colo., went to Santa Fe for
the House Appropriation Com-
mittee’s hearing on the bill

P e GwE nas

Matthew Lit

Mouth to mouth

Practice makes perfect and that's why seventh-grader

Livestock assoclation president Robert
Ellas Vig!l sald he visited Santa

Fe five or six times, lobbylng for

the dill. =
The original $8 mll!lrm funding ) !
request was amended to §11.6 class a4l

millton after a Department of In-
terior cost analysis was sub.
mitted.

Blanco, 13,
diopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) technique on this
Resuscli-baby. Blanco
participated In the four-day, 12-hour basic life support

keeps practicing his car-

was one of many students who

Questa Elementary. District nurse Mary

Harrison sald the program was initlated at the students’
request and those who pass the course are certified for
one year,

Village Council claims land

for new, safer KiowaBridge -

QUESTA —The Village Council decided Monday
tMarch 18) to go ahead with plans to build a new
bridge over the Red River on Kiowa Road, m spite
of une landowner's objection.

The new bridge, which has been i the planning
stages since the old one washed out in 19K3 floods,
will replace a temporary wooden structure that has
been rebullt once in the year and a half 1t has been
there.

But the new bridge will be lociated about 200 feet
east of the existing temporary bridge, and will
require four landowners in the irea to donate to the
village some land and parts of prividte roads

Though, according to Mayor John Giallour Jr
all four of the residents in 19583 had apgreed 1o
dedicate the necessary land to the village for the
bridge, one of them changed his mind recently

The village will clalm eminent doman, he said

“We use this as a last resorl,” Gatllour sind, “"but
we were not able to come toan agreement with the

Work on the bridge will probably have to walt un-
tulafter the spring runoff when swaler levels recede,
the mayor sad

In other meeting, the
Council:

—Approved o change order for (.'ummungly
Assostance Council (CACH money left over from
the former SR 3 paving project completed last fall”

A Lhird of the $15,000 Left from the project will go
to helping the Questic Valunteer Fire e p.ulnn nt
pave the areain frontof their station

The village will also have to conatruet o tradfie
hiand at the mtersection of Abric Road aaed formet
SR O3, behind the TexGaieo station The ll]ll'rh’l'f’“““
pow neludes iovery shaep angle that thye highway
department his sald must be strioghtened

Money from the CAC proaject will also po for fen
cing  two acres of Lund behind the villige of flees
that the Council has decided to purehase from the
Max Ortegad farrnty g

business at the Monday

EN zoning
circulates g

By Matthew Lit n
EAGLE NEST--The Planning t
and Zoning Cummisslon Is cir-
culating a petition among |t
homeowners who llve outside n
village Iimits, to get thelr ap- K
proval for annexation of thelr
land. a
The petition will allow the 23 ¢l
county resldents a chance to K
volce thelr opinion on the matter fr
of annexation, sald Harvey Ken-
ner of the commissfon. u
This form of annexallon
through petitlon |s known as U
“friendly annexatlion™ and -is
based on a general congensus of  p-
those Involved, sald Kenner €
-Only 535 percent of the 23 d
homeowners need to sign to make b
# @ valld peulion. Kenner is con- v
fident that unanimoyus approval is
S——
possible. w
One problem the commission U
anticipates is many of Lthe v
homeowners whose signatures
are desired are not (full-time [
restdents. It will be necessary to

In brief

Comments as

homeowner."

The new bridge will change the route of the
‘Klowa.Road, taking out a shirp curve and opening
itup to larger vehicles, llke school buses and main
tenance equipment, Gaittlour said.
will also be strong enough 1o hold these
vehicles, unlike the existing tempaorary bridge

Gaillour said the village
agreement with the landowners,
ten approval for the bridge,
englneering and site preparation,

Flood money, frozen in 19K3,
und Questa offtelals are

The new hridge

s oacling on the ortgurad
has already pot
and has completed

hits been released,
lpoking  at
$225,000 of the $1.3 milllon alloted for Taos County

The Lund wall provide room tor the villinge ;ju\'vr'

ninenl lo grow,

heavy =Tabled

request
Televiston System to ranse e rates for h.nu cable
service from $10 15 to $11 260 manth

Ghntllour sand

—Approved provision of emergeney dispatehing
serviees for the Cerro Volunteer Fire Departiment
The department will provide thear own paggers

from  the Taos Cable

The company also siand seven areas i town are
bemng considered for antroduction of service,

That

dectsion will e made sometime i early May

receiving

The Council tabled the request antil the next
regular meeting Aprnl 15
have i chanee to review the request and comment,

so that residents could

EID to prepare reports

QUESTA=The slate Fn-
L vironmental Improvement
Division (EID) will be releasing
lwo comprehenslve  reporls
regarding local &lr quality data
collectegy through™the ycurs by
various sgencles.
Spurred by a meeting with
Questa Mayor John Gaillour Jr_,
- the EID will complle a report of
all avallable data concerning

local alr quallty collected up to

1983, Including that collected by
Molycorp. This report will be
released by April 8,

In addition, the Alr Qualily
Bureau of the EID will release a
report of Ita.findings (rom a
speclal study conducted In the
spring and summer of 1984. This
report will be released by May 13.

The second study will Include
analysis_of_ag

000814

dn nun (.llll:u_-. and nearby safl,
as well as findings (rom air siom-
pling  al monitors al the high
school and the flsh hatehery

Hutl some of the mayor’s, the
Council’s and the ctllzens” can.
cerns may not he addressed.

“IUas important 1o emphasize,
again, that some of these ldsues
are highly technleal and complex
and tha!l obtaining the data
necessary to provide sound seler?”
e conclusions aboul them 1ty
both very expenstve and time-
consuming,”” stated EID deputy
director Rlchard Holland in a
March 14 letter to Mavor
Galllour.

In addition, the letter stated. an
assessment of the risk factor of
breathing airborne molybdenum
mlllngs wl!l be “difficull, if not

mestlle . researeh has not hm'l'l
completed

Tt Madrut,  EI o reglonal
director  fur  the  northeast
quicdrant of he stale, sald at a

Monday o March 180 Counet]
meeting that he wias not aware of
any medical rescarch being con:
ducted it this Ume.

Finally, Holland ts plunning a
“farrly  detatled®  letter to
Galllour within the next week,
listing™ information about the

stitus of the proposed Guadalupe
tailings dump site, the results of
bivlogical essays and loxicity

studies of tallings material and
flulds, a historical summary of
tailings spills that have affected
the Red River and a summary of

. Superintendent for the lastelght y

A U.S. Bureau of [and Manag
analyzing the potentlal environm.
of Molycorp's tallings disposal pla
the Guadalupe Mountains s now
public Inspectlon,

Molycorp has proposed a prc
around 200 milllon tons of waste
facility to be constructed In a
Guadalupe Mountalns, about three
Questa

Two 300-400 foot-high rock ﬂlih
proposed to conlain a 1.320-acre
area where the waste would be sto

The Environmental Agsessme;
the Albuquerque district office of
be reviewed by the public at the*
Arca Office, Montevideo Plaza bu
Alta Road, 7:45a4.m.-4:30 p.m_, M

Archuleta fii

QUESTA—=The school board L

margin, has declded not to renew !
superiniendent Gllbert ArchuJeLq
school year.

Citing a desire to change the d
gchool district, the board made t;
ter listening to opinions for ap
renewal of Archuleta’s contract,

People In favor of keeping Arc
led a petition with 484 signafures
supporting the auper‘lmend nt.—

Archuleta has been the Questa
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floods
ditch

By S8ammy Lup-e: R =

QUESTA-—A ton of molyb-

- denum tailings spilled Into the e "
south irrigation ditch here early |
Monday morning (April 22).

The spill, on forest service land
two miles south of the ranger
station, filled the local ditch with .
silver-colored water for a mile. ; i o

_It is the second tallings spill In- v
M the south ditch this year.

*Leroy Apodaca, Moly manager )
of administrative services, said a I
coupling slipped on one of the 1
three piplines that transport
tailings from the mill to the s
tallings ponds southwest of .
Questa at about 6:48a.m.

. Moly workers are were on the
stte Tuesday pumplng the
failings from a roadway. They
were to start cleaning the ditch
this week with the help of a local
contracter.

' Apodaca sald clean up would be
finished !n two or three days if the
ground s dry. ;

Lloyd Varela, president of
Questa Cllizens Ditch
Assoclation, 1s not happy. He sald
the cleaning and repalr has not
been up to par.

The association has 450 mem-
bers and provides Irrigation
water for 600 acres. Two main dit-
ches run north ahd south. The
south ditch water is diverted
from the Red River above the
ranger station and flows back In- !
to the river at the bridge on the
main highway south of town.

e ditches do. not have
lrrigation water in (frem now, but

* i associdtibh hopes to have the
. water-turned_on_in_early May. - ——-—
"Run-aff from the snow melt keeps )

& small amount of water In the

diteh, which tarmers use to wgter

Hvestock. e
Vareia would llke lo see the

~ eleanup of the tallings apills Im-
prove. He sald In the past the

lllhl‘lnp. the residue left over -

2 when molybedenum Is removed
Spi’ . site K | i S e from the ore, have been placed on

CAPuL 258

Molgcorp employee Adelmo Herrera from cleaning up after Monday morning spill. The Pluumsl’ll L, Page A- z
yo Seco is pumping molybdenum tailings spill dumped a ton of tallings In the area.

ayor promises road timing — ||

000815
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" LaSerna considers

- land development — |

By Karen Kos

A one-mille strip of sagebrush
between the Francisco Martinez
ditch and Picurls Mountaln may
be the key to future plans of the
[ss Serna Privale land Grant
Assoctiation.

Thal |s, I enough landowners
who want to pool their holdings
can be found. .

The {dea of developing the
corrildor has already been
discussed by the assoclation’s
governing board, along with ad-
joining  landowners Melvin
Welmer and Peter McAtee, sald
atlorney Jim Brandenburg.

tHe sald the grant assoclation
hns made a tentative agreemant
with Welmer to look»Into the
possibliity of Incorperating the
vitrtouy holdings.

The assoclation's governing
board 1s trying to #‘Kv a com-
plete picture of ownerdhip for the
17,000-n¢re grant, most of which
s owned In strips or lineay that
have been passed down from
generation,

landowners are sull being
urged to present thelr deeds to
the board for vertftcatlon of the
exiuct amount of their property,
and, in some cases, to establlsh
the actual ownership.
~ Only one-quarter of the
estimated 176 landowners turned
oul Murch 17 to have their deeds

checked, sald Amadeo Valerio,
board president. He urged grant
residents In Ranchos, Talpa, Los
Cordovas and Llano Quemado to
conlact to call 788-3237, 758-3647,
758-8498, 758-2511 or TB8-0228 for
more Information,

No progress toward board glec-
tions or future plans can be made
until all deeds are checked,
Valeriosald.

But Brandenburg is quick to
point out that long-term develop-
mentis ‘far away."

**They don't even know If they
can put together enough people to
actually have an assoclation that
can speak for enough people to
actually make it worthwhlle,’* he
commented.

As it 1s now, Brandenburg com-
mented, ‘‘most of the land oul
there la not worth very much.”
But if there were enough In-
lerested landowners, the
n.ulocll(,uon could Incorporate and
deslgnate the one-mile area for
communal development, he sald.

“If [ owned a strip out there
that was three feet wide and ran
for four miles, I could never use
it. Uniess I want to butld a three-
foot path all the way to the top of
the Pleurls, ' he explalned.

One year ago this month, the
Cristobal de In Serna grant was
deelared  private by Distriet
Judge Joseph I8, Caldwell,

SPILL

Continued from Page A-1

diteh bankas,

During a strong rain talllngs
are washed back.inlo the ditch.
Also Molycorp sometimes digs
the ditches deeper than required
making It hard to dliveri water In-
to the flelds, Varela sald.

@
Appocada sald he did not know
the usaaclation was unhappy and
is willing to work with them to

correct any problems.

Molycorp 18 replacing
headgates that were installed af-
ter an earller tailings aplll. The
first headgales were made of
sleel plpe and were causing
problems. The steel headgatles
are to be replaced with concrete
gales by May 1.

In 1984 there was Lhree tallings
spills, two into the Red River.

Varelu |s nlso a Questa alxth
and seventh grade sclence
leacher who furma 40 acres.

Morales pleads to auto theft

Charles Anthony Morales In
being held In Taos County jull on
auto theft charges. He is also
charged with (fleelng town
policeman Len Romero.

Morales pleaded not gullty to
bOth “onnrges - - DistH et “Court

Fal

000816

Monday (April 22). The auto waa
allegedly atolen from Mary Cor-
bett Apri] 5.

District Judge Joseph E. Cald-
well set bond at $10,000 cash or
420,000 property. ‘' -

5 YEAR/36,000 MILE

Culvert control

Flooding has been reported in Pllar and minor flooding
reported® Ranchitos, El Prado, Arroyo Seco, El Salto and F
Arroyo Hondo. Above, the waters of the Rio Hondo funnel
Into a culvert that county crews had reinforced Thursday,

April 18. : E

=

HeEPocen

L ]
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John Hanron

Paullne Vargas, Taos Educational Center's
“walking encyclopedia' is 1985 secretary of the
year,

Vargns, who has worked for six directors In
her 12 years ut the center, knows the ins and outs
of student alde, academic requirements and ad-
missions policies.

So says her current boss, Bob Romero who
typed her nomtnation form himself. i

Romero recommended Vargas because of he
dozen years of service to higher educatlon.

She 18 married to Town of Taos street super-
visor Leroy Vargas and haa two sons, Davey and
laroy Jr.

Loretta Joan Tafoya, secretary to Taos High
School's three counselors, won second place;
and Dlane Romero, secretary lo Jose Rodriquez
at the Taos Assoclation for Retarded Citizens
won third.

‘All win a host of prizes donated by Taos mer-
chants,

Pauline Vargas top se

her bosses wrote, but
school, Ask her abou
spirits of any of THS
probably tell you. .
They commend he
lunch hour and tre:
diplomatically.
And she has ou!
system. |
She was nomlinatec |
Isabel Gonzales and ./
Romero goes beyo
retarded cltizens® pr
clients from Penasc
can't,
She Is married to }
three-year-old daugh |
Her boss writes she|
for 10 staff members |
i1 board members.
And, he adds, '‘at !
manages tosmile.”

Tafoya ls not just the counselors' secretary,
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in Plaza flower beds Suturday (April 27). ‘The Women's
2b- Divislon of the Chamber of Commerce l4 footlng the blll for
m- many of the materinls for beautification of the Pluzu thls
up spring.

-

Judge moves trial

to Colfax County

Velo  Vinlpando nf Questa,  truck colllded Dee.

18 with one

By Billle Bluir~
QUESTA—Some 1.7 tons of

Moly spills

into river

Moly tailings line patrol spotted
the spill at 10:35 a.m., Lockie

molybdenum tailings spilled inlo qfsmd and the tailings were diver-

the Red River April 24, the second
nplu within the week.
“A splll April 22 dumbed cme ton

cl( lal!lngn intoan irrigation ditch,”

But state officials and
Molycorp officlals are optimistic
that new pipelines will put an end
to future spllls.

John Gould, scienUst with the
stule KEnvironmental Im.
provement Diviston, sald the new
H4-inch, rubber-lined plpes may
solve the sptl problem.

S0 did Moly environmentaltst
Lee Lockie, who pointed out that
In the four spilis within the last
year, none have been from the
new plpelines.

Under a consent decree signed
In August, 1881, Maly has untl
Oct. | o replace all 1ty old 12-inch
Hnes from the mill to the Quenta
Hanger Station.

The latest splll was from an old
line near Cottonwood Cam-
pground.

ted within 20 minutes from the fir-
st leak. |

The Red Rlver Fish Halchery
was notified by radlo, Gould sald.
The hatchery 1s closed {for
renovation. It is not known
whether any flsh were in the pon.
ds, which {eed off the Red River. ,

Locke sald Moly may finish In-
stalling the new pipelines before
Oct. 1. She sald, In response (o Lhe
spills, the mine s rotating pipes
mure frequenty and bullding up
earth berms between the plpes
and the river.

Both Moly and the EID sam-
pled the river the day of the splll
to see U the tallingd, which con-
aln residue from molybdenum
mining, polluted the river.
'Results were expected by F‘rlday
lMuy 3.

Locke sald the company s
walling for the ground. to dry
before finlshing clean-up on the
April 22 irrigation ditch spill.

Inside

charged with vehlcular homielde  driven by  Gralnger In Taos
In the doath of Tuos businessman  Cunyon.
Richard Gralnger, will sland Defense  altorneys  wlso  In. ARt B2
trinl in Raton. troduced the The Taos News' Buuinlu'l.l. B L et b .A-IO
District Judge l.eon Karelllz  year-end review In which Tuaos Py e R e C4
Monday (April 28) granted his- npewspeople raled DWI nmong the ElC “alo A .A-D
defense attorney's motion o top 10 storles of the year, . p-uv;:pu::#ué (o ir;l.n‘r;; - A4
move the trial out of Tuos The judge declined to allow Horuﬂcl:.) = P ‘ IC-I.?
- because of newspaper publlelty subrmisston of an affidavit from a Laswarh norzlc;-.n """""" Aeii
They had sought to move the  Tnoseno stuting that he bhelleved Lz-:'teru P S B o
trinl W Hio Arriba County, but  Vialpando could not get a falr ()b“um:".,; ......... Am
Kuarelitz moved 11 instend 1o iriadin Taos. ST o 175
Colfax County, which In also In The unly ur{hluvll allowed wny Ih'ull l';li.u.l‘l" """"""" AI.S
he Fillghth Judicinl District and . one from Sammy Lopez, business B s o eoneiore i ll\-l(}
where hils  principal  hench Il munager of The Taox News, who uoulnmnillrln;\;v'll """""" b oy
loca ted, verifled  that  the pewspaper | 0 0 0 Trrrrrrrne
5 e Sports ... e A-8
The trial 1s sel for July b. renched 96 percent  of  the Talevialon C-10
Karelllz suld the entlre deciston  households In the Tuos County. W;mturll """" eitsia 4 B A2
hingded oo rea trinl eigbibioie., oy L1 PYPINL LN 1 P v RN .
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QUESTA—The Concerned
Citizens of Questa showed stale
environmentallsts last week
what they consider evidence

Matthew Lit

uesta citizens tour sites —

Molycorp offlclals sald they
were nol  Indormed of the
meeling, nor was anyone {rom

Newtrails

 for experts -

‘RED RIVER—Expert sklers-—cover 75 percent of the ‘area.

will be able to schuss down 13°

new acres of expert trails at the
Red River Ski Area when the
snow flies. s

Improvements are’also being
made on existing runs,

New tralls being cut this sum.
mer, at a cost of $25,000, will In-
crease expert sking from 15 to 26
percent of the moauntaln, sald
Drew Judyckl, a co-owner.
Smaller branches will connect
two new tralls belng cleared
wilh exsisting runs, he sid.

One of the new trails for this
year will service a chairlift,
planned for nexl year's im-
provements. Other new runs (or
1987 are on the drawing board

Work on the current project
started toward the end of June,
and Judycki expects trall work

to be {inished by Thanksgiving.
opening:

Day, the scheduled

date.

With a snowmuaker that can

they understand what the mine
means to the Questa sconomy,
but they want to see Molycorp

Judyckl said he’ pretty much
guarantees the Thullngglnu
opening date. ¢ :

Other work thiy summer s
keeping crews busy handling lift
and trail maintenance and
overall sprucing up.

Seedlng and revegetation s
belng done on B0 ncres of Lhe
area. Revegetation work always
accompantes any trail work that
Is done, Judycki sald.

Judyck! Is impressed with the
fauna that summer brings to the
mountain. Revegetatlon helps
engure I8 return each summer.

The stand of grass here |3
“phenomenal.”” he said while
touring the area Friday (Aug.
2).

Judycki Is &lso concemned
with the return of skiers to his
slopes this coming season. To
ensure that sklers flock back,
Judyckl suld the dutly rate will
be ralsed only $1.

the July 31 meeting.

THE TOUR.Included z view of

T3 the company Invited take n stronger interest in the the pipellnes, acequins and the 1
0 that Molycorp isn't living up to The EID called Molycorp af- health and welfare of Questa  high achool. : - |
e, Ita claims of protectng the en-  ter the meeting to inform the citizens. Molybdenum  tallings  were
vironment, company Lthe agency hnd at- “We're not against the mine,"  found lying along river banks, |
A four-hour meetling. (ended the meeting. “That's all  sald George Welss, a memberof  sald Kathleen Slaneros, bureay
‘s preceeding a tour, gave citizens,  we know," sald LeRoy Apodaca, the group. “'We're untl-pollution  chief of the ‘surface watér
Yy villuge councllmen and school manager of ndministrntlve ser- and Molycorp in u polluter.'’ bureau. .

8 s o R ® e s S e
: | Mlom, sister wait to hear fate of kin
y . o - -
- —Hy Matthew Lit
i QUESTA - Becky and Mercy
Mascarenas atlll hold hope for relatives
missing since Dec. 2 somewhere In
y Guadalnjara, Mexico.

board members a chance Lo on-
ce agaln alr thelr.concerns and
ask questions of Environmental
Improvement Division offlcials.

Since the abduction of Henjamin and
Patricla Mascarenas of Ely, Nev.,
and mother

all sister Becky
Mascarenas have been able o do.

vices,

Members of the eltizens group
made 1t clear that they're not
for closing the mine. They say

that's
Mercy

Molycorp spends .less than
one-half of one percent on
keeping the environment clean,
states Lthe two-page ugenda for

Please see DUST, Page B-2

Walillng, hoping to hear somu new scrap
_:|—otinformation to-find-comfort I, 4iid then
walting some more.

The Mascarenas and another couple
Were abdueted one Sunday morning from a
! Quadalajara Mfreet by a group of men.
L They have not bean heard {rom since, nor
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Protecnve

Wm‘kers trom J-H Supply, in Albuquelquc have been
busy installing 37,400 feet, or roughly seven miles, of
guardrall on the sldes of US 84 between Taos and the
Moreno Valley. The installation of guardralls through

DUST—

Continued from Page B-1

“The material was deposited
right on the bank. I'm con-
carnad that the material will
find its way back Into the
acequia,’ sald Sisneros.

-.Concerned citizens fear that
dust from a nearby tallings
pond, known as Turquolse Lake,
could be affecting students’
health. On windy days dust
causen extremely low visiblilty
at the school and Francls Quin-
tana, director of Instruction for
Questa; wanta to know what ef-
fect, {f any, the dust hna on
ltudems

- Matthiow wit

.

'y oy .

the canyon 13 hoped to make travel between Taos and

through the canyon have been designated the sixth and
seventh most dangerous stretches of rural hlghwa.y_

Members canski for free ~ -

ANGEL FIRE - You can ski
one day free on a new Ski New
Mexlco Pass proposed by a skl
promotlion group.

New Mexico North and Skl
New Mexlico, skl promoUon
groups, announced Tuesday
(Aug. 8) that In the future they
will work together on touriam
efforts—and unvelled
New Mexico Pasa.

Drew  Judyckl, president of
Skl New Mexlco, officinlly an-
nounced the birth of the 3kl New
Mexlco Pass, sald Don
Borgeson, of the Now Mexlco
North group.

It will be avallable to mem-

the Ski~

Mexlco North ls interested ln
more - lobbying, possibly with

bers nnd will entitle them to one
free skl day at each of the 10 ski

areas throughout New Mexlcu
% throughout the state, Borgeson
The Idea I8 to uncournge sald.
membershlp in 8kl New Mexico, — ——— ——
sald Judyckl. In turn, membersg Inother buslneas lhe group
will be encouraged to travel to = Dliscussed new procedures
other ski areas and try them to get state matching funds for

the valley a safer prospect. Two 10-mile stretches .

other-—tourlam-—-agenocies--

Mon -Fri.,
12:30- 4:3C
Sat.,8anm

out, he added.- - ~——eew——~—gpdvertiaing;

Thppnnalbilltyofh‘ew Mexico —Began ' preparing for ad
North and Ski New Mexico
Joining together for cooperative
advertising and lobbylng the

Legislature was nlso discussed.

has tentatlvely been allocated
$460,000 for this flacal year;

-8cheduled meetings for
Sept. 20 at the Plaza at Angel
Fire. New Mexico North will
meet at 10 a.m. and Ski New
Mexlco will meet at noon. S

liecause of cuts made In the
Touriasm and Economlc
Development budget during the
Legislature's last sesslon, New

- Dan Salter, D.D.S.

is pleased to announce that
Tom Simms, D.D.S.

has assumed his practice of
__General Dentistry
at 650 N. Pueblo Rd.
Taos, New Mexico
- 758-8801

Moreno Valley Recreation
Association '

First Annual Softball Tournament

- programs. The northern region -

e August 23;-24-& 25—

+ In Angel. Fire at Ange! Fire
Softball Flelds

B e e

o "C"'DIvision & Recreation Only — -~ ==
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mine tailings- shot 50 feet in -
" the air- Thursday- (Jan. 11)-
when & worker punchzred a’
Molyeorp tailings pipe in the
Red River Canyon a few miles
- below the Molycorp mirie.

Leroy Apodaca, director of

administrative “services for

: --Mo}yeorrmd a worker was’

a loader to m ___,ove olu__
slurry pipe away from an ac-
cess road- when the loader's

" bucket aceidentally pierced the

working pipe under a gravel
iveway.

- Apodaca said the water and
" 'tailings shot out of the approxi-
mately two-inch-by-four-inch
hole I};r ebout two hours. The
flow to the pipe was turned off

- . at the mine when'the accident

was reported, but the pipe then
“must drain beyond the hole
before the flow stops. .

ghot out of the pipe were
caught in a small pond. The
pond was one of several built
along the pipeline specifically
to catch leaks. However, some
of the mixture bypassed the
pond and contaminated a
‘nearby acequia. The mixture
flowed downstream about a
=— quarter of a mile where it was
stopped By a smal earthen
dam. The loader that pierced

- the pipe wag alsa used to build
2. thedam.

Richard © Perking; water
résource specialist with the
‘state- Bnvironmental Improve-
ment Diyision, said that Moly-

AS L1 W
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‘Glycorp 'tillllngslill'lie _plerce

di m canyon -

torp 1s responsnble for cleanup
of the spilled tailings.

Apodaca said that the tail-
ings were not toxic. He said
when tailings were acciden-

“tally released trout in the Red

River could be suffocated by
the silt.

~are not found in

This pond caught most of the spllled tallings slurry.

He said that although there
were heavy metals and toxic
substances in the tailings, they
sufficient
quantities tg be dangerous.

Roberto Vigil, a member of
Concerned Citizens of Questa

3 L ]

and Cerro, was
about the effort of Molycorp in
cleaning up the spiil.

“I think Molycorp has a min- -

imalist attitude. They only do
as little as possible to get by,”
Vigil said.

concerned .

a Dale Fulkerson

Apodaca said the cleanup -

has already started on the
road. ®

Cleanup on the acequia will
start as soon as a contractor is

hired and the ground dries
_enough to allow equipment in. ~

I -
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oved the trial to Taos. It is scheduled to be-
strict court here. .
one of the reasons the trial was moved was
f calling a jury panel large enough from
jury. A survey done for the defense showed
le surveyed in Colfax and Union counties,
" the Braun case, and only eight replied
suld get a fair trial in Raton.
tession to the shooting of Valdez at his
aring will be allowed as evidence.
1 hearing, deputy sheriff Charles Duran of
ied that he had had a discussion with
king him back to the Colfax County jail the
oting.
‘raun told him Valdez had been ordered on
once in the back of the head and then shot
iled over.
ied that at various times during the drive
1, “I leave no witnesses” and “I might as
shot the lady” and “You know I can deny
it told you.” :
llow motions by the defense requesting a
luation for Braun, a motion to allow Braun
was deemed necessary and a motion allow-
wear street clothes and not be shackled

r laboratory

ib- should be concerned that the new
laboratery will bring more radioactive
‘it- pollution to the region’s air and more
nd trucks loaded with radioactive

he materials to the area’s highways,
Part of the local disappointment
te- may stem from what at first was
" perceived as a positive overture from
. Tom Rush of the laboratory’s project
on office. Rush asked the Concerned Citi-
ar zens to help him set up a public forum,
ond members say Rush agreed to hold

is a panel discussion May 12.

he After locals reserved space for the
w meeting and  began  publicity,
Loughend ctalled Morrison to say the
u- panel discussion was canceled and a
.d, May 9 public meeting had boen sched-
of uled instead. At that time, Morrison
said Loughead told him the DOE had
er “decided that it is not in our interest to

" od participate in a debate format.”

ur “We want to know what the DOE is
ve afraid of” said Flo Walker of the
he Concerned Citizens. “All we want is Lo

set up an open forum where people can
Li- hear both sides of the issue and decide
18 for themselves what they think."

the rural road

i1 part with “in-kind" services, such na
hiring bus drivers and using counly
personnel as staff,

Each van will make four round trips
1 doily to Questa and Penasco. The first
route, from Tnos to the Moly mine, be-
grins at 5:45 a.m., goes to the mine,
roturns to the Questa Parish Hall and
« from there back to Taos arriving at the
i~ county courthouse at about 7:40 a.m.
9 For schedules or to request a pick-
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Old tailings

Joe Vigll and Leroy Rael Investigate acequia fllled with tallings sturry.

line spills

2,000 gallons on fields

Friday the thirteenth was not a
lucky day for Molycorp,

Good Friday, April 13, just as a
press relense lauding Unocal's cen-

tury-old  “commitment to  the
environment”  was  leaving  the
corpornlion’s Los Angeles
headquarters, an old tnilings pipe

broke near downtown Questa dumping
about 2,000 gallons of molybdenum
tailings, filling a nearby irrigation
ditch and fouling four or five acres of
farmland. The Molycorp molybdenum
mine in the Red River Canyon is a Un-
ocal subsidinry, .

"Molycorp spokesman Leroy Apodaca
snid it wns about 40 minutes from the
time the break occurred until the flow
could be stopped.

Leroy Rael, whose ncoquin was
clogged by the spill, snid “people are
pretty upset.” ;

Racl snid the tailings coaled and
penetrated the boltom of the neequin,
and he claimed that his fields will not
be irrigable this year because of the ne-
cident.

Questa environmentalist Joe Vigil
ngreed, “Their spill prevention is mot
working, Th‘in will never be the same
YT SN § HPH l_urn = =

3

Apodaca disagreed, saying crews
were at work cleaning the acequias
with backhoes and shovels and that
ficlds will be restored “to the satisfac-
tion of the owners.” * 3

Groundwater is not- threatened,
Apodaca said, and the state’s Environ-
mental Improvement Division has
been notified. '

Rael has not allowed Molycorp
personnel on his property to work or
survey the damage, Apodaca said.

The pipe that broke had simply
worn out, Apodaca said. The mine has
‘been working to replace aging pipes
sinco it reopened last May ‘after being
dormant for threc years. Apodaca said
cach section of aging pipe is being
removed to .check its condition, but
that many old sections remain. to be
checked, . ¢ : ma !

Apodacn snid it is difficult to know
which sections will wear out because
turbulence in the pipes coausos
premature wear in unpredictable place
es. ]

When the pipe burst, tailings began
flowing into the neorby acequia, Rael
snid. From

oe

s Bt

u

there, it flowed over the
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Dale Fulkerson

g the dusty trail

-1lley’s new covered wagon rolled down Bobcat Pass into
wr Saturday morning (April 28). Bailey bought the wagon
mules from Hendrix Springfield of Springlown, Texas,

| Worth, with the stipulation that Springticld deliver the
nd mules 1o Red River. Springfield decided to drive the °
_ringfleld and his brother, Curlls, left Springlown April 7.
e as far as Amarlllo where Frad Whitbeck took his place
st of the trip. In all If took 21 days for Springfield and his
)ns lo make the 612-mile journey to Red River. Al lolt,

: 1! pdn a carrol 1 Kate the mule.

[ T T T E P
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mained in Kyea's coat
:n-at his home.
heco’s ostimation, an
legedly lied to investi-
| two people. .
sjpaper ho reported a

L . o
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Injured workers

strain county assets

By Dick Behnke
Staff Writer

Taos County faces a finan-.
cial crisis that could cause a
massive layoff of county em-
ployeee or a “tremendous
reduction of services,” said
Julia Valerio, acting county
manager.

Taos County owes the New
Mexico Association of Counties
$467,000 in worker's compen-
sation insurance payments
that must be paid by May 25.
To pay that amount before the
new fiscal year would throw
the money-tight county into an
almost unmanageable position,
said Carmen Medina, county
finance manager.

Taos County is not alone in
the problem of worker’s com-
pensation, said Larry Lethgo of
the New Mexico Association of

Counties, the group that.
oversees the statewide
insurance pool. Thirteen of

New Mexico's counties have
deficits in the insurance pool,
but Taos County’s is larger
than any except giant Berna-
lillo County’s. :

Gov. Garrey Carruthers is
considering calling a special
session of the Legislature on
the problem of worker’s com-

pensation.

Figured on the number of
employees, Taos County’s
problem is the largest in the
state, Lethgo said. Bernalillo
County has hundreds more
employees than Taos. From
July 1987 to July 1989, Taos
County’s worker's compensa-
tion claims exceeded its pay-
ments into the insurance fund

Please see BILL, Page A-2

Third moly spill
shuts down mill

By Bryan Welch
Staffl Writer

QUESTA — The Molycorp™

molybdenum mine will shut
down its mill, officials said
Tuesday (May 1), until 3,700
feet of pipe can be replaced in

the an lings ol
lpnes chﬁa " Ay ‘QTTY.
(April 30) for the thlrd t.lme
this year.

Mine officials also admitted
that contractors have twice

dumped spilled tailings in in-
uppropriate locations this year,
once on a state highway

dcpnrtmont. right of way and

p
"eoh acthr hived:

once on land adjacent to
Cabresto Creek. )
A private’ landowner

apparently believed, the right
of way was his land, accordin
to Molycorp environmenta
coordinator Scott .Vail, and
asked to use the tailings as fill
mat.ennt The Cabresbo Cue‘k
“belonged *: fo* -4
clean up
spill. In both cases; Vail sai
Molycorp was unaware of the
dumping until after the fact. —
“We won't let that hnppen
again,” Vail said.

Please see SPILL, Page A-z
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. . Continuad from Page A-1 -

by $352,000. The association wants
the county to pay $314,000 of that
amount, plus the $152,000 contribu-
tion to stay in the pool next year.

Representatives of the county have
already met with members of the asso-
ciation’s board of directors to try and
work out a payment plan. They will
get an answer May 24 on whether or
not the county must pay the $467,000
all at once or can make payments,
Valerio said.

In 1987 Taos joined with other coun-

ties in the state to provide a worker's
compensation pool in order to reduce
high costs of obtaining insurance from
a private company. In 1987, Taos’
contribution to'the pool was $61,000.
In 1988, the contribution went to
$72,000. By 1989, Taos contribution
was up to $94,000.
" Taos’ number of claims per em-
ployee was the highest in the state,
Medina said, and claims raise the
amount the county must contribute.

Presently, 11 of the 105 full-time
employees are receiving worker’s com-
pensation. That is slightly over 10

T ——— e
- percent of all county employees receiv-
»ing worker’s compensation. - 4

All 11 empl _work—in_three___“There_is_also_the idea e
Gat it T ad B people back and have them do hight ™ |-

county departments, the road
department, the emergency services
department and the sherifPs office. All
departments must contribute from
their individual budgets toward the
worker’s compensation.

The road department has seven
receiving compensation, ‘the ambu-
lance has three and the sheriff's office
one,

Of the seven road department em-
ployees receiving compensation three
are actually back at work, but are still
receiving medical benefits. The other
four are out of work and being paid
medical benefits and salary.

Of the 11 cases, nine are for back
injuries, one for knee injuries'and one
for injuries received in a gas line explo-
s10n.

“Our proposal is to ‘pay them
$125,000 now and the balance in the
new fiscal year (which begins July 1),”
Medina said. .

Medina also said the board wanted
to know what the county intends to do
about reducing claims.

[y

T

Fng e o e
._One suggestion was fo hire a safety
officer, Valerio said, - <.

of bringing .

I
i Fa s

work,” Valerio said. “The sheriff's dep-
uty, for example, could be a dispatcher
or the guys in the road department
could answer the phone or do filing.” -

The county is also looking at mak-
ing job applicants sign a pre-employ-
ment medical form.

In all cases, people were hired b
the departments to replace those
receiving worker's compensation. Jobs

needed doing, department heads said,

and “we weren't aware we were going
to be assessed like that,” Medina said.

Should the association’s board reject
the county’s plan, Valerio and Medina
are already looking at a way of paying
the association by taking a flat 10
percent off the top of all county
department budgets, 12 percent from
the sheriff, road department and am-
bulance. - -

“We have a $400,000 budget,” said
Sheriff Felipe Cordova. “That’s a
reduction of $42,000. That's two depu- *
ties' salaries,

SPILL

Continued from Page A-1

Pipes have failed three times this
year in the Red River Canyon and
downtown Questa, flooding acequias
and pastures with molybdenum tail-
ings.

The last pipe failure affected about
four acres of farmland in Questa’s
Embargo Road area, near downtown,
at 11:45 Monday night. Vail said the
pipes are wearing out due to abrasion,

Tailings are pulverized rock from
the company’s underground mine that
are mixed with water to form a slurry
that can be piped to dispesal ponds
west of Questa.

Vail said operators at the mill no-
ticed the pressure in the line drop and

shut down the line within 15 minutes

ovem-

three-
or the
« said,
. been

oflice
mmillo
), 753,
mves-
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Managers promise-to keep mine epén

QUESTA — Molycorp officinls vowed April 24 that they

will not shut down the molybdenum mine. -
1989 is operuting at
less than 50 percent capacity and a $1 million annual defi-
director

The mine, which reopened in Ma

St gtill, spid. Tarox Appdge

services, '&Nc are 'hi’cw‘{?\uaﬁumtion;

for a shutdown." % Ciney
*Apodaca confirmed three ‘potentiul

[Buropeans, looked at Molycorp during its three-year shut-
down, but said Unocal, the parent company, is not actively

secking buyers now.

The mine’s 230 employces each received a $1,078 bonus
and safety and low
be $8.5 million, as

in February for increased productivit
nbaenteeism, This yoar's payroll wilr
compared to a $30 million payroll'when

after the break occurred.

Tailings slurry covered property be-
longing to Filemon Rael, Raul Mon-
toya and Frank Montoya, according to
Joe Vigil of the Concerned Citizens of
Questa, a watchdog group critical of
mine operations, R

An April 13 line failure also covered
Racl's property and filled a nearby
acequia. Rael is a Molycorp employce.
In January, a spill in the Red River
Canyon filled 100 yards of an acequia
before it was stopped in a retention
pond.

Stuart Castle, chiel of the state
Environmental Improvement Divi-
sion’s groundwater bureau, said the
state is concerned that a spill could
pollute the Red River or that tailings

might percolate down through the soil
into the groundwater. Mine tailings
could raise either the mineral content
or the total dissolved solids in ground-
water, Castle said, either of which
would make the water undrinkable. ~

He said he could not say for sure
how long pasture land covered with
tailings would take to recover to full
productivity, but that “it will probably
be several years.”

Vail said Molycorp contractors are
cleaning the contaminated land,with
backhoes and road graders, trying to
l1;?'move as little of the topsoil as possi-

e

He said the mill will probably be
shut down for about a week. :

Vigil said the tailings spills are
“devastating” to farmland. t

1986. Miners went back to work with salaries 28 percent’
below pre-shutdown lavels. : :

Molybdenum, an agent used to harden steel, is selling
for $3.25 a pound now. A price of $3.60 a pound.would al-

(e S Sl i e Rrghen, wapklore

{)u ers, including »

fect of a

the mine closed in

.....

Vijusiwanns )
.

Moly officials almd efivirohmentalisty distlisséd ways of
reclaiming 300 acres of tailings ponds west of Questn
during o public-relations tour, and ways to lessen the ef-

roposed new tailings disposal site in the saddle
of Guudn‘)upe Mountain, just west of the current ponds.

Town manager Gus Cordovn offered to give Molycorp
freo sludge from the town's sewange treatment plant to
help create topsoil on top of the tailings dumps.

000823
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early y Heynolds had the fores'ighgand courage to
declare _.¢ Rio Grande a basin and to hold all water
users to the same, strict standards. In the development-
oriented 1950s, strict water laws were a gutsy proposal.

Once the acequias banded together to lobby Gov.
Toney Anaya to remove Reynolds from perhaps the
state’s more powerful office. They. were, thankfully, un-
successful. -

While other appointed officials changed their views
with New Mexico’s political tides, Reynolds served under
10 chief executives and stuck to his guns, This was be-
cause he was eminently knowledable of water law and
unchallengably honest. Taosefios close to water negotia-
tions say he imbued his staff with that same sense of fair
play and professionalism. s

He had ‘that rare ability to separate issues from

personalities, and this earned him the respect of many of
his Taos opponents. More importantly, he had the capac-
ity to keep politics out of water appropriations. He once
told a friend, “If you like the way the state has allocated

liquor licenses, you would love water allocation if politics

got involved.”

This week Taosefios are remembering not the state
engineer who shut off the water to the Milagro beanfield.
The man we remember today is the one who helped the
Town of Taos acquire 400 acre-feet of water from the San
Juan-Chama Diversion Project and who was working
|} with Taos County in its quest for 1,000 acre-feet more.

He knew that without large amounts of water held in
storage in Taos County, the acequia systems would dry
up of their own accord as agricultural rights are sold to
developers. He knew that farmers cannot always resist
when developers offer them high prices for water rights
and for their irrigated land.

Perhaps Reynolds’ way was the best way to tend the
beanfield after all.

Have a drink

Molycorp environmentalist Scott Vail set a standard
for the public-relations officials of Northern New Mexico
 last week when he volunteered, for the benefit of TV
news cameras, to eat some tailings slurry that had es-
caped a broken pipe and inundated nearhby acequias and
fields.

He was demonstrating, he said, how relatively
harmless the slurry was.

Whether you are convinced by.the demonstration, it'is
impressive.
" Perhaps someone from the Department of Energy
could give a similar demonstration with a plutonium
highball and help us rest more easily with the radioac-

tive edifice of Ina Alamna ricine ahnve anr leral land
000824
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Dig and dump

Editor: ;
Regarding Molycorp’s commitment to a

clean environment — what a joke. An-.

other spill from their rotten pipes has
occurred. Although this clown named
Vail says it was a small spill, it is the
largest and the most devastating to date.

Yes, Roy Rael is upset. You see, the
water source for his livestock was con-
taminated. After Leroy Apodaca commit-
ted Molycorp’s water tank to haul fresh
water for Roy’s cattle then finding out it

was the same tank being used in the-

spiil’s cleanup efforts, I say that’s poor
public relations to say the least.

Now Molycorp seems to have lost
directions to the tailing ponds. They are
spreading the contaminated material

from their cleanup all over town. I'm~

surprised they didn’t haul it off to the
Cerro dump. I find it hard to believe that
we can be fined $100 or more for littering
the side of a State Highway, yet Molycorp
can dump tons of waste all over the place
and nothing is said.

Molycorp is like a cat — dig'a hole,
dump their crap, cover it a little and hope
nobody smells it. It is a dirty shame they
even eat their own waste like Scott Vail
did in front of the TV camera. I hope he
dgot a bad case of diarrhea like Roy’s cows

id.

Recently, in California, Unocal, Moly-
corp’s parent company, lost a $5.5 million
lawsuit for polluting. Yet in Questa while
they celebrate Earth Day on one side of
town, on the other side they are trying
hard, even at night, to hide their waste. [
do believe another $5.5 million or more
for this area is more than appropriate. -

JOE VIGIL :

Cerro |

Right prices

Editot: ’ ' .

In last week's The Taos News there
was an advertisement placed by U.S. Ca-
nine Training Specialists, Inc., stating
that it cost “$25 to $50” to adopt a pet at
the animal shelter, -~ . .

Actually ‘the charge is $20 to $40°de-
pending on whether it is a cat or a dog
and the sex of the animal. The add also
says to ask the shelter staff if a discount
arrangement has been made with local
veterinarians for spaying or neutering
the pet. This is not necessary, as the
charge for adoption includes neutering
and spaying fees, and this arrangement
is honored by.all the local veterianarians.

It will be appreciated if you will pub-
lish a correctign.

EDWIN BEWLEY

Taos Animal Shelter, Inc.
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Save a

Editor:
Make every day E
quart or two of wate
flush your toilet by pla
down into the cabinet
flushing unit — not
other kind.. A quart p
will do just fine in mos
will anything that ¢
water and does not diss(
Think of the hundre¢
gallons of water that
every household in Ta
brick in the toilet, or
lons that would be sa
procedure were follow
hold in the United State
as those cabinets are
water-saving in mind.
R.P. DICKEY
Taos

The alchemy of horsehide anc

In ancient seasons, en-
sconced in shadowy dugouts,
we as a species undoubtedly
zpent long afternoons picking
insects from one anothers

mind that

League diamonds,
most
harbor deep atavisms when it
comes to baseball bats. Umps

keep in

My playe
know that lz
best. They &
When the

umpires

backsides. The most in-
dustrious of our forbearers

‘were, however, mare tuned to

hits than nits, Some mothers
and fathers even then pa-
tiently instructed their off-
spring in the art of selecting
and honing a balanced club so
that the kid might one day hit

Richard
del Castllio

we want and need, that is to
say, the game of baseball itself.
So don't pity the palookas and
chumettes who fail to get rich

are throwbacks from the word
go. They do not like aluminum.

The sound emitted from a

metal bat tells no story. The
ball could be anywhere, and it
usually is.

Who doubts that in the
umpire's reveries between, and
sometimes during, pitches, the

wear, they ¢
shoe polish &
" Maybe a
should be inj
lecture. The*
get them wor
sweet spot it
four inches d
of the barrel.
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Molycorp tailings

rupture line again

By Patrick Henry
Statf Writer

The sixth tailings spill in
seven months dumped about
1,500 gallons of molybdenum
tailings into a holding pit at
the Molycorp molybdenum
mine in the Red River Canyon
Friday morning (May 25).

Like the five other spills
that have occurred since the
mine's mill began pumping
slurry to tailings ponds west of
Questa in October, Friday’s
spill was the result of n burst
pipe.

“No watercourses were af-
fected by the spill,” said mine
manager David Shoemaker.

The spill, which lasted
about 20 minutes, was caused
by a rupture in a worn section
of pipe which had been sched-
uled for testing but had not
beon reached since mainte-
nance crews were busy focus-
ing on pipelines which were
closer to river arens and
private propertics.

“Clean up will consist of
removing tailings from the
roads and from local patches of
uncultivated grassland - af-
fected by the spray,” Shoe-
maker said.

Two recent, spills in April
forced Molycorp to shut down
an entire length of pipe until
worn' sections were replaced
with the new pipe. Molycorp of-
ficials belicved they had
removed all the weakened sec-
tions, and they were in the
process of checking each sec-
tion in the 27 miles of pipeline
when last  week's  spill
occurred.

Molycorp is in the process of
switching their entire pipeline
system to rubber-lined pipe, a
project estimated to cost $3
million, according to mine
spokesman  Leroy  Apodaca.
The plan has been te spread
the cost over a long period of
time while paying special at-
Lention to those sections of pipe
Lthat are most likely to burst,
Apodaca snid,

Five fatalities 1

By Dale Fulkerson
Staff Writer

At least 12 people died on
New Mexico roads over the
long Memorial Day weekend,
five of them in Taos County.

Scott Greever, ' 16, of
Amarillo, Texas died Saturday
morning (May 26) when the
all-terrain-vehicle he was rid-
ing reportedly struck a water
diversion on Forest Service
Road 70 near Angel Fire. The
vehicle overturned and
crushed Greever. The police
report says he died en route to
Holy Cross Hospital.

Robert Sandoval, 39, of Es-
paiiola, died early ‘Sunday
morning (May 27) when his
motorcycle apparently left the
rond and went into the river
just west of Red River. Evi-
dence suggests that Sandoval
did not die instantly as his
motorcycle was sitting upright
in the river on its kickstand.
Sandoval’s body was found at 8
n.m, about 25 yards
downstream,

The cause of. Sandoval’s

death is still under inv
tion.

Leonard D. Ledoux, 2
Pamela D. Bowman, 37
of Cimarron, died £
afternoon sometime bets
and 5 p.m. when the
Honda motorcycle they
riding went over an en
ment east of Red River.

The police report sa
motorcycle was apparen
ing too fast to make a cu
State Road 578. They ¢
the dirt shoulder then p!
down the embankment.
were pronounced dead .
scene.

Manuel Cisneros, 28,
ta, apparently died
injuries he received wh
car left the road ab«
quarter-mile south of Pi
State Road 68 at about 1
Authorities said that Cis
car apparently rolled
several times before com
rest upside down on the
of the Rio Grande. Ci
was pinned under the c:

Cisneros died early M
morning (May 28). .

Trees look lovely and make vital oxyge

By Luclile Quintana
Third in a serios

“I think that I shall never sce
A poem lovely as a tree.”

So says the poet and in several more
sexy similes — sometimes spiritual — he

pours out his love, concluding:

“"Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree”

Q‘I‘ierra Madre

Be that as it may, you and I enn help do
the Lord’s work by planting the acorns or
moving an ill-placed cottonwood [rom
where it has sprung from a Lap rool to
where il will shadowur home,

Kipling was well ahead of his time,
Trees are now top news. Reforestation iy n
growing concern.  According Lo World
Watch Muagazine, “one Inrge and shndy
Lree can save o homemaker up to $73 a
year in air-conditioning bills — nnd 100

million trees could knock a hefly $4 bjllion.

off the nation’s energy bills.” Tell your
air-conditioned friends.
Trees are really important sources of

oxypen for the planet's utmosphere as our
increasing use of gasoline and other forms
of energy is deerensing the oxygen conlent
of the atmogphere and replacing that life-
priving s with carbon dioxide.

Slrangely enough, one way we can help
suve the forests that are being slashed
down is Lo eat less meat! =

Thousands of acres of Lrees nre being

cul — and oflen burned right on the spol

— Lo provide South American land to raise
beef or Lo raise grain to feed animals,

The uxpurg‘g,ggmu.s a steer consumes 16
pounds of graid or woyboans to gnin just
one pound of woight. How much better off
we would be if we simply ato the grains

and sceds. Not only are they
nutrilious, but they don't contain th.
mal fal that causes heart disease.

+ “Stop the killing” is the rallying «

- Malcolm Brown, well-known Tgos o

builder and environmental activic
long-time vegetarian — and an exce;
ally healthy man — Brown believe
can all make a significant contribut;
the health of the planet — and our
— by reducing moat consumption.

Consider cultivating a tree or twq
nxiom of todny’s environmental move
is, “The best tree you'll ever plant i
one you plant today!”
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By Bryan Welch _
Staff Writer >

Molycorp pipelines carrying liquefied mine
tailings through Questa burst for the seventh
time in the past year Nov. 19, filling nearly half a
mile of a nearby irrigation ditch with mud.

Mine manager Dave Shoemaker attributed the
break to a mistake made by crews replacing the
tailings lines. He said crews must have replaced
the wrong section of pipe during recent improve-

— ments to the line, allowing a weak line to remain
~in use and eventually to fail.

Joe Vigil, a resident of nearby Cerro who has
been a watchdog for mine affairs, said he expects
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
to live up to a commitment to fine the mine for
the repeated spills.

-Officials of the state’s Environmental Improve-
ment Division, which oversees the mine for the
EPA, did not return phone calls fram this news-
paper.

Since the mine reopened last fall, Shoemaker
said 375 sections of pipe have been replaced, in-

[olycorp spills _a'gai-ﬁ :

cluding about 30 percent of the line through
town, at a cost of $750,000. In addition, crews
from the mine have measured every section of the
pipeline from the mine in Red River Canyon to
tailings disposal ponds west of Questa, a projcet
that consumed more than 2,000 man hours.

Eventually, the entire line will be replaced
wi_l.[}ix new, durable, rubber-lined pipe, Shoemaker
said.

He said crews would immediately begin re-
measuring the entire pipeline. It should take a
six-person crew about two months to finish the
project. ’ ‘

He said local contractors have been hired to
hand-clean the Questa South Ditch with shovels,
in order to protect the ditch from damage that
might be caused by heavy equipment. About 12
people are at work on the project, according to
project manager Leroy Apodaca, and they should
be done by the end of this week. :

Apodaca said re-doing the pipe survey will
probably cost the mine about $250,000.

“We really regret this incident,” Shoemaker
said.

Teacher, union sue district

By Julle Mullen
_Stalf Writer

Ann MacNaughton and the
Taos Federation of United
School Employees (T-FUSE)
are suing the Taos Board of

* Education in district court
claiming the former teacher
was not allowed to complele
the district’s formal grievance
procedure. §

MacNaughton was termi-
nated by the district at the end
of the last school year. She said
the district alleged that she
was difficult to work with and
that she didn't adequately
perform her duties as a
teacher. She denied those alle-
gations.

District officials refused to
comment on their decision not

to renew  MacNaughton's
contract.
The suit is based on a

grievance filed by MacNaugh-
ton on May 3, stating that she
was unhappy with the way an
evaluation had been conducted
prior to her tormination,
Grievance proceedings must

follow a set of guidelines laid -

out in"the ¢olléctive bargainin
agreement -between the schoo
district and the union. During

the grievance process, a res-
ponse from MacNaughton was
rejected by the superintendent
because it was allegedly late,
and the grievance was declared
“null and void.” MacNaughton
snid her response was not late
and requested arbitration. The
superintendent refused.

According to the collective
bargaining  agreement, a
grievance may be discontinued
because of a late response, but
MacNaughton and T-FUSE al-
lege that the superintendent
does not have that authority.
Their position is that the issue
should go to arbitration.

MacNaughton and T-FUSE
filed a Complaint to Compel
Arbitration Oct. 10 in district
court. The complaint states the
school board refused to comply
with the guidelines of their col-
lective bargaining agreement
with T-FUSE.

Following the initiation of
her grievance procedure, Mac-
Naughton, who has been
teaching in the Taos schools
since 1979, was given notice of
termination. She appealed
under state law, and the
matter was  brought to
arbitration. The arbitrators
upheld the school board’s deci-
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sion to terminate the teacher.

“This is the union’s lawsuit,"-
MacNaughten said. “I won't
gain anything from it. I'm do-
ing it to provide other teachers
with job security.”

Paul Broome, attorney for
the New Mexico Federation of
Teachers, the parent organiza-
tion of T-FUSE, said the issue
in the lawsuit is whether one
party in a grievance procedure
can unilaterally end the
process, even if a response
from the other party is late.
“The question is whether the
school board has the right to

suspend or abort the grievance

procedure.”

John Kennedy, of Simon,
Cuddy and Friedman in Santa
Fe, attorneys for the Taos
school district, said, “I believe
the school board acted in good
faith and followed the terms of
the collective bargaining
agreement.”

The school district filed an
Answer to Complaint to Com-
pel Arbitration on Nov. 26. It
requests a dismissal of the case
because MacNaughton is no
longera‘ school employee and
therefore cannot pursue a

grievance, - Ll

Cold steel
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Wldespread ﬂoodlng

_declared a disaster

By Jess Willlams
Statf Writer

“We were lucky.”
That's how county manager
Ambrose Maunrenas summed up last

week’s flooding damage in light of the
. fact that no loss of human life was
reported.

While it's still too early to get an ex-
act figure on.damage, Mascarerias esti-
mated upwards of $500,000 in damage
to bridges and roads throughout the
county, particularly in the valleys
around Pefiasco,

In Pefiasco, he said, three county
bridges valued at $100,000 each were
destroyed by the flood. Another bridge
in Arroyo Hondo will require extensive

renovation once the waters recede.

In addition, he said several private
bridges were washed out, leaving some
families in the county stranded. The
U.S. National Guard provided equip-
ment to reach stranded homes.

There was a scare in Pefiasco that
septic tank leakage caused by the
downpour and overflowed river might
have contaminated the town well,
Mascarefias said, but investigators
from the state's Environmental
Improvement Division did an inspec-
tion and declared the water safe. '

For two days while the inspegtions
were underway, drinking water’ was
trucked into Pefiasco from Taos. At

See FLOODING, Page A-2

Molycorp pipes
spill slurry again

By Elaine Que
Staff Writer i

About two dozen workers have been
cleaning up 20,000 gallons of chalky
clay-like slurry from a pipeline spill at
Qu.lt&ﬂMolycorp mine, .

¢The spill — one of the largest in the
mlnal .history — occurred at/5: 21 F
May 21, Itis tho lixth slurry spill from

Mnfa. linea .since.

oned in the fall of 1989, — -

ree private contractors and the

-mine cleanup crew are dredging up the

tailingl this week. The project, should

10 days, mine officials said, and is ..

béing monitored by the New Mexico
Environmental Improvement Division.

As of Tuesday 28), two-thirds

of the ditch was cléan and water was

running to the upper portion of the
__diteh, The qooquh;remctcd to be in
"full operation by to

(Y

¢, mine,

An employee who lives near the
pipeline notified the mine manage-
ment of the spill, The pipeline was im-
mediately shut down while damage
wns assessed to the acequia and
clean-up operations were begun.

The tailings, which consist of 40
percent solid crushed rock and 60
percent water, backwashed 76 yards
up the Questa Citizen’s South Ditch
and then ran. 1.5 milas down the ditch,

~~The non-toxic slurry ther‘ran down &

small foeder ditch and onto a rondway
That orea was cleaned lmmodlntely,
said Leroy Apodoca. Molycorp lpokeu-
man, --
There ‘were 14 people irngntin
from the ditch at the time of the spi
out of a wtal of 26 water-right owners

on lha ac
a:!orlty (of the clean-up) is to

~Pomp, circumstance and hug
Addan Vigll, right, gets a hug from an unidentif
ceremonies at Taos High's Anaya Fleid Saturdc

mask the

y on his face or that of his friends a:
dents g

ated from Taos High School.

_
v b
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to work following the accident. _
Gallegos' reinstatement at a salary
of around $20,000 a year, dlong with
an undisclosed amount of cash, is part
of the settlement reach by his
attorneys and the Risk Management
Division of'the state government.

“When the town denied me
hearing, I sued,” Gallegos said Tues-
day. “It was finally settled in April.”

Cordova said Gallegos was not given
a hearing because his violation of pol-
icy did not require one.
2 4

T Ylaws

ues town, get

“Now, 'because of the recent

Loudermilk decision by the U.S.
Supreme Court, his case would have
called for a hearing,” Cérdova said.

Both Gallegos and Cordova would

ndt comment on the amount of cash in-
«volved, but Cordova said the money
would not come out of the town.

“Risk . Management, as our
insurance company, handled the.case
and agreed to the settlement,” Cordova
said. He also didn’t think the town's
premiums would rise “because we have

s old_jol

o TS Y

had ver Tevvrrcl,nim's:"»' g

s also has a suit pending in

Distriet Court against the Village of -

Questa, where he was not rehired as

- police chief when newly elected mayor

Lawrence Gallegos took office.
" “They would only say it was for bud-
get reasons,” Tommy éallegos said. “I
got a letter of appreciation for a job
f'\.uirell done, but never notice of termina-
OI'I.' L] ; 5
Gallegos said the court date is

for November,

By Jess Willlams

Staff Writer
The Taos Public Schools last
year spent $374,000 on

electricity, but the board of ed-
ucation has promised to pay for
a project designed to take the
bite out of that bill.

Arlene Martinez, business
manager for the district, told
the board last week that work
on a retrofit project at the high
school to convert its heat to
natural gas is underway and
could be completed as early as
Sept. 1 of this year.

Continued from Page A-1

clean the irrigation ditch, to al-
low access to downstream
users,” Apodoca said.

The exact cause of the spill,
has yet to be determined, but a
sudden surge in the line
pressure probably caused the

soler to try to reach his 85-year-old mother
washed out.

coupling to break, said Moly-
corp manager David Shoe-
maker. The incident is under

Joss Williams

Schools aim at cost

Usin
funds

60 percent matching
rom the New Mexico

~Department of Energy —and

Minerals, Martinez said the
district will invest about
$200,000 of its own money into
the project.

She estimated thé project
will save the district about

$60,000 a- year in fuel costs, -

paying for itself within less
than five years. "

Work began on the outside
of the buildings in May, but
most of the intensive work will
happen during the summer
months, she said.

MOLYCORP— .

have been assessed until the fi- -

nal report on the incident is
completed. Thatreport isn't ex-
pected for another week or so,
said Judith Espinosa, an EID
employee. .

The inspectors, she said are
continuing to inspect the area,
take pictures, sampie liquids
and monitor any surface water.

“We were trying to sample
the rivar (the day following the

'spill), but it was difficult be-

to three months, Mas-
fias said,
n fact, Mascarefins said
mstruction of all the
thed-out county bridges
Id take three .months or
due. to engineering as-
.nts planned to reinforce
m, raise them . and
srwise protect them from

\s an added insurance poli-
he said, the county pldns to
f{geu'tl’m river channel

o . 1 “vation ' to -shore u
ilar damage in the fukirs. — Pgdblo, — whos

through the Pefiasco valley
this summer probably
during July — to make it
decper. an
spots.
Mascarefias . said county
workers used slabs of concrete
removed from the courthouse
complex sidewalk during reno-
the Rio
owing

whose - ove

waters threatened homes gn
Jivestock just below State Road.

6.

L ]
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wider in trouble

~with Molycorp> monitoding the
2 '!pﬂl ‘ont-a dad y‘bﬁl‘erO‘.ﬂﬂ_ﬂ“:-Mperﬁe'

investigation.

“The spill was caused -by
pressure, but we don't know
what caused the pressure,”
Apodoca said. “It's reall
frustrating. We've been physi-
cally inuﬂacting the line, and

cause it was running so hif;h
and fast,” Espinosa said. “A lot
of concerned citizens called our’
emergency line  Tuesday
night.” & )

we don’t have any worn pipe in  of three that carry the tailings

the system.” nine miles from the processing

- .Statd __EID __inlsgmrl—mill-to the.slurry pond —
~combed -over-the-spil the——The-easement for the plpes —

féllowing day and are working “runs across - Forest Service,
“Molycorp and -private

The ruptured pipe was one’

set .






